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 IN WATAUGA COUNTY

BY LUKE BARBER
luke.barber@averyjournal.com

RALEIGH — Gov. Roy Cooper 

signed the Coronavirus Relief Act 

3.0 into law on Friday, Sept. 3, 

granting direct payments of $335 

to North Carolina families with 

school-aged children.

Lawmakers in both the 

COVID-19 
relief bill 

provides funds 
to NC parents 
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BOONE — A modification to 

the county’s state of emergen-

cy — approved by the Watau-

ga County 

Board of 

Commission-

ers on Sept. 

1 — lifts the 

restriction for 

playgrounds, 

outdoor courts, picnic shelters 

and short-term rentals effective 

at 5 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 4.

Watauga lifts 
restrictions on 

playgrounds, shelters, 
short-term rentals
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BOONE — One woman is charged 

with DWI and two Maryland resi-

dents are dead following a vehicle 

collision that occurred at 11:02 p.m. 

on Sept. 4, according to Boone Police.

The department received numerous 

911 calls reporting a motor vehicle 

collision involving pedestrians at 

the intersection of East King Street 

and Forest Hills Drive. According to 

Boone Police, the pedestrians were 

crossing the road from New Market 

Centre toward the Dollar General 

store. Officers could not advise if the 
traffic light was red, or if the passen-

gers had the right of way.

A 2016 Nissan passenger car driven 

by Madison Jane Mahagan was trav-

eling east on E. King Street (U.S. 421) 

nearing the intersection as two pe-

destrians were crossing the roadway 

in a designated crosswalk, according 

to the Boone Police Department.

Officers responded to the scene and 
began rendering aid to the pedestri-

ans that were struck. The Boone Fire 

Department and Watauga Medics 

also responded. The pedestrians were 

Two pedestrians killed in highway collision
driver charged with dWI
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W
hile public 

school-aged chil-

dren are currently 

learning remotely 

in Watauga, many businesses, 

churches and individuals are 

collaborating to help bridge a 

child care gap that has emerged 

during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Watauga Children’s Council 

Associate Director Mary Scott 

said her agency has experienced 

an uptick in calls about child 

care openings and has noticed 

social media posts from parents 

wanting to form learning pods. 

The Children’s Council has also 

observed advertisements from 

businesses and churches who 

offered their spaces to individuals 
and to groups.

“Families are grappling with 

this issue,” said Elisha Childers, 

the Children’s Council executive 

director. “Many are struggling 

to juggle the demands of work 

— even if they are working from 

home right now — and supporting 

their child’s virtual education.”

Noticing a gap in child care 

during this time, representatives 

of the faith community, Watauga 

County Schools, the Children’s 

Council and the Watauga Depart-

ment of Social Services started 

discussing ways to help during 

an Aug. 27 meeting of the Faith 

Community/School Collaborative. 

Denise Presnell, a social worker 

at Hardin Park School, said that 

community groups are trying to 

meet the needs of children and 

families.

“I’ve always felt like we’ve got 

a little army of people trying to 

make sure kids and families are 

taken care of,” Presnell said. “It’s 

a wonderful thing to be part of.”

Elise Sigmon is the co-owner of 

The Big Blue Center for Expres-

sive Arts, and has opened up her 

studio doors as a learning hub 

for students during the school 

day with help from tutors. As a 

mother of five, Sigmon said she 
understands how difficult it can 
be to try to help students during 

remote learning, and she wanted 

to help other parents. A month 

after having the idea, Sigmon 

jumped into starting a learning 

hub.

The Big Blue operates as 

a learning hub from 8 a.m.-

2:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday and Friday; Wednes-

days students can attend 8 a.m.-

noon. Sigmon said her studio 

offers two large rooms for her 
current enrollment of approxi-

mately 30 children, with one tutor 

Education stations
Learning hubs 

emerge as child 
care needs increase
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Hardin Park kindergartener Miles Sigmon participates in a Google Meet with his class while at The Big Blue Center 

for Expressive Arts learning hub.
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