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ST. LOUIS — Anheuser-Busch, 

the largest brewer of Ameri-

can-based beers, announced Nov. 

11 that it plans to buy the remain-

ing stock of the Portland-based 

Craft Brew Alliance, which owns 

the Boone-based Appalachian 

Mountain Brewery.

“Today’s an-

nouncement 

represents an 

exciting next 

step in a long 

and successful partnership with 

Anheuser-Busch, whose support 

for the growth of our business and 

brands traces back over 25 years,” 

said Andy Thomas, CEO of CBA, 

on Nov. 11. “By combining our re-

sources, our talented teammates 

and dynamic brands, we will look 

to nurture the growth of CBA’s 

existing portfolio as we continue 

AMB parent 
company to 
merge with 

Anheuser-Busch
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RALEIGH — The Republi-

can-controlled North Carolina 

General Assembly adjourned its 

long session on 

Nov. 15 after 

the state Senate 

approved new 

Congressional 

maps along 

partisan lines.

The 24-17 

vote in the 

N.C. Senate 

enacts House 

Bill 1029, a redistricting bill that 

changed the state’s 13 Congressio-

nal districts. The previous maps, 

passed in 2016, were found by a 

New NC 
Congressional 

maps pass NCGA, 
legislature adjourns
new democratic challenger 
could be in new nC-5 district

David Wilson 

Brown
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BOONE — The results for 

Watauga County’s elec-

tions were made official 
on Friday, Nov. 15, as the 

Watauga County Board of 

Elections signed off on the 
results without incident.

The election canvass final-
ized the results for Boone 

Town Council, Blowing 

Rock Mayor, Blowing Rock 

Town Council, Beech Moun-

tain Town Council and 

Seven Devils Town Council.

Watauga County Board 

of Elections Director Matt 

Snyder said during the 

meeting that it was a “very 

smooth” election with no 

issues.

“All our votes and ballots 

and electronic records 

matched up,” Snyder said. 

“We are very grateful for all 

the poll workers and elec-

tion officials who worked.”
In Watauga County, 10.87 

percent of eligible voters – 

2,131 out of 19,599 – cast 

a ballot. The total is down 

from the 2017 municipal 

election, when 11.68 percent 

of eligible voters – 2,326 out 

of 19,915 – took part.

Protests and recount 

requests were due to the 

Watauga elections’ office at 

Watauga election results confirmed
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Watauga County election board members Marvin Williamsen, Eric Eller and Jane Ann 

Hodges sign the different forms that make the 2019 Watauga County election results 

official during a canvass meeting Friday, Nov. 15.
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BOONE — The Watauga County 

Board of Commissioners’ Nov. 19 

approval to refinance a mortgage 
loan for the Watauga Humane 

Society was met with a standing 

ovation and cheers of relief from 

society members.

County Manager Deron Geou-

que said the balance on the loan 

is currently $373,355.86. The 

refinancing will nearly halve the 
nonprofit’s monthly mortgage 
payment, Geouque said.

Earlier this year the humane 

society appealed to the public for 

financial support, as it was facing 
a balloon payment in early 2020 

on a refinanced mortgage for its 
shelter facility that opened in 2011. 

The building was originally slated 

to cost $2.4 million, but the costs 

ended up around $3 million, the 

society said. In 2012, the humane 

society refinanced its mortgage to 
cut its interest rate from 7 percent 

to 3.85 percent.

“Refinancing the loan will 
enable us to better care for the 

over 2,000 animals that come into 

our shelter on an annual basis,” 

Watauga Humane Society Presi-

dent Alice Roess said in a letter to 

the commissioners. “The Humane 

Society is not requesting the 

county forgive the loan but rather 

provide an opportunity to reduce 

costs and allow us to develop a 

longterm plan for the continued 

sustainability of our organization 

and the partnership with the 

county.”

The county will now pay off 
the mortgage, with the humane 

society making payments to the 

county. Staff recommended an 
interest rate of 3 percent over a 

term of 10 years. Geouque assured 

the board that the refinanced loan 
wouldn’t be “free money.”

Geouque added that the humane 

society’s new monthly payment 

would be roughly $4,500.

Commissioner Larry Turnbow 

said he, Geouque and Finance 

Director Misty Watson had been 

working with the humane society 

for months on the details of the 

refinancing. He said they all three 
were in full support of the request. 

Geouque added that the county 

has had a successful relationship 

with the humane society thus far.

“It’s been a great partnership 

that’s hopefully going to get even 

better,” said Chairman John 

Welch. “We appreciate everyone 

who is a part of this board. It’s 

another great asset we have in 

Watauga County.”

The commissioners made 

the unanimous approval, and 

the room — full of humane 

society members — erupted 

with applause.

The commissioners also voted to 

re-table the discussion of the Valle 

Crucis Historic District ordinance 

amendments. This is the second 

time the board has tabled the 

discussion. The board did not state 

when it would pick the discussion 

back up on the agenda item, but 

Welch assured the crowd that it 

would not be added to an agenda 

without first being advertised.
The commissioners also 

watched as Watauga County Parks 

and Recreation Director Stephen 

Shelter clears financial hurdle
County agrees to 
refinance Humane 
society’s mortgage
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Pete Dolder, Patty Dale and Kathi Dolder join other Watauga Humane Society members at the Dec. 19 meeting of the 

Watauga County Board of Commissioners.
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