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Blowing Rocket

You’re invited to enjoy breakfast, lunch, or dinner 
on our scenic lake-front patio! Open daily.

Reservations: 828-295-5505

Outdoor Dining at Chetola

Live Music Wednesday - Saturday | 6-9 pm

STAFF REPORT

editor@blowingrocket.com

BLOWING ROCK — 

Blowing Rock’s annual 

State of the Town 

event will be 

broadcast 

online be-

ginning at 

5:30 p.m. 

on Thurs-

day, Aug. 

13. The 

address gives 

community 

members an opportunity 

to receive updates from 

town officials regarding 
town construction, tour-

ism and finances.
Town officials that will 

speak during the State of 

the Town include Mayor 

Charlie Sellers and Town 

Manager Shane Fox, 

along with Tracy 

Brown, the 

Blowing 

Rock Tour-

ism De-

velopment 

Authority 

executive 

director, who 

will discuss how 

COVID-19 has impacted 

tourism in the area.

Blowing Rock State 
of  the Town to be 
presented Aug. 13

BY ABBY WHITT

abby.whitt@blowingrocket.com

RALEIGH — Effective 
Aug. 1, teenagers who 

are either 17 years old or 

entering the 12th grade 

are required to have a 

booster dose of the me-

ningococcal meningitis 

vaccine, which protects 

against four types of 

bacteria: A, C, W and 

Y. Previously, only one 

vaccine was required 

for students entering 

seventh grade or by 12 

years old, whichever 

was first, according to 
Immunize N.C., which is 

maintained by the N.C. 

Department of Health 

and Human Services.

According to Kelly 

Haight, communications 

manager at NCDHHS, 

this requirement has 

been in the works since 

May 2014, when the 

North Carolina for Public 

Health approved an 

immunization schedule 

that “harmonizes” with 

requirements set by the 

CDC.

The requirement of 

the MenACWY vaccine 

applies to students in 

public, private and reli-

gious schools.

Several states have 

required MenACWY 

vaccines for a num-

ber of years, including 

Kentucky since 2018, 

Arkansas since 2014 

and West Virginia since 

2012, according to the 

Meningitis booster vaccine now 
required for high school seniors
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High school students entering the 12th grade in North 
Carolina are required to get a booster vaccine to protect 
them against meningococcal meningitis.
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BLOWING ROCK — The 

Blowing Rock Plein Air 

Festival is a four-day plein 

air painting event, which 

will take place in Blowing 

Rock from Aug. 19-22. 

Hosted by the Blowing 

Rock Art & History Muse-

um, the festival’s aim is to 

bring painters together to 

paint outside in the fresh 

air while getting to know 

one another other and 

sharing their work.

After three days of paint-

ing en plein air, painters 

are invited to display their 

completed works during 

the “Wet Paint” Art Show 

& Sale on Saturday, Aug. 

22, which lasts from 

2-3:30 p.m.

Collectors and the public 

Blowing Rock Plein Air Festival kicks off  Aug. 19

Wet Paint Art Show & Sale 
takes place Aug. 22
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This brass statue of Elliot Daingerfield painting plein air stands 
one the lawn of the Blowing Rock Art & History Museum on 
Ginny Stevens Lane in Blowing Rock.
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W
ATAUGA 

— Families 

have mixed 

reactions to 

the Watauga Board of Ed-

ucation’s July 28 decision 

to modify its 2x3 flex-type 
schedule originally chosen 

for the fall and to postpone 

in-person instruction for 

most students for at least 

nine weeks.

The plan for Watauga 

County Schools originally 

was to return to in-person 

instruction on Aug. 17 

with students in the school 

buildings two days a week 

and learning remotely 

three days — students 

would have participated 

in learning all five days. 
The modified plan would 
require that most students 

would be remote learning 

through at least Oct. 19.

Superintendent Scott 

Elliott said that school offi-

cials have invested a great 

deal of time and energy 

into plans for reopening 

schools under Gov. Roy 

Cooper’s Plan B schedule. 

Plan B — the option of 

three possible plans that 

the state approved — will 

require safety protocols 

such as face coverings for 

all K-12 students, fewer 

children in the classroom 

Back to (remote) school

WCS delays in-person instruction for nine weeks, meal distribution uncertain
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Superintendent Scott Elliott takes notes during a July 28 emergency meeting of the Watauga Board of Education. Also photo-
graphed: Gary Childers and Ron Henries.
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