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BLOWING ROCK — The holiday 

season is coming to Blowing Rock 

in the days after Thanksgiving as 

the town will host its Christmas in 

the Park and Lighting of the Town 

events on Friday, Nov. 29, followed 

by a Christmas parade on Satur-

day, Nov. 30.

The festivities take place in Me-

morial Park starting at 1 p.m. with 

the opportunity to meet Santa. 

Games and crafts begin at 2 p.m. as 

do the popular hayrides. Live mu-

sic starts at 2:30 and runs through 

the evening hours.

At 4 p.m., the gingerbread house 

contest winners will be announced 

and free hot cocoa and apple cider 

will be available.

The big event is the lighting of 

the town, which takes place at 

5:45 p.m., shortly after sunset, 

when all of the park’s lights are 

turned on at once.

Saturday, Nov. 30, features the 

traditional Christmas parade along 

Main Street. Thousands attend the 

festivities, which include floats, 
animals, costumes and much more.

For more information, contact 

Blowing Rock Parks & Recreation 

at 828-295-5222 or visit www.

townofblowingrocknc.gov/

government/parks-and-recre-

ation-and-landscaping.

After the parade, the Blowing 

Rock Art and History Museum’s 

annual holiday open house takes 

place from 3-4 p.m. Hot cider 

and a family craft session will 

be available to patrons, and the 

Christmas 
season kicks 

off  this 
weekend
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The Christmas tree in front of town 

hall in downtown Blowing Rock is 

a popular picture location after the 

Lighting of the Tree ceremony.
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Special to The Blowing Rocket

GREENSBORO — History 

was made on Nov. 22 when the 

Watauga High School Pioneer 

Playmakers swept all four 

major award categories at the 

state play festival sponsored 

by the North Carolina Theatre 

Conference.

The troupe won the coveted 

audience choice Distinguished 

Play Award for their produc-

tion of “Ernest and the Pale 

Moon” by Oliver Lansley. 

WHS is one of two schools 

from North Carolina that will 

advance to the regional festival 

in Kentucky, along with Sand-

erson High School in Raleigh. 

The show will represent North 

Watauga Playmakers win 
third state championship

WHS theatre first in history to sweep all major awards 
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Watauga High School Principal Chris Blanton (right) congratulates Zach Walker, Zeb Scott and Elise Bednar for their awards won at the North Carolina 

Theatre Conference state play festival.
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BLOWING ROCK — After not 

having a wood kiln opening for 

more than a year, Bolick and 

Traditions Pottery is gearing up 

for its post-Thanksgiving event 

with more than 100 pieces that 

will be up for sale on Saturday, 

Nov. 30.

Located at 4443 Bolick Road 

in Lenoir, in the Blackberry 

Community south of Blowing 

Rock, the unveiling of the pot-

tery always brings a crowd. At 

the sound of a bell, the pottery 

goes on sale and enthusiasts will 

race to grab their favorite piece 

before someone else does. In a 

matter of seconds, dozens of the 

pieces are claimed.

“(There will be) lots of Santa 

Bolick and Traditions to hold wood kiln opening
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Elaine Beane hands the wood-fired pottery pieces one at a time before the Bolick and Traditions Pottery Wood 

Kiln Opening on Nov. 25, 2017.
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