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WATAUGA — A 22-year-old who was 

arrested by the Boone Police Department 

in February was released on bail and then 

arrested by authorities in South Carolina on 

July 10 and given federal charges in relation 

to the same case.

Frank Darrell Cromwell was arrested by 

Boone Police in February and charged with 

five counts of felony first-degree sexual ex-

ploitation of a minor and four counts of fel-

ony second-degree sexual 
exploitation of a minor. 
He was given a $100,000 

bond and released the 

same day as his arrest.

These charges were in 

relation to an incident 

that police say took place 

in Watauga County while 

Cromwell was an athlet-

ic-training intern at Watauga High School 

through Appalachian State University. 

Cromwell allegedly used Snapchat in the 

enticement and coercion of minor boys to 

engage in sexual activity for the purpose of 
the production of child pornography, ac-

cording to a federal complaint filed July 9 by 
Patrick Wilhelm. Wilhelm is a special agent 

with Homeland Security Investigations, and 

he has assisted with investigations relating 

to child pornography, child exploitation and 
digital forensics, according to the complaint.

Cromwell’s federal charges are as follows: 

seven counts of production of child pornog-

raphy, two counts of enticement of a minor, 

three counts of distribution of child pornog-

raphy, one count of advertisement of child 

pornography, one count of receipt of child 

pornography and one count of possession 

of child pornography, according to the U.S. 

Attorney’s Office.
The federal complaint states that this 

alleged activity started to take place in 

August 2018, while the indictment filed by 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office on July 18 states 
that it started in March 2018. Both docu-

ments claim that the alleged activity ended 

Cromwell issued federal charges in child pornography case
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LIARD RIVER, Canada — A 

2017 Appalachian State graduate 

and her boyfriend were found 

murdered on the site of a remote 

highway in northern British Co-

lumbia on July 15, according to the 

Royal Canadian Mounted Police.

ASU grad 
among two 
murdered in 

Canada
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Chynna Noelle Deese, left, and Lucas 

Robertson Fowler, right.
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BOONE — None of the four 

passengers on a single-engine 

aircraft were injured after the 

plane ended up off the runway 

following an aborted takeoff on 

Sunday, July 21.

The incident was first report-

ed at 1:48 p.m. Boone Police, 

N.C. State Highway Patrol, 

Boone Fire and Watauga Med-

ics responded to the scene and 

helped divert traffic away from 

the 300 block of Bamboo Road, 

where the wing of the plane 

was resting.

According to a report filed 

by Boone Police Sgt. Dennis 

O’Neal, the pilot, identified as 

Christian Alvarado, stated he 

was attempting a takeoff when 

he noticed a vibration coming 

from the airplane’s engine.

“Alvarado reported that (the) 

aircraft was traveling at 60 

mph and that he attempted to 

abort the take off,” the report 

stated. “Alvarado reported 

that the aircraft did not have 

sufficient distance to stop. As 

a result, the aircraft traveled 

off of the runway and struck a 

chain-link (fence) before com-

ing to rest in the ditch.”

Boone Police spokesperson 

Sgt. Geoff Hayes said the plane 

was traveling from west to east 

and was was never airborne.

Hayes said he was unable to 

provide details about why the 

plane did not take off, pending 

an investigation by the Nation-

al Transportation Safety Board.

The police report says the 

plane sustained damage to the 

propeller, lower engine cowl-

ing, front landing gear and both 

wings.

Hampton’s Body Shop also 

responded to the scene and 

removed the aircraft from the 

ditch and then left it secure on 

the property of Boone Airport.

According to the Federal 

Aviation Administration, the 

plane is registered to Shoreline 

Aviation LLC of Centreville, 

Maryland.

Anna Oakes contributed 

reporting to this article.

None hurt in Boone Airport plane accident
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A small single-engine aircraft rests on a fence near Bamboo Road after an accident at the Boone airport.
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A small single-engine aircraft rests on a fence near Bamboo Road after an accident at the Boone airport.
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BOONE — The widening of por-

tions of the N.C. 105 Bypass, N.C. 

105 and N.C. 194 were chosen by 
the Watauga County Commission-

ers on July 23 as projects to submit 

to the 2022-2031 State Transporta-

tion Improvement Program.

Planning and Inspections Direc-

Commissioners pick 
projects to submit to 
State Transportation 

Improvement Program
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Plane fails to take 
off, runs off runway


