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BLOWING ROCK — The former 

Blowing Rock Realty building at 

1150 Main St., that has stood since 

1887, was demolished on March 

14-15.

The demolition comes after a 

condition rezoning permit was 

approved by the Blowing Rock 

Town Council in July 2018 for a 

new three-story mixed-use space 

that will have condominium and/or 

townhome units on the two upper 

floors and two retail or restaurant 
spaces on the first floor. The project 
will be constructed by Cardinal 

West Building of Durham.

“This is step one of a hundred,” 

said Stephen Hetherington, owner 

of Cardinal West Building. “This 

was the first critical step.”
The weather has caused some de-

lays so far, Hetherington said, said 

the hope is for construction to start 

in “mid-to-late April.”

The next steps will be grading and 

pouring footings on the property.

According to the Blowing Rock 

Planning and Inspections office, 
Cardinal West has not applied for a 

building permit on the property as 

of March 19.

“We’re hoping to finish in mid-
fall, October, November, but we’re 

not sure about the delays,” Hether-

ington said. “At least by the end of 

the year.”

Hetherington made its presen-

tation in July 2018 to the Blowing 

Rock Town Council. The project 
was approved with a variance of 

17.8 units per acre in order to build 

the six residential units, up from 

the five units per acre that the town 
center zoning district allows. The 

planned 34-foot roof was another 

variance request that was granted, 

as was reducing the available green 

space from 75 to 40 percent.

Sue Glenn spoke at the July 

meeting about the history of the 

building, saying that it was on 

the market since 2013 but no one 

bought is, as well as stating that 

the state historical structures office 
said the building was not eligible for 

restoration funding.

Former Blowing 
Rock Realty 

building torn down
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The former location of Blowing Rock 
Realty at 1150 Main St. in downtown 
Blowing Rock.

BY THOMAS SHERRILL

thomas.sherrill@wataugademocrat.com

BLOWING ROCK — Re-evaluating the 

town’s contract with Watauga County re-

garding dispatch and 911 services is a prior-

ity of the Blowing Rock Town Council that 

will be discussed at the April town council 

meeting, according to a budget workshop 

on March 18.

The frustrations came up with a discus-

sion with Blowing Rock Police’s interim 

Chief Aaron Miller, who wants more con-

trol, Computer-Aided Dispatch terminals 

in vehicles and at the station, which he says 

the department currently doesn’t have.

“We’re at their mercy,” Miller said of the 

county.
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Blowing Rock Town Council members question Blowing Rock’s interim police chief Aaron Miller, 
right, during a budget workshop on March 18. Pictured at the tables are, from left to right, Coun-
cilwoman Virginia Powell, Mayor Charlie Sellers, Mayor Pro Tem Albert Yount, Councilman Doug 
Matheson, Councilman Jim Steele and Councilwoman Sue Sweeting. Also pictured in the back are 
Jen Brown, Nicole Norman, Matt Blackburn and Kevin Rothrock.

Blowing Rock re-evaluates
Officials discuss dispatcher contract switch, infrastructure issues during budget workshop
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BLOWING ROCK – With dozens of fam-

ily, friends, fellow instructors and special 

guests on hand, Appalachian Ski Mtn. and 

representatives from Boone and Blowing 

Rock surprised 50-plus-year French-Swiss 

Ski College founder and instructor Jim 

Cottrell with a celebration of his accom-

plishments on Tuesday, March 19, in the 

ASM Lodge.

“He is a reason skiing is part of the culture 

of the High Country,” ASM co-owner Brad 

Moretz said.

“I’m totally surprised, I had no clue,” Cot-

trell said. “Thank you very much. I see many 

faces who made this possible … It’s been a 

wonderful 50 years.”

Cottrell was presented with a regional 

recognition award by the Professional Ski 

Instructors of America/American Associ-

ation of Snowboard Instructors Eastern 

Division, represented by Region 7 Director 

Walter Jaeger, saying it was only the sixth 

such honor in the association’s history.

“Presented March 5, 2019, in recognition 

of an appreciation for longstanding dedi-

cation to and enthusiasm for snowsports 

education in PSIA-AASI Eastern Division 

Region 7 and outstanding contributions to 

Special Olympics,” the recognition states.

Jaeger said that in his 50-plus years, 

Cottrell has brought a skiing culture to the 

region.

“This is the culture of New England,” Jae-

ger said. “Building a ski culture in the south 

in a phenomenal job.”
Cottrell founded the French-Swiss Ski Col-

lege in the winter of 1968-69, which in 2005 

One to teach a million

Jim Cottrell honored for 50-plus years of ski instruction
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Jim Cottrell, center withe his green boots, poses with a couple dozen of of the ski instructors that have come through the French-Swiss Ski College in its 
50-plus years during a ceremony for Cottrell on Tuesday, March 19, at Appalachian Ski Mtn.
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A cake honoring Jim Cottrell and ‘The French 
Swiss Ski Review,’ which used a 60-foot mov-
able ramp to conduct shows in shopping malls 
all across the South to spread the knowledge of 
skiing. SEE COTTRELL ON PAGE 6

SEE WORKSHOP ON PAGE 2


