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BY ANNA OAKES
anna.oakes@wataugademocrat.com

CHARLOTTE — The Catholic 

Diocese of Charlotte on Dec. 30 

released a list of 14 clergy who 

have been credibly accused of child 

sexual abuse since the diocese 

was established in 1972, as well 

as lists of those who worked in 

Western North Carolina who have 

been named by other dioceses 

and orders. They include several 

who formerly pastored in the High 

Country.

The list is the result of a year-

long process by the diocese that 

included “an independent review of 

more than 1,600 files dating back 
almost 50 years to ensure a full ac-

counting of credibly accused clergy 

in the diocese’s history,” it said.

“It is painful to even try to 

comprehend such gravely immoral 

behavior,” Charlotte Bishop Peter 

J. Jugis wrote in a letter published 

Monday. “However, in speaking 

with survivors and hearing their 

stories, it is clear to me that making 

known the names of their abusers 

can promote healing for them and 

their families.”

“This list is the culmination 

of a process begun more than a 

year ago in our belief that a full 

accounting of credibly accused 

clergy would provide validation 

for victims and demonstrate our 

commitment to transparency and 

accountability,” he wrote.

Included on the Charlotte 

Diocese’s list are Damion Jacques 

Lynch, who served at St. Elizabeth 

of the Hill Country in Boone from 

1991 to 1995, as well as serving as 

campus minister at Appalachian 

State. A diocese spokesperson pre-

viously confirmed to the Watauga 

Democrat that the diocese consid-

ered reports of abuse by Lynch to 

be credible.

Also named is Aloysius Joseph 

D’Silva, who had assignments at 

St. Bernadette Catholic Mission 

in Linville and St. Lucien Catholic 

Church in Spruce Pine.

Among those who served in 

Western North Carolina before 

Lists of credibly accused priests include six who served locally
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Bishop Peter Jugis, head of the Catholic Diocese of Charlotte, announced 

Dec. 29 that he was releasing the results of a year-long review of the 

diocese’s historical files to compile a comprehensive list of clergy credibly 

accused of child sexual abuse since 1972. SEE PRIESTS ON PAGE 12

 

BY ABBY WHITT
abby.whitt@mountaintimes.com

BLOWING ROCK — The white 

home located at 4259 U.S. Highway 

321 South, which was built in 1908 

across from Tweetsie Railroad, was 

demolished on Dec. 19 by a private 

company. According to Watauga 

County Planning and Inspections 

Director Joe Furman, the land will 

be used for the construction of a 

Quality Plus Gas Station.

Laura Lillis, formerly Laura 

Prevatte, daughter of the original 

owners, was there to see the event. 

She grew up in the home, which 

her parents purchased the home in 

1930. In the early 1970s, the home 

had been moved back away from the 

road to allow for the construction of 

Highway 321 South. It was originally 

built on 93 acres.

Laura’s late brother Rogers 

Prevatte and sister-in-law Shari had 

lived in the home for 30 years, and 

Shari continued to live there until 

two weeks before the demolition.

“Laura came up for the day to see 

the demolition. It was very emotion-

al for her having grown up in the 

home,” said Alan Gordon, who was 

present at the demolition. “Shari was 

also sad; however, I feel she realized 

that it was destined.”

The owners sold 12 acres to the Mid-

dle Fork Greenway so that all could 

enjoy the river and land. The Middle 

Fork Greenway is a recreational trail 

that’s being developed by the Blue 

Ridge Conservancy, in partnership 

with Watauga County, Blowing Rock 

and Boone, to connect the two towns.

1908 house 
demolished on 
Highway 321

STAFF REPORT
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The Watauga Democrat staff 
asked local leaders to give read-

ers their best predictions for the 

issues, projects and events that 

are upcoming in 2020.

Watauga County
Watauga County will begin to 

update its master plan for county 

facilities in 2020 as well as plan 

and implement upgrades to emer-

gency communications infrastruc-

ture — including work on adding 

new communication towers, ac-

cording to County Manager Deron 

Geouque. The county also hopes 

to begin a new simulcast system 

that creates one dispatch channel 

and establishes tactical channels 

for emergency incidents, Geouque 

said. Additionally, Geouque said 

the county will also make facility 

upgrades and improvements at 

the landfill.
Watauga County Planning and 

Inspections Director Joe Furman 

said that in 2019, the county ex-

perienced an increase in the total 

number of permits issued and ex-

pected that to continue into 2020. 

He added that there was a small 

increase in commercial projects in 

unincorporated areas in 2019.

“Provided the overall economy 

remains strong, I see no reason 

that these positive trends won’t 

continue,” Furman said.

Wataugans will also be asked 

to participate in the 2020 Census 

on April 1. He said it is especially 

important that Appalachian State 

students participate, as college 

students are counted where they 

Watauga in 2020

What to expect 
this year
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The Watauga County Board of Education is joined by an architect from Clark Nexsen and the board attorney at a meeting on Oct. 22. Left to right: Chad 

Roberson, Scott Elliott, Chris Campbell, Jay Fenwick, Ron Henries, Brenda Reese, Steve Combs and Gary Childers.
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A conceptual rendering imagines the view of a daylighted Boone Creek, 

green space in the current Peacock parking lot and a mixed-use parking 

deck adjoining Peacock Hall and Howard Street.

SEE 2020 ON PAGE 2


