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W
atauga County 

Schools recently 

named its 2019-

20 teachers of the 

year — one from each school in 

the district. Chosen by their peers, 

the group was selected from more 

than 300 teachers district-wide at 

all grade levels.

This year’s group includes 

Callie Jarman from Bethel, Sarah 

Holt from Blowing Rock, Anne 

Donadio from Cove Creek, Carly 

Mize from Green Valley, Tammy 

Whichard from Hardin Park, 

Gayle Oliver from Mabel, Heather 

Miller from Parkway, Mitchell 

Wright from Valle Crucis and 

Jennifer Williams from Watauga 

High School.

The teachers were surprised 

in their classrooms over the last 

several weeks by a group of their 

peers, family members and staff 
who gathered in each school’s of-

fice to surprise the award winner 
during class.

Watauga County Schools Su-

perintendent Scott Elliott offered 
his congratulations to the newly 

named teachers of the year, and 

thanked them for their dedication 

to their craft.

“It’s truly an honor to be chosen 

Esteemed educators

WcS names Teachers of the year
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Watauga County Schools announced its 2019-20 Teachers of the Year. Left to right: Sarah Holt from Blowing Rock, 

Anne Donadio from Cove Creek, Carly Mize from Green Valley, Mitchell Wright from Valle Crucis, Jennifer Williams from 

Watauga High School, Callie Jarman from Bethel, Tammy Whichard from Hardin Park, Gayle Oliver from Mabel and 

Heather Miller from Parkway.
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BLOWING ROCK – The 

search for a new permanent 

town manager of Blowing Rock 

is close to the finish line as in-

terviews with the three finalists 

are set for Monday, April 1.

According to Councilman 

Doug Matheson, the council 

hopes to make a decision based 

on the interviews.

“We’re keeping our fingers 

crossed,” Matheson said.

The finalists come after 

narrowing down an initial list 

of more than 45 applicants, 

interim Town Manager Jim 

Freeman said.

Town council meetings were 

held on March 16 and 18 about 

the search, with those matters 

discussed in closed 

session.

Freeman said 

that at the 

March 16 

meeting, the 

initial list of 

48 applicants 

was narrowed 

down. Freeman 

said that since, 

the list was short-

ened to 12 and now is 

even fewer than that.

A meeting on April 1 has been 

called, starting at 12 p.m. at the 

Edgewood Cottage in Blowing 

Rock, for the purpose of meet-

ing with town manager candi-

dates in closed session.

At a March 15 pub-

lic meeting with 

Rep. Ray Russell 

(D-Boone) and 

Sen. Deanna 

Ballard (R-Blow-

ing Rock), the 

council said that 

they were shoot-

ing for “the first of 

June” to hire a new 

manager, Matheson 

and Councilwoman Virgin-

ia Powell said.

As of March 26, Matheson 

said that the council was allow-

ing itself a timeline to have the 

new town manager in place by 

the first of June.

One of the first big decisions 

the new town manager will 

have is to select a permanent 

public works director and police 

chief. Longtime Public Works 

Director Mike Wilcox retired 

in November 2018 and Police 

Chief Tony Jones retired in 

September 2018.

Matheson said the police chief 

and public works positions 

won’t be advertised until the 

new town manager takes over.

“We had talked it over ... with 

Freeman and he felt that it 

would be best for the new town 

Blowing Rock to interview town manager finalists on April 1
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BOONE — Appalachian 

State is hoping to receive 

$7 million in additional 

state appropriations in 

the 2019-20 fiscal year to 
support increased summer 

class enrollment — which 

university leaders say 

could help more students 

graduate “on time.”

Vice Chancellor for 

Business Affairs Paul Forte 
outlined the goal during 

a budget presentation at 

a March 28 ASU Board of 

Trustees’ Business Affairs 
Committee meeting.

The University of North 

Carolina system has identi-

fied enrollment funding for 
on-campus undergraduate 

summer courses as a bud-

get priority for the 2019-21 

biennium. The UNC 

system Board of Governors 

approved budget priorities 

at its Jan. 25 meeting, just 

as the General Assembly’s 

long session began. The 

state legislature enacts a 

two-year state budget bill 

during long sessions in 

odd-numbered years, with 

budget adjustments passed 

during the short sessions 

of even-numbered years.

“Thanks to each institu-

tion’s hard work and the 
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