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BOONE — The town of 
Boone unveiled a historical 
marker downtown to honor 
the history of the area’s first 
post office: Councill’s Store.

The Councill’s Store 
marker was placed at the 
intersection of Grand Bou-
levard and West King Street 
across from the Jones 
House on Feb. 3.

The historic marker 
was approved by the town 
council in February 2022 
after Boone’s Historic 
Preservation Commission 
completed a report showing 
the location’s impact on the 
community today. Accord-
ing to the HPC, the marker 
was placed where the Coun-
cill’s Store was moved after 

being acquired by Daniel B. 
Dougherty in the 1880s.

According to the HPC, 
Councill’s Store was the 
area’s first post office. It 
was established by Jordan 
Councill Jr. in 1823. The 
“prominent merchant, live-
stock trader and slavehold-
er” was appointed to serve 
as one of three commission-
ers tasked with “laying out 
the town of Boone” by the 
North Carolina legislature 
in 1849, shortly after the 
establishment of Watauga 
County. This appointment 
likely came due to Councill 
donating land to the form-
ing town.

“On Jan. 27, 1849, the 
North Carolina legislature 
approved a bill to establish 
a new county from portions 
of Ashe, Wilkes, Caldwell 

and Yancey Counties, and 
two days later, the legisla-
ture passed a subsequent 
bill establishing guidelines 
for the governance of the 
new county and location 
of the new county seat,” 
the HPC’s report states. 
“The commissioners likely 
completed the 1849/1850 
map of the town of Boone 
sometime in mid-1849, 
since they were advertising 
the sale of town lots in the 
new town... this advertise-
ment specified that the new 
county seat was located 
“near Councill’s Store”... the 
location of the new county 
seat so close to Councill’s 
Store no doubt reflected 
Jordan Councill, Jr.’s 
outsized influence in the 
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LOS ANGELES — Local 
business owner Justin 
Davis stood in front of 
millions of viewers as he 
introduced Luke Combs’ 
first performance at the 
2023 Grammys Sunday 
night.

Davis — the owner 
of the Town Tavern in 
Blowing Rock, co-owner 
of River Street Ale House 
in Boone and co-owner of 
the Town Tavern in Mor-
ganton — told the crowd 
about a former employee 
who used to work as a 
bouncer — none other 

than country superstar 
Luke Combs.

“Luke was a student 
then, living upstairs at 
the bar, and from the first 
night he came down — 
just him and an old guitar 
— and played for us, he 
truly had us in the palm 
of his hand. Now, Luke is 
playing the biggest stages 
in the world, including 
this one here tonight,” 
Davis said. “I’m so proud 
the entire world now gets 
to witness what we wit-
nessed night after night 
with a crowd of just 75 
people at my tavern.”

He also joked about 
how Combs was as an 

employee when he was a 
student.

“Luke wasn’t the best 
bouncer because he was 
just way too nice,” Davis 
said. “I’m sure Luke nev-
er spotted a fake ID.”

Before he introduced 
Combs, comedian Trevor 
Noah introduced Davis, 
saying “please welcome 
his boss from back when 
he was a bouncer, Justin 
Davis.” 

Combs went on to 
perform “Going, Going, 
Gone” for the audience. 
Combs was nominated 
for — but did not win 

Local business owner introduces Luke Combs at the Grammys
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Councill’s Store historic marker unveiled in downtown Boone
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Bettie Bond watched as Tim Futrelle and Eric Plaag removed the covering to unveil the historic marker.
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HIGH COUNTRY — A new 
nonprofit is seeking to eliminate 
barriers for first responders to 
access mental health care and 
wellness services.

The Responder Wellness 
Coalition of the High Country 
is prioritizing increasing access 
and affordability of mental 
health care for first responders 
while breaking down the stigma 
of receiving support.

Nonprofit founder and opera-
tor Valerie Mailman is currently 
a one person staff working with 
a two person board and a “really 
big dream.” Mailman said she 
hopes to partner with organi-
zations to provide “culturally 
competent” mental health care 
to first responders to help them 
navigate the unique traumas 
experienced by those who work 
in emergency services.

“(First responders) are always 

New nonprofit 
prioritizes mental 
health care for 
first responders

BY JILLYAN MOBLEY
jillyan.mobley@mountaintimes.com

WATAUGA — The 
Watauga Education Foun-
dation awarded 35 teachers 
in the county a total of 
$27,000 in grants to fund 
projects that promote inno-
vative learning.

The Classroom Grants 
program is the nonprofit’s 
largest allocation each year 
and represents all of the 
schools in the county.

Teachers submit appli-
cations for grants in the fall 
for their project ideas to 
benefit students through 
creative, hands-on teaching 
methods. WEF President 
Erika Hudspeth said with-
out the grants, the projects 
may not be funded.

“This is such an exciting 
time for our foundation, 
knowing that the money 
given directly impacts 

students and typically 
provides benefits for many 
years,” Hudspeth said. 
“These recipients are so 
inspiring! They are truly 
improving our schools in 
small ways that provide 
great impact. Our organiza-
tion is proud to support the 
dedicated, hard-working 
teachers of this county 
and we’re grateful for their 
commitment to our stu-
dents and the community.”

2022-2023 Classroom 
Grant Recipients

Corrie Freeman and 
Jessie Presnell of Har-
din Park for “Around 
the World in 30 Books” 
— This project will expose 
5th grade students to a 
variety of cultures while 
building their vocabulary, 
comprehension and writing 
skills. Reading stories of 

children from all around 
the world encourages a 
deeper understanding of 
other ways of life, while 
mastering grade level 
demands.

Danielle Stewart of 
Mabel School for “Mir-
acle of Math Manipula-
tives in Middle School 
Math” — This project pro-
vides multiple differentiat-
ed materials to help middle 
school students further 
understand the concepts 
and standards they are be-
ing taught. These hands-on 
materials and “fun games” 
help them understand the 
“why” in math.

Natasha Lyons of 
Valle Crucis School for 
“STEM After Hours” 
— This project provides 
enrichment opportunities 
for middle school students 
to explore all they can do 
with STEM topics. Funds 

will be used for the creation 
of an after school STEM 
Club that gives students 
an opportunity to explore 
their natural curiosity in 
the world of STEM and see 
how what they are learning 
in math and science has 
application to the world 
outside of the formal class-
room environment.

Jane Brown of Valle 
Crucis School for “Pro-
moting Positive Behav-
ior and Self-Awareness 
through Literature” 
— This project promotes 
social emotional learning, 
which helps students 
develop constructive habits 
and values and is as vitally 
important to their lifelong 
success as their academic 
learning. Grant funds will 
purchase a collection of 
books to help students 
(PreK-8) learn and help 
teachers teach the Positive 

Behavior Framework ex-
pectations, and will benefit 
the school for many years.

Dacia Trethewey of 
Watauga High School 
for “Dynamic Digital 
Drawing & Design” — 
This project empowers 
students to express their 
creative ideas through 
original, individual and 
collaborative digital draw-
ing/video projects. Funds 
will purchase an iPad Air 
5 and accessories that will 
push students’ traditional 
drawing skills further into 
the 21st century through 
projects including digital 
drawing, painting & ani-
mation.

Courtney Capazzo-
li of Watauga High 
School for “Envirothon 
Champs!” — This grant 
will support the devel-

Watauga Education Foundation awards 
$27,000 in grants to Watauga County teachers
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Recipients of the Watauga Education Foundation Classroom Grants were recognized at a Board of Education meeting.
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Boone Police 
hosting first 

citizens police 
academy
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BOONE — The Boone Police 
Department has started its first 
Citizens Police Academy for 
community members.

“For many years now, we’ve 
been doing single-day events 
that we’ve called ‘Coffee With 
A Cop,’” BPD Chief Andy Le 
Beau said. “That was just really 
designed to just open the de-
partment up, make ourselves 
available to the community, to 
just develop relationships. It 
was their opportunity to have 
access to us.”

Le Beau said community 
members would have questions 
on various topics related to the 
police department. So a few 
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