
BOONE COUPLE OPENING 

A PLATO’S CLOSET

Store hopes to open in fall. 
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WATAUGA — Twenty-three 
community members have 
filed to run for a local office in 
Watauga County for the Nov. 
2 election as the filing period 
ended at noon on July 16.

Of the four municipalities in 
Watauga County, Boone has the 
highest number of candidates 
with 10 people running for 
Boone Town Council and one 
person running for mayor.

For mayor, Tim Futrelle 
(Democrat) is running to replace 
outgoing mayor Rennie Brantz. 
For the Town of Boone Town 
Council, Dalton George (Demo-
crat), Virginia Roseman (Dem-
ocrat), Todd Carter (Democrat), 
Benjamin Ray (Republican), 
Adrian Tait (Unaffiliated) and 
Eric Woolridge (Unaffiliated) 
have filed to run. Four others — 
Edie Tugman (Democrat), Eric 
Brown (Unaffiliated), Christy 
Cook (Unaffiliated) and Rebec-
ca Nenow (Unaffiliated) — are 

running for the unexpired seats 
on the town council.

In Blowing Rock, four people 
are running for town council 
and one person —Charlie Sellers 
(Republican) is running for 
mayor. For Blowing Rock Town 
Council, Nancy Pitts Collins 
(Democrat), Pete Gherini 
(Republican), Doug Matheson 
(Democrat) and Melissa Pickett 
(Republican) are running.

For Beech Mountain, Weidner 
Abernethy (Republican), Erin 
Gonyea (Republican) and Barry 

Kaufman (Unaffiliated) are run-
ning for town council.

Seven Devils has four total 
people running for the Seven 
Devils Town Council. Jeffrey 
Williams (Republican), Leigh 
Sasse (Republican) and Brad 
Lambert (Republican) are run-
ning. Wayne Bonomo (Demo-
crat) is running for the unex-
pired term on the town council.

Lambert — who filed at approx-
imately 11:30 p.m. on July 16 — 

Local election filing period ends

Boone Town Council race has sizable candidate turnout
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Brad Lambert (Republican) — the last person to file to run for a local race — goes over election related items with Matt Snyder on July 16.
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BOONE — W.A.M.Y. Commu-
nity Action announces the hiring 
of Allison Jennings, CFRE as their 
new Director of Development, 
effective July 12.

In her role, 
Jennings will 
direct events and 
expand fundrais-
ing efforts.

“We are so ex-
cited to welcome 
Allison into our 
W.A.M.Y. Com-
munity Action 
family as our 

new Director of Development,” said 
Executive Director Melissa Soto. 
“Allison will be a great partner in 
strengthening the culture of giving 
for W.A.M.Y. and raising the funds 
needed to support and expand our 
programs in the years ahead.”

Jennings has extensive expe-
rience working in the nonprofit 
sector and recently served as the 
Resource Development Director 
for Watauga County Habitat for 
Humanity and was formerly the 
Food and Nutrition Coordinator 
for Hospitality House of Northwest 
NC. She currently serves on the 
Board of Directors for Quiet Givers. 
In September 2020, CFRE Interna-
tional named Jennings a Certified 
Fundraising Executive (CFRE).

Individuals granted the CFRE 
credential have met a series of 
standards set by CFRE Interna-
tional which include tenure in the 
profession, education and demon-
strated fundraising achievement. 
They have also passed a rigorous 
written examination testing the 
knowledge, skills and abilities 
required of a fundraising execu-
tive, and have agreed to uphold 
Accountability Standards and the 
Donor Bill of Rights.

Jennings 
named new 
Director of 

Development
for W.A.M.Y.

Allison Jennings
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BANNER ELK — The 
Watauga County Sheriff’s 
Office charged a man from 
Sugar Grove in connection to 
a May fire that destroyed the 
home of legendary storyteller 

Ray Hicks.
Shon Dante Ramseur, 25, of 

1519 Old Watauga River Road, 
was arrested Tuesday, July 13, 
and charged with two counts 
of second-degree arson and 
two counts of burning person-
al property. Both are felony 
charges.

According to the warrants 
for his arrest, Ramseur 
allegedly set fire to multiple 
buildings at 218 Old Mountain 
Road in Banner Elk on May 
25, as well as two vehicles.

Watauga County Assistant 
Fire Marshal Jay Kerley said 
at the time of the fire that it 

took roughly an hour-and-a-
half from the call, which came 
in at 4:22 a.m., to get the fire 
under control.

The house was previously 
the longtime home of legend-
ary storyteller Ray Hicks, who 
became famous for telling 
“Jack tales” and received 

a 1983 National Heritage 
Fellowship awarded by the 
National Endowment for the 
Arts, the United States gov-
ernment’s highest honor in the 
folk and traditional arts.

Ramseur was taken to the 

Sugar Grove man charged with arson of legendary storyteller’s home
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HIGH COUNTRY — A convoy 
of bikers, veterans, family and 
friends turned out on Saturday, 
July 17, to remember the service 
and sacrifice of a fallen soldier 
laid to rest in Ashe County in 
2017.

Known as Dillon’s Ride, the 
expedition through the High 
Country honored the memory 
of Sgt. Dillon Baldridge, who 
was tragically killed in action 
on June 10, 2017 in Nangarhar 
Province, Afghanistan, while 
supporting Operation Freedom’s 
Sentinel.

“I’ve done literally hundreds 
of veterans funerals, but this 
young man was 22-years old; it 
just hit me harder than any of 
the others,” said Benny Hayslett, 
a ride captain with the North 
Carolina Patriot Guard and 
organizer of the event. “I don’t 
mean to make light of any of the 
rest of them but, Dillon just hit 
me hard and the look in his ma-
ma’s eyes when I first saw her, it 

Dillon’s Ride: Crowds gather to remember local soldier
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Several of Dillon Baldridge’s friends and fellow soldiers took part in the memorial ride on July 17. These men include Dakota Rasel, Ali Alshmir, Pat Sweeney, 
Luke Hojnowski, Kale Walton and Shane. These men — who were with Baldridge during his passing — placed the wreath at their fallen friend’s grave.SEE DILLON ON PAGE 2A

SEE WAMY ON PAGE 2A


