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WEST JEFFERSON — A wom-

an from Millers Creek has been 

charged with 43 felonies after 

allegedly embezzling more than 

$400,000 from Carolina West 

Wireless over three years.

Ashley O. 

Church, 27, 

was arrested 

Monday, Dec. 

9, and charged 

with 43 counts 

of larceny by 

employee.

According 

to Captain Josh 

Hodges of the West Jefferson 
Police Department, the WJPD 

received a report of fraudulent 

activity Aug. 29 and worked with 

the N.C. State Bureau of Investi-

gation to investigate. Hodges said 

Church’s alleged activity occurred 

between June 2016 and August 

2019.

This included 20 fraudulent 

transactions equaling $10,982.53 

in August 2019 and 25 fraudulent 

transactions equaling $15,583.52 

in July 2019, according to the 

warrants for Church’s arrest.

Church was released from the 

Ashe County Detention Center 

Dec. 9 under a $50,000 secured 

bond.

Woman accused 
of embezzling over 

$400,000 from 
Carolina West
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BOONE — After serving on the Boone 

Town Council since 2001, Lynne Mason 

spent her last meeting as a council mem-

ber on Dec. 17.

The newly elected Boone Town Council 

members took their seats during the 

meeting, ending the tenure of Mason and 

the first term of Marshall Ashcraft — both 
of whom did not seek re-election.

“It has been both an honor and a priv-

ilege to serve our community,” Mason 

said. “I’m just in awe with the Boone 

community’s confidence and trust in let-
ting me serve for 18 years. I look forward 

to continuing ways to stay involved with 

the community that I’ve grown to love 

with a commitment to continue to make 

it a great place to live.”

Mason and husband Andrew moved 

to Boone in 1995. Later, Mason became 

employed with New River Behavioral 

Healthcare. It was during this time that a 

rezoning request came before the Boone 

Town Council involving a mobile home 

park on Blowing Rock Road. Through 

her duties at New River, Mason said she 

worked with several families living in 

the mobile home park who were worried 

about displacement.

That began Mason’s involvement 

with supporting affordable housing in 
the community, as she worked with the 

mobile home park residents to advocate 

for themselves. While the property was 

ultimately rezoned, Mason said she 

helped to coordinate organized relocation 

for the families.

Mason then served on the Boone Area 

Planning Commission for a year starting 

in 2000. Mason said soon after commu-

nity members urged her to run for the 

Boone Town Council. She added that she 

was at a place in her life that she had the 

Mason caps 18 years on Boone Town Council
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Council Member Lynne Mason talks during a July meeting of 

the Boone Town Council.SEE MASON ON PAGE 2

BY STEVE BEHR
sports@wataugademocrat.com

S
hawn Clark could not 

pass up an opportunity 

not only to run his own 

football program, but one 

that he was so close to.

Clark, who was an All-American 

offensive lineman at Appalachian 
State, was officially hired to be the 
program’s 22nd head coach Dec. 

13.

Clark, who was promoted 

from offensive line coach, had 
the boosters at the Ricks Center 

cheering, laughing and listening to 

every word. Clark was a little emo-

tional after going through a list 

of friends, colleagues and family 

members who helped him through 

a career that started as a player 

at App State, took some turns as 

an assistant at other colleges, and 

then made its way back to Boone.

“When you coach at your alma 

mater, there’s something special 

about it,” Clark said at his press 

conference. “The extra hours 

you put in, you know you want 

to make your alums, your fellow 

teammates, everyone in App 

Nation proud. That’s what’s so 

gratifying to me, to make you guys 

proud.”

Clark, whose first game is Dec. 
21 against Alabama-Birming-

ham in the New Orleans Bowl, 

has a week to get the 12-1 and 

Sun Belt Conference champions 

Mountaineers ready. He said the 

current assistants on staff would 

stay to coach the bowl game, so he 

won’t have to spend his first week 
recruiting assistant coaches and 

players, since this is a live week.

He had a message at the start 

of his press conference to the 

supporters of the program.

“Let’s state the obvious,” Clark 

said. “I have inherited a great 

program — a program that broke 

many records in the 2019 football 

season. (It’s) a program that has 

made history. A program that end-

ed up being ranked in the top 20 

in college football. It’s a program 

that I am proud to be a part of as a 

player and a coach.

“What do you expect moving 

App State hires Clark
OL coach welcomes 
chance to mentor 

mountaineers
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Shawn Clark meets the press and meets boosters of the Appalachian State football team.

SEE CLARK ON PAGE 2

BY KAYLA LASURE
kayla.lasure@wataugademocrat.com

BOONE — Differing opinions 
on what should happen to the 

county-owned Turner Law Office 
building on Water Street continue 

as the Watauga County Commis-

sioners move forward with plans 

to demolish the building in spring 

2020.

The commissioners — with 

the exception of Chairman John 

Welch who was not in attendance 

— unanimously voted on Dec. 

County, town 
still at odds 
on future of 

Turner House

SEE MEETING ON PAGE 2


