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RALEIGH — Approximately 

a year and four months after 

the April 2019 deaths of a Deep 

Gap couple, autopsy results have 

concluded that “stab wounds of 

the torso” were the causes of death 

of both Jeffrey David Borlase and 

Autopsy: Multiple 
stab wounds 

caused deaths of 
Borlase couple
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VILAS — The Watauga County Sheriff’s 
Office charged a Hudson man with sec-

ond-degree kidnapping, child abduction 

and breaking and entering after he allegedly 

broke into a Vilas home and attempted to 

kidnap children and one adult.

According to WCSO, deputies respond-

ed to an 11 a.m. call on Aug. 17 regarding 

attempted kidnapping on Eagle Lane in Vilas 

by an unknown man. The 

man — Christopher James 

Chandler, 43, of 4485 Di-

amond St., Hudson — had 

reportedly driven up Eagle 

Lane and encountered 

some adults who were 

walking.

After being informed 

by the adults who were 

walking that Eagle Lane was a private drive, 

Chandler continued ahead and stopped at a 

residence in the area. He reportedly entered 

the residence and ordered a 10-year-old 

child to get into his vehicle. WCSO stated 

that the 10-year-old told the man no, and 

then Chandler allegedly attempted to abduct 

a 3-year-old child.

The child’s grandmother entered into a 
struggle with Chandler that prevented the 

abduction, WCSO stated. Chandler then re-

portedly left the residence and in the process 

encountered another adult, and attempted 

to abduct her as well. The woman resisted 

him; Chandler then grabbed the family dog 

and fled in his vehicle, according to WCSO. 
WCSO stated that the victims in the incident 

did not know Chandler.

WCSO stated that the person who called 

911 to report the incident provided specific 
and accurate information about the vehicle 

Chandler was reportedly driving — a red 

Toyota truck. Deputies encountered the 

vehicle on U.S. 421 and were able to stop 

Hudson man arrested after attempted kidnapping in Vilas
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RALEIGH — Appalachian State 

and UNC-Greensboro were the 

two largest UNC system institu-

tions still conducting a portion 

of fall semester undergraduate 

classes in person as of Tuesday, 

Aug. 25.

Over the past week, the system’s 
four largest universities in terms 

of enrollment — UNC-Chapel 

Hill, N.C. State, East Carolina and 

UNC-Charlotte — have announced 

that all undergraduate classes will 

take place online, at least tem-

porarily, amid rising COVID-19 

infections on college campuses.

UNC-Chapel Hill was the first 
to announce it would shift from 

a mix of in-person and online 

instruction to remote learning 

for all undergraduate courses — 

one week after fall classes began 

on Aug. 10. In the week since 

UNC-Chapel Hill announced it 

would make the shift and work to 

“de-densify” its campus, including 

moving students out of residence 

halls, 513 new student cases have 

been reported, including multiple 

clusters in residence halls. Gran-

ville Towers is the largest cluster, 

with 152 cases in the student 

housing complex, according to 

UNC-Chapel Hill’s COVID-19 
dashboard.

For the week of Aug. 17 to 23, 

the percent of tests with positive 

results had risen to 32.2 percent, 

according to the dashboard.

N.C. State University, which 

also began fall classes on Aug. 10, 

on Aug. 20 became the second 

University of North Carolina 

system institution to announce it 

would move all classes online.

N.C. State Chancellor Randy 

Woodson announced in a state-

ment to campus that all in-person 

and hybrid undergraduate courses 

would move to online instruction 

beginning Monday, Aug. 24. 

While student residence halls 

will not close, the university will 

offer housing and dining refunds 
for those who choose to move off 
campus, he said.

Woodson thanked the staff and 
faculty who “worked tirelessly 

over the past many weeks to 

prepare our campus to be an effec-

tive, and safe, learning and living 

environment” but had strong 

words about “the negative impacts 

caused by those who did not take 

personal responsibility.”

“We’ve had reports of large 
parties in off-campus apartments. 

In the last two days alone, we’ve 
identified three COVID-19 clusters 
in off-campus and Greek Village 
houses that can be traced to 

parties and behavior outside of 

our community standards and the 

governor’s mandates,” Woodson 
said. “We’re seeing significant 
infections in Greek life, and at this 

time there have been another sev-

en Greek houses that have been 

quarantined due to a number of 

additional positive cases.

“Battling the spread of 
COVID-19 is a challenging 

endeavor even when everyone 

is practicing safety measures,” 

Staying the course
app state one of 

largest unC system 
universities still holding 

in-person classes
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North Carolina State University students wearing face coverings walk behind Dabney Hall to the Free Expression 

Tunnel on Tuesday, Aug. 18, in Raleigh. The university announced Thursday, Aug. 20, it will move all undergraduate 

classes online starting on Monday due to COVID-19 clusters.
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BOONE — Appalachian State’s 
football team resumed practice this 

week after the university on Aug. 

18 reported a cluster of 11 active 

COVID-19 cases associated with 

App football 
practice resumes 

after COVID-19 
cluster reported

34 total cases associated 
with football team
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