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BOONE — Preston 

Clarke, principal at Valle 

Crucis School, announced 

on July 10 via his Twitter 

account that he will be 

moving to Lincoln County 

to fill the previously va-

cant principal position at 

Lincolnton High 

School.

Clarke served 

as principal at 

Valle Crucis 

School for five 
years.

“I am very 

proud of Mr. 

Clarke and the great work 

he has done in Watauga 

and at Valle Cru-

cis,” Scott Elliott, 

superintendent of 

Watauga County 

Schools, said in 

a statement. “Of 

course, I hate to 

see him go, but 

I understand 

and absolutely support 

his professional goal to 

become a high school 

principal. Lincoln County 

Schools is fortunate to 

have him and he will be 

missed here in Watauga.”

Clarke said he is grate-

ful for the unwavering 

support of the school sys-

tem and is proud of the 

progress they were able to 

make together during his 

time as principal at Valle 

Crucis School.

“Valle Crucis School is a 

very special place defined 
by a school community 

that loves our students. 

I also appreciate the 

support that I received 

from our parents and 

Valle Crucis School principal announces departure for new position 
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BOONE — The offi-

cer-involved shooting 

death of 22-year-old An-

drew Mason on March 30 

by Watauga County Sher-

iff’s Deputy Adam Gragg 
has been determined 

to be lawful by District 

Attorney Seth 

Banks, according 

to a statement 

released July 11.

“Based on all 

the evidence 

presented to my 

office, I have 
concluded that 

Gragg acted lawfully and 
in a manner that was 

consistent with 

his duties as a law 

enforcement offi-

cer,” Banks’ letter 
to Special Agent 

R.C. Laws of the 

State Bureau of 

Investigation 

stated. “I am 

therefore recommending 

that your file in this mat-

ter be closed.”

Banks’ office released 
the DA’s report on the 
investigation, along with 

the 911 calls from nearby 

homes, three photographs 

and a 23-minute, 31-sec-

ond video from Gragg’s 
body camera mounted on 

his right shoulder.

The incident occurred 

when multiple 911 calls 

were made by Hardin 

Road residents, the first 
at 11:24 p.m. from 2145 

Hardin Road. According 

to the audio of the call, 

the occupant informed 

dispatchers of a suspi-

cious male banging on 

DA: WCSO deputy justified in shooting death

Andrew Mason

Preston Clarke
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A
ppalachian 

State’s new 
parking deck at 

the site of the 

former Winkler Residence 

Hall is nearly finished, 
with completion sched-

uled for Aug. 12.

The 477-space parking 

deck, which extends into 

a portion of the Stadium 

Lot parking area, will net 

250 additional parking 

spaces on the west side of 

campus, according to the 

university.

The project contrac-

tors have been working 

to complete the parking 

deck in time for the start 

of the fall semester and 

the first home football 
game, as construction 

of new residence halls 

has displaced a number 

of parking spaces in the 

stadium area.

The parking deck and 

four new residence halls 

are part of a $191 million 

public-private (P3) devel-

opment package between 

Appalachian State, private 

developer RISE and non-

profit asset manager Be-

yond Owners Group. The 
project will provide 2,100 

to 2,200 student beds to 

replace Bowie, Coltrane, 

Eggers, Gardner, Winkler, 
Justice and East residence 

halls. All but East Hall are 

located on the west side of 

campus.

Appalachian State 

spokesperson Megan 

Hayes confirmed July 11 
that the parking deck is 

currently on time and on 

budget.

Two residence halls, 

buildings 100 and 200, 

are currently under con-

struction in the Stadium 

Lot area as part of phase 

one of the P3 project, with 

completion scheduled for 

fall 2020. Building 200 is 

beginning to go vertical 

with elevator shafts and 

steel structures, while 

site work continues on 

Building 100 at the corner 

of Jack Branch Road and 

Stadium Drive, which will 
be stepped along three 

different elevations.
Also in the stadium 

area, the new Kidd 

Brewer Stadium end zone 

facility is still planned for 

ASU stadium area parking deck nears finish
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In this July 10 photo, steel structures and elevator shafts for Building 200, at left, continue to rise.
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