
The COVID-19 vaccine has been

opened to everyone!

Book an appointment today

by going to

boonedrug.com
and follow the link for Covid Vaccine
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THE COMEBACK

Everett working to return 
from injury for senior year. 
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RALEIGH — North Carolina 
Attorney General Josh Stein 
announced July 21 a $26 billion 
agreement with opioid distrib-
utors and manufacturers that 
resolves the claims of both states 
and local governments across 
the country, including the nearly 
4,000 that have filed lawsuits in 
federal and state courts.

According to Watauga County 
Attorney Anthony di Santi, the 
agreement will create additional 
resources for the community.

This settlement comes as a 
result of investigations by state 
attorneys general into whether the 
three distributors fulfilled their 
legal duty to refuse to ship opioids 
to pharmacies that submitted sus-
picious drug orders and whether 
Johnson and Johnson misled 
patients and doctors about the 
addictive nature of opioid drugs.

The agreement includes Cardi-
nal, McKesson, and Amerisource-
Bergen – the nation’s three major 
pharmaceutical distributors – and 
Johnson & Johnson, which man-
ufactured and marketed opioids. 
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WATAUGA — In a 3-2 vote 
on July 26, the Watauga County 
Board of Education is making 
masks optional for all students, 
but reserves the right to change 
that decision. Masks are still 
required for all students riding 
on a school bus, per federal 
guidelines.

Board members Jay Fenwick 
and Marshall Ashcraft voted 
against making masks optional 
for students while Steve Combs, 
Gary Childers and Jason Cornett 
voted for it. The vote to make 
masks optional for students goes 
against recommendations from 
the North Carolina Department 
of Health and Human Services 
and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

The board also voted unani-
mously that masks are required 
for all employees while in any 
Watauga County School owned 
facilities or vehicles, but they 
can be exempt from wearing a 
mask if they voluntarily pro-
vide proof of vaccination or 
otherwise qualify for a legal or 
medical exemption.

For indoor extracurricular 
events, the board did not take 
any action, but strongly encour-
ages masking for those who 
are not vaccinated. Visitors or 
volunteers who will have close 
contact with students will be 
expected to wear a mask unless 
they provide verification of 
their vaccine status. In essence, 
visitors and volunteers close 
to students will be treated like 

Masks optional for WCS

Board votes 3-2 for voluntary mask wearing by students, reserves right to make mandatory
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Scott Elliott speaks at the July 26 Watauga County Board of Education meeting. Also pictured is board attorney Chris Campbell.
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(Left) Watauga County Schools Head Nurse Shelly Klutz provides 
COVID-19 information to the Board of Education on July 26. Also pictured 
is AppHealthCare Health Director Jennifer Greene.
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BOONE — After 18 years of 
public service, Boone Mayor 
Rennie Brantz is retiring.

“I think the goal that I had 
was to try and make life better 
for everyone in the commu-
nity,” Brantz said. “Boone’s a 
beautiful, wonderful place. It’s 
been good to us and our family. 
It’s offered opportunities that 
we could probably not have 
gotten anyplace else.”

Brantz served on the Boone 
Town Council for eight years 
and then as Boone mayor for 
the past 10 and is retiring due 
to health issues.

“Mayor Brantz has provided 
exceptional, stabilizing support 
and dedicated service for the 
Town of Boone during unprec-
edented times,” said Boone 
Town Manager John Ward. 
“His leadership has resulted 
in multiple improvements 
throughout the town — making 
it a better place for residents, 
students take and visitors.  

Boone mayor retiring after 18 years of service

Boone Mayor Rennie Brantz, left, is retiring at the end of his term. Also pictured is his wife Lana.
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WATAUGA — The Watauga 
Humane Society is seeing more 
animals come through its door and 
fewer foster parents as more people 
return to work in person.

Ashlee Yepez, the director of 
operations and animal welfare at 
the Watauga Humane Society, said 
the shelter has seen an “over pour” 
of animals come in during June 
and July.

“I don’t think it’s any different 
than previous years, but I do feel 
that you hear people talk about like, 
‘this is my COVID puppy,’” Yepez 
said. “That puppy they adopted 
during COVID-19 that really got 
attached to them (while) being able 
to work from home. We are seeing 
that there are people bringing in 

Humane 
society seeing 
a decrease in 
foster parents
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Anne, a 8-year-old female mixed 
breed, sniffs a flower.
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