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App State WR says 
he won’t play in 2020 25
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BREAKFAST, LUNCH, BRUNCH, ALL AT ONCE!

NOW OPEN!

BY KAYLA LASURE
kayla.lasure@wataugademocrat.com

BOONE — The Watauga 

County Board of Commissioners 

unanimously voted on Sept. 1 to 

appeal to the 

N.C. Court 

of Appeals 

once again 

in a five-year 
battle against 

a proposed asphalt plant on 

Rainbow Trail in Boone.

Watauga ordered 
to issue asphalt 

plant permit, 
county to appeal

Rainbow trail battle 
continues

SEE TRAIL ON PAGE 2
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I
n August 2020, Appala-
chian State University wel-
comed 20,023 students, a 

landmark enrollment for 

the university, it announced on 

Aug. 28.

The university announced in 

September 2019 its goal to reach 

a student enrollment goal of 

20,000 students by fall 2020 in 

order to increase financial stabil-
ity as well as its standing within 

the University of North Carolina 

system. At that time, Chancellor 

Sheri Everts said this goal would 

increase tuition revenue “for 

classroom resources, for salaries 

and additional personnel, for 

innovative and creative teaching 

and research endeavors.”

According to the university, 

numbers from the fall 2020 

census data and the Office of Ad-
missions as of Aug. 28 also show 

significant increases in first-year 
underrepresented students.

Appalachian enrolls 5,992 

rural students — more than 300 

students above the University of 

North Carolina System strategic 

plan benchmark for this year — 

and 6,100 first-generation under-
graduate students, which is 34 

percent of the total undergraduate 

population.

A record 18 percent of the total 

population is racially/ethnically 

diverse. Appalachian has in-
creased its total underrepresented 

student population by 56 percent 

since 2014, it said. The univer-
sity has also seen a 97 percent 

increase in first-year underrepre-
sented students since 2014, nearly 

doubling that enrollment in six 

years, the university stated.

Undergraduate enrollment has 

increased by 543, or 3 percent, for 

a total of 18,061. Graduate stu-
dent enrollment is up 11 percent 

for a total of 1,962. App State On-
line enrollment (undergraduate 

and graduate) has increased by 

more than 18 percent for a total 

of 1,513. New online graduate stu-

20,023 students

App State meets fall 2020 enrollment goal
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Appalachian State University in Boone announces on Aug. 28 that it has met its enrollment goal of 20,000 students during the fall 2020 semester.

BY IAN TAYLOR
ian.taylor@ashepostandtimes.com

ASHE COUNTY — A member 

of the Ashe County Board of 

Commission-
ers has been 

arrested on 

accusations 

of committing 

crimes against 

children, ac-
cording to the 

North Carolina 

State Bureau of 

Investigation.

Ashe commissioner 
charged with crimes 

against children

DIX

SEE DIX ON PAGE 3SEE GOAL ON PAGE 3

BY ANNA OAKES
anna.oakes@wataugademocrat.com

RALEIGH — Gov. Roy Cooper on 

Sept. 1 announced that North Caro-
lina will move into “Safer at Home 

Phase 2.5,” easing COVID-19 restric-
tions on more types of businesses and 

increasing the limits for gatherings.

“Because of our stable numbers, 

today we are ready to take a careful 

step forward,” Cooper said during a 

press briefing in Raleigh. “I want to 
be clear — we can do this safely only 

if we keep doing what we know works 

— wearing masks and social distanc-
ing. Moving to Phase 2.5 means we 

can safely do a few more things while 

still fighting the virus as vigorously 
as ever.”

The new phase begins at 5 p.m. this 

Friday, Sept. 4, and expires at 5 p.m. 

on Oct. 2 unless extended or modi-
fied. Limits on mass gatherings will 
increase to 25 people indoors and 50 

people outdoors, Cooper said. Gyms 

and other indoor exercise facilities 

— such as yoga studios, martial arts 

Gathering limits upped in NC Phase 2.5
Gyms can open at 30 percent; 
outdoor visitation permitted at 

nursing facilities
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