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S
ome parents are still on 

the fence and are con-

tinuing to weigh their 

options when it comes 

to in-person learning or instruc-

tion from home for the fall.

Gov. Roy Cooper made the 

announcement on July 14 that 

North Carolina public schools will 

be open for both in-person and 

remote learning in the fall under 

the state’s Plan B. For Watau-

ga County Schools this means 

using a 2x3 flex-type schedule 
in which students will be in the 

school building for two days at 

school and three days of learning 

remotely. WCS stated that there 

is typically not a deadline for 

registration for enrollment for 

in-person learning.

WCS is also offering an 
all-remote option through the 

Watauga Virtual Academy “for 

every student possible,” said WCS 

Superintendent Scott Elliott. 

The virtual academy application 

process will be open from July 

16-26. For more information on 

the virtual academy and to apply, 

visit www.wataugaschools.org/

coronavirus.

“We really will not know until 

we see how many students apply 

for the virtual academy and 

whether or not we have enough 

teachers to match the grade 

levels and subjects to meet all the 

needs,” Elliott said.

Some parents have indicated 

that they may choose to transition 

their students into homeschool 

programs.

Emily Wilson said wrestling 

with the decision of whether or 

not to send her 15-year-old daugh-

ter back to Watauga High School 

for the fall has been the very 

definition of a dilemma. Wilson 
said she feels like there are still so 

many questions that are unan-

swered that she can’t make a firm 
decision yet, such as how teachers 

will be protected in the schools 

and what happens if those in the 

school need to quarantine.

“It’s such a complex situation 

that there really are no good 

choices,” Wilson said. “It’s not 

going to be possible for everyone 

to get the scenario that they’re 

most comfortable with. That’s the 

reality of the pandemic.”

Catharine Milner said she too 

feels that there isn’t a solution that 

No easy answers
Parents contemplating 

in-person, home 
schooling options 

for fall

Gov. Roy Cooper announced on July 14 that masks will be mandated to be worn by all K-12 students and all 

school personnel this fall.
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BOONE — The lawn of Bibleway 

Baptist Church in Boone filled with 
several hundred people on July 18 

for a Back the Blue rally to show 

love, support and prayer for the 

area’s law enforcement.

While a few dozen attendees in-

dicated they were law enforcement 

Several 
hundred 

attend Back 
the Blue rally
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CHARLOTTE — After a two-day 

trial, a 60-year-old Boone man 

was convicted of child pornogra-

phy charges by a federal jury in 

Charlotte on July 17, according 

to Andrew Murray, U.S. attorney 

for the Western District of North 

Carolina.

Boone man 
convicted of child 
porn charges in 

federal court

SEE CHARGES ON PAGE 2

SEE RALLY ON PAGE 2

SEE SCHOOL ON PAGE 3

BY KAYLA LASURE
kayla.lasure@wataugademocrat.com

BOONE — Appalachian State University 

officials are reacting to a recent mandate 
from the University of North Carolina 

Board of Governors to UNC system insti-

tutions that called for university chan-

cellors to submit plans for “worst-case” 

25-50 percent budget cuts.

App State Interim Provost Heather Norris 

explained to Faculty Senate members on 

July 20 that chancellors received the emailed 

directive from Board of Governors Chairman 

Randall Ramsey on July 14 as a “worst-case 

scenario planning exercise.” According to NC 

Policy Watch — a project of the left-leaning 

N.C. Justice Center — university officials 
were told to submit plans that were “very 

specific and include details of which pro-

grams will be shuttered, which positions will 

be furloughed, laid off or eliminated entirely” 
and other details of how the 25-50 percent 

spending reduction would be handled. The 

publication added that several UNC officials 
had been told they had to submit plans by 

July 24.

Policy Watch, which obtained a copy of 

Ramsey’s email, reported that it direct-

ed chancellors to submit a report on the 

financial impact of closing their campus 
and reducing tuition and room and board 

fees; a plan to reduce their budgets by 25-50 

percent (to account for the reduced revenue 

resulting from reduced enrollment under 

various plans of closure); a projection of how 

the cancellation of fall athletics will affect 
their campus and specific plans for revenue 
shortfalls; and a General Administration 

analysis of the long-term impact on UNC 

institutions that have struggled financially.
Norris added that Chancellor Sheri Everts 

had a meeting with other UNC system 

App State asked to plan for ‘worst-case’ 25-50 percent cuts
Faculty committee proposes strategy
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