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ian.taylor@ashepostandtimes.com

JEFFERSON — After a 

manhunt lasting more than 24 

hours, two suspects wanted in 

questioning related to an armed 

robbery were apprehended by 

Jefferson Police Department 
officer Kevin Richardson, Tues-

day, July 30, just before noon.

According to the Boone Police 
Department, Jaheim Hicks, 18, 
and Aziz Felder, 19 — addresses 
for the two were unknown as of 
presstime — allegedly robbed 

a Circle K at the intersection of 
U.S. 421 and Bamboo Road in 
Boone at 2 a.m. Monday, July 

29. They then allegedly fled the 
scene in a maroon Chevrolet 
Malibu, which had previously 
been reported stolen in Yadkin 
County.

The car’s location was picked 
up near the Dollar General in 
Jefferson, when the vehicle 
wrecked and the pair fled on 
foot, according to the Ashe 

County Sheriff’s Office.
ACSO officer Randy Lewis 

said the two men were found 

walking along Wade Bare Road 
in Jefferson, not far from the 
scene of the wreck. He said 
Richardson recognized them, 

interviewed them and brought 
them in. Lewis added that 

Felder and Hicks were tired and 
hungry, and didn’t show any 
resistance.

Ashe County Sheriff B. Phil 
Howell said he was happy the 
manhunt was over and that 
nobody was harmed.

“The most important thing to 
me was the safety of everybody,” 
Howell said, specifically point-
ing to the safety of homeowners 

in the area and the citizens of 

the county. “Our number one 

priority was bringing those two 

suspects in safely for our officers 
and safely for them. It’s reassur-

ing that everybody has done a 

Suspects in Boone robbery caught in Ashe after daylong manhunt
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Jaheim Hicks, 18, and Aziz Felder, 19, are brought into the Ashe County Detention Center 

July 30 by ACSO Deputy Randy Lewis and JPD Officer Kevin Richardson. 

BY KAYLA LASURE
kayla.lasure@wataugademocrat.com

BOONE — A 25-year-old man 

— who was flagging traffic — died 
on July 27 after he was struck by a 
driver the day before on U.S. 421, 
officials said.

The driv-

er — Israel 

Alejandro Flores, 

21 — allegedly 
fled the scene 
and was later 

arrested by the 

Watauga County 
Sheriff’s Office, 

according to N.C. 

State Highway Patrol Trooper Z.L. 

Road flagger fatally 
struck by vehicle, 

driver charged  
in incident
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luke.weir@ashepostandtimes.com

ASHEVILLE — Radford Quarries, 
whose 40-acre Glendale Springs 
quarry property is the location of 

a proposed Appalachian Materials 

asphalt plant, filed for bankrupt-
cy Friday, July 26, according to 

documents from the North Carolina 

Western Bankruptcy Court.

Radford Quarries 
files for bankruptcy 

amid asphalt  
plant litigation
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thomas.sherrill@wataugademocrat.com

A
s bears expand into 

more parts of North 

Carolina and develop-

ment results in people 

moving into new areas, bear 
encounters are likely to become 
more frequent.

In early July, Janet Shoaf of St. 

Petersburg, Fla., snapped pictures 
of bears enjoying their feeder at 

their Vilas cabin. At the Grandfa-

ther Marathon on July 13, runners 
kept their distance around mile 22 
as a black bear joined the race for 
a few minutes along U.S. 221.

“Bears have always been at 
home here,” said Leesa Brandon 
of the Blue Ridge Parkway and the 
National Park Service.

According to media reports and 

a video of the incident, on July 13, 
a visitor attempted to approach 
a mother black bear in Cades 
Cove, Tenn., located in the Great 
Smokies Mountain National Park, 
resulting in the bear bluff charging 
at the man, who was within 

10 feet. While the man wasn’t 
identified, park rangers told the 

Knoxville News Sentinel that if a 

park ranger was present, the man 
would have been issued a ticket.

The federal National Park 
Service, which manages the Blue 
Ridge Parkway, the Appala-

chian Trail and the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park, has a 
rule where it’s illegal to willfully 
approach within 50 yards (150 
feet) or any distance that “disturbs 

or displaces a bear” within park 
boundaries. Violation can result 
in fines of up to $5,000 and/or six 
months imprisonment, according 

to the NPS.
According to Adrianne Rubiaco 

Bear in mind
Bear sightings, 

encounters 
enforce need 
for safety tips
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Bear sightings throughout the state are increasingly common as more people move into and near bear habitats, 

according to the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission.
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A black bear was seen around mile 21 of the Grandfather Mountain Mara-

thon. Now in its 52nd year, the marathon is part of the annual Grandfather 

Mountain Highland Games, which returned for its 64th installment July 

11-14 at Grandfather Mountain in Linville.SEE BEARS ON PAGE 2


