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BOONE — Watauga County 

was issued an unmodified opin-

ion for its fiscal year 2018-19 

audit of financial statements, 

but had two findings in an 

internal control review compli-

ance audit.

Travis Keever, with the Gould 

Killiam CPA Group, present-

ed the audit findings to the 

commissioners on Dec. 17. 

Keever said the firm issued a 

clean opinion on the 2018-19 

financial statements; the report 

was released Dec. 13. He said 

the firm believed the financial 

statements were materially 

correct.

Keever said the firm tested 

two major programs for federal 

single audit: Medicaid and 

foster care.

“The weaknesses in inter-

nal control in the two federal 

programs were related to a 

lack of evidence of supervisor 

review on a number of Medicaid 

and foster care cases,” Keever 

said. “This is also considered 

material non-compliance for 

the Medicaid program as these 

reviews are required by the 

state. Supervisory reviews over 

the eligibility determinations 

of primary control is in place to 

make sure those determinations 

have been made properly.”

Keever added that the firm 

suspects that these two areas 

are referring properly, but there 

wasn’t documentation to show 

it. The firm had analyzed 90 

cases, and a “handful” of the 

supervisor reviews were unable 

to be provided, Keever said.

“It doesn’t mean they weren’t 

done,” Keever said. “Eligibili-

ty determinations were made 

correctly.”

According to Keever, Watau-

ga’s Department of Social Ser-

vices had created a corrective 

action plan.

According to the audit report, 

the county has governmental 

funds, a general fund and pro-

prietary funds (used to pro-

vide information on the solid 

waste enterprise). The county’s 

County receives clean financial audit, but two internal control findings

SEE AUDIT ON PAGE 2
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W
ith school shoot-

ings on the rise for 

the last 20 years, 

gun violence is a 

concern for many students, par-

ents and school districts.

A nearly $1 million federal 

grant from the U.S. Justice De-

partment to the enhance aid for 

school security was announced 

this fall for the N.C. Department 

of Public Instruction’s Center for 

Safer Schools. Officials hope to 

use the fund for better training, 

increased resources and pro-

moting better policies at schools 

across the state.

The Center for Homeland 

Defense and Security reports 

14 incidences of gun violence 

in North Carolina K-12 schools 

since 2010.

Paul Holden, director of 

student services for Watauga 

County Schools, said he finds 

some correlation between the 

rise in anxiety among students 

in Watauga and the increasing 

trend of gun violence across the 

nation.

“We’ve had a couple circum-

stances where something that 

10 years ago would have been 

innocuous – an accidental fire 

alarm – when that happens, the 

kids, particularly our high school 

kids, you can visually see it ap-

pears to be a little more anxiety 

inducing,” Holden said.

“I attribute that to the school 

shootings.”

Many schools have responded 

by increasing security personnel 

and technology. Holden said 

Watauga County Schools have 

acquired two new nurses and 

one more school resource officer 

as well as installing safety doors 

in the school foyers in the past 

few years.

Alexander County Schools 

made similar improvements to 

school security technology and 

building safety, said Alisha Clo-

er, executive director of human 

resources and school safety.

“Schools across the country 

are more aware of the potential 

for violence. Incidents that have 

occurred cause everyone to have 

a heightened awareness of the 

surroundings and procedures 

within the schools,” Cloer said.

“We have plans in place for 

emergencies, and everyone in 

the district participates in drills 

and follow-up meetings after the 

drills.”

Grant to DPI’s Center  
for Safer Schools

DPI also focuses on improving 

school safety through its Center 

for Safer Schools.

As part of the U.S. Justice 

Department’s STOP School 

Violence Program, the Center for 

Safer Schools has been awarded 

a three-year, nearly $1 million 

grant. The grant will focus on 

BY THOMAS SHERRILL
thomas.sherrill@wataugademocrat.com

FOSCOE – Citing a 

readjustment of cash 

balances, the N.C. Depart-

ment of Transportation 

has delayed replacing the 

N.C. 105 Watauga River 

bridge between Boone and 

Foscoe to March 2021.

The postponement 

is from the previously 

confirmed start date of 

March 2020, which was 

announced in early 2019.

N.C. Department of 

Transportation Division 

Engineer Mike Pettyjohn 

said on Jan. 2 that the 

change was one of several 

across the state they have 

made “to fit (its) budget 

model.”

The delay is the second 

on the bridge project, 

which was originally set to 

begin in fall 2019. Petty-

john said the first delay 

was due to “financial bal-

ancing” of the N.C. State 

Transportation Improve-

ment Project, which is a 

nine-year list of approved 

and planned NCDOT 

projects that is updated 

every two years, as well as 

not having right-of-ways 

secured for the project.

According to media 

reports, the NCDOT 

has been under scrutiny 

from N.C. Treasurer Dale 

Watauga 
River bridge 

project 
delayed to 

March 2021
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Funding for safer schools
Federal grant may 
help school districts 
enhance security, 
prevent violence
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Paul Holden, the director of Student Services for Watauga County Schools, pres-

ents information to the Watauga County Board of Education. Also photographed: 
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