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A 
year after Boone was 

in the midst of its 

wettest year on record, 

a lack of rain has led 

to drought conditions in the High 

Country that could get worse in 

the coming weeks.

“It’s not going to take long to be 

more severe,” said Eric Luebenhu-

sen, meteorologist with the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture’s Office 
of the Chief Economist. “I would 

expect that we’ll continue to see 

the coverage and intensity of the 

drought expand across the state.”

The shift from record rain 

to no rain took place over the 

summer months. The Communi-

ty Collaborative Rain, Hail and 

Snow Network, or CoCoRaHS, 

a nonprofit, community-based 
network of volunteers, had no 

Watauga County-based volunteers 

outside of Beech Mountain record 

more than 0.2 inches of rain in 

a single day of September. Many 

reports note no rainfall for most 

of September.

According to the National 

Weather Service’s rainfall map, no 

location in Watauga County has 

received more than 2.0 inches of 

rain combined in the last 30 days. 

The Boone area had less than 0.25 

combined inches of rain.

Luebehusen said that an 

observer a mile south of Boone 

is currently running a deficit of 
5.87 inches of rain since August 

and that other regional totals are 

lower than normal.

Temperatures higher than 

normal, an average of 1-5 degrees 

higher, according to Luebenhu-

sen, have contributed to the dry 

conditions, and that along with 

high pressure keeping out rainfall 

is leading to a drop in local stream 

levels and more stress on vegeta-

tion levels.

“The overall trend is not good,” 

Luebenhusen said.

According to the National 

Weather Service in Blacksburg, 

Va., there’s no drought-busting 

High Country in moderate drought

Fall leaf season still expected on schedule
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The Sept. 24 drought map from the N.C. Drought Management Advisory Council.
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BOONE — Roughly a year 

and a half since local agen-

cies started talking about 

creating a program to help 

people find services before 
they wind up being arrest, 

the program is starting to 

come into fruition.

What started as a planning 

group has turned into a coa-

lition of various stakeholders 

to get a pre-booking diver-

sion pilot program off of the 
ground in Watauga County. 

This program is known as 

LEAD — Law Enforcement 

Assisted Diversion.

Watauga County Sheriff’s 
Office Sgt. Casey Miller, 
Mediation and Restorative 

Justice Center Executive 

Director Marisa Cornell and 

AppHealthCare Peer Sup-

port Specialist Ashley Bare 

approached the Watauga 

County Board of Commis-

sioners about the LEAD 

program on May 2. They 

explained that LEAD allows 

law enforcement officers to 
redirect low-level offenders 
engaged in drug or prostitu-

tion activity to local resourc-

es instead of arresting and 

incarcerating them.

To help make this happen, 

Cornell introduced the idea 

of Sequential Intercept Map-

ping to the LEAD coalition. 

The SIM process was created 

by Policy Research Associ-

ates Inc. in Delmar, NY, to 

help communities identify 

existing community resourc-

es, service gaps and oppor-

tunities for improved service 

coordination and communi-

cation among mental health, 

substance use and criminal 

justice professionals, accord-

ing to PRA.

The map identifies six 
“intercept points” in which 

people with mental and 

substance use disorders flow 
through the criminal justice 

system. These intercept 

points in chronological 

order include: community 

services, law enforcement, 

initial detention and initial 

court hearings, jails and 

courts, reentry and commu-

nity corrections.

“It’s a helpful tool in vari-

Arrest diversion 
program taking 

shape

BY GARRETT PRICE
Watauga County Schools

BOONE – As high 

school seniors prepare 

to graduate, they are 

asked to make a series of 

difficult decisions. Choices 
that will affect their 
secondary education or 

career training — choices 

that, in short, have the po-

tential to alter the course 

of their entire lives. With 

these pivotal moments in 

mind, staff at Watauga 
High School set out to 

connect its senior class 

with the tools and skills 

it needs to tackle just 

those kinds of decisions 

with its inaugural Senior 

Mini-Conference on Sept. 

18, going from 8:30 a.m. 

to 1:30 p.m.

Laura Turner, WHS 

GEAR UP coordinator, 

who helped plan the 

event, said the goal was to 

host a session for seniors 

that looked and felt like a 

professional development 

conference their teachers 

might attend in the course 

of their ongoing career 

training.

“The idea behind the 

Senior Mini-Conference 

Watauga High School hosts inaugural 
Senior Mini-Conference
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Watauga High School Seniors Emmie Huffman and Cora 
Lubsen spend time with a therapy dog at the Senior 
Mini-Conference’s self-care session on Sept. 18.SEE CONFERENCE ON PAGE 2 SEE PROGRAM ON PAGE 2


