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BOONE — A new endowment 

scholarship honoring a local couple 

to be given to Watauga High 

School seniors could potentially 

“cover virtually all of the cost of a 

four-year education,” said David 

Harman.

Harman made the announce-

ment during the Sept. 9 Watauga 

County Board of Education meet-

ing. He explained that he was a 

friend to Don and Audrey Bentley, 

and became a financial advisor 
for Audrey Bentley and eventual 

executor of the Bentley estate.

The Don and Audrey Bentley 

Scholarship was founded with the 

proceeds from the Bentley estate to 

honor the legacy of the couple. The 

scholarship is established through 

the North Carolina Community 

Foundation, and aims to support 

the couple’s “lifelong commitment 

to the Watauga County community 

and their passion for education.”

The North Carolina Community 

Foundation is a statewide commu-

nity foundation that has admin-

istered more than $145 million 

in grants since 1988 and sustains 

‘Life changing’ scholarship for WHS seniors honors Watauga natives
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I
n two separate ceremonies 

more than a dozen miles 

apart, the town of Boone cut 

the ribbon on what officials 
called the largest public works 

project in town history, as the 

Greg Young Water Intake and 

Ricky L. Miller Water Treatment 

Plant were dedicated on Friday, 

Sept. 6.

“I couldn’t be more proud of 

the staff that I get to work with 
and the elected officials that 
moved this project forward, 

(with) some difficulties, but 
celebration at the end,” Boone 

Town Manager John Ward said. 

“I think in the end, there will 

be more appreciative people as 

we move forward with this very 

important project.”

More than $42 million was 

used to construct the Young 

Water Intake facility alongside 

the South Fork New River near 

Cranberry Springs Road and 

Todd Railroad Grade Road in the 

Brownwood area and to make 

improvements to the water treat-

ment plant off Deck Hill Road.
“I see a lot of rural commu-

nities of your size aren’t taking 

a look at what they’ll look like 

five, 10 and 15 years down the 
road,” said Robert Hosford, state 

director for the North Carolina 

branch of the U.S. Department 

of Agriculture. “Y’all are taking a 

step in that direction.”

Speaking after the ceremony, 

the now-retired former Boone 

Town Manager Greg Young 

thanked the town’s employees 

Young, Miller honored by Boone
town dedicates new 

water intake, renovated 
water treatment plant
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Former Boone Town Manager Greg Young and current Boone Public Works Director Rick Miller pose at the dedi-

cation of the Ricky L. Miller Water Treatment Plant on Sept. 6.
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RALEIGH – More than a 

dozen Watauga-based road 

projects were part of the 1,700-
plus included in the N.C. De-

partment of Transportation’s 

2020-2029 State Transporta-

tion Improvement Plan, which 

was approved Sept. 5 by the 

N.C. Board of Transportation.

The NCDOT’s STIP, a 10-
year transportation plan, is 

updated every two years after 

a review process and given 

priority based on when the 

project is slated to start.

“Projects scheduled in the 

first six years of the plan 
(2020-2025) are consid-

ered committed and 

are not re-eval-

uated when 

a new plan 

is devel-

oped,” the 

NCDOT’s 

Sept. 5 

state-

ment said. 

“Projects in 

the final four 
years of each 

plan (2026-2029) 
are prioritized again 

based on technical data, as 

well as input from local offi-

cials and residents.”

According to the 

NCDOT, the 

projects were 

prioritized 

based on 

technical 

data as 

well as 

input 

from lo-

cal offi-

cials and 

residents. 

Out of the 

final list, the 
plan also includes 

385 changes in highway 

projects from the initial draft 

STIP that was released in 

January.

The N.C. 105 widening from 
N.C. 105 Bypass just outside 
of Boone to Foscoe has road 

construction starting in 2023. 
Work to replace the Watauga 

River bridge will start in spring 

2020, as previously stated by 
NCDOT Engineer Ramie Shaw.

The $224 million widening 

of U.S. 221 from Deep Gap to 

Jefferson, a 16.1-mile project 
that started in 2016, has con-

struction costs built in through 

2024, in line with the original 
estimated completion year.

NCDOT approves 2020-2029 transportation project list
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BOONE — Almost a year after 

Appalachian State University 

faculty were notified that there 
would be no merit-based raises 

for faculty, university adminis-

trators announced that this will 

change for the 2019-20 fiscal 
year.

Faculty were notified of a de-

cision to not award merit-based 

raises for the 2018-19 fiscal year 
on Sept. 26, 2018. Since that 
time, members of the university 

Faculty Senate have passed res-

olutions demanding answers for 

the decision, met with members 

of administration and hosted a 

campus-wide faculty meeting to 

discuss the issue. The Faculty 

Senate ad-hoc committee on fac-

ulty salaries was created and has 

since been meeting for several 

months.

Faculty Senate met again on 

Sept. 9 for the first meeting of 
the 2019-20 academic year. It 
was during this meeting that 

Chancellor Sheri Everts an-

nounced that after readjusting 

the budget, there should be 

funding for merit-based raises 

ASU 
administrators 
identify funds 

for faculty raises

PHOTO BY KAYLA LASURE

Chancellor Sheri Everts speaks to 

Faculty Senate on Sept. 9.
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