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BOONE — The Watauga Board of Educa-

tion is considering bringing K-3 students 

back into schools for in-person learning 

starting Oct. 5 and then allowing grades 

4-12 to re-enter on Oct. 19 as planned.

The board voted on July 28 to delay 

in-person instruction for nine weeks while 

students learned remotely starting Aug. 

17. Board members planned to monitor 

COVID-19 trends, and then make a deci-

sion if it was feasible for students to return 

in person starting Oct. 19.

“I feel very confident in our ability to 

safely return students to school on Oct. 

19,” said Superintendent Scott Elliott 

during the board’s Sept. 14 meeting. “I also 

K-3 could return to schools Oct. 5 

school board to decide on phased in-person approach
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Watauga County Schools Superintendent Scott Elliott outlines options for in-person learning during a Sept. 14 Board of Education meeting. Also photo-

graphed: Board member Jay Fenwick.
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BOONE — Citing significant 
impacts to its industry due to 

pandemic restrictions, Hospital-

ity Mints announced to about 75 

employees last week that it will be 

closing its Boone plant.

Founded 

in 1976, 

Hospitality 

Mints has 

been in 

business for 

more than 

40 years, 

manufacturing soft and hard 

mints for restaurants and hotels 

as well as candies sold at retailers 

After more than 
40 years in Boone, 
Hospitality Mints 

plant to close
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BOONE — AppHealthCare 

on Sept. 10 reported that three 

residents of Glenbridge Health & 

Rehabilitation died between Sept. 

6 and 9 — the first COVID-19-asso-

ciated deaths in Watauga County.

“These individuals died Sept. 

6-9, and upon review from the 

medical provider, the deaths have 

been attributed to COVID-19,” Ap-

pHealthCare stated. “The patients 

were in their 70s and 80s and had 

underlying medical conditions. 

To protect the family’s privacy, no 

further information will be released 

about these individuals.”

On Sept. 15, AppHealthCare re-

Four die with 
COVID-19 

in Watauga
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BOONE — Appalachian 

State recently added data to its 

COVID-19 dashboard reflecting 
testing numbers and the per-

centage of tests that are positive 

each week.

According to the dashboard, 

4,531 tests had been conducted 

on campus as of Sept. 15. For 

the week ending Sept. 13, 1,613 

tests were conducted, with 58, 

or 3.6 percent, positive test 

results.

While the university’s Student 

Health Service is testing 60 to 

70 students per day, according 

to Appalachian State spokes-

person, Megan Hayes, the 

majority of on-campus tests 

are being conducted by Mako 

Medical, which has contracted 

with the university to hold pop-

up testing events for students, 

faculty and staff.
Additional pop-up testing 

events are planned at the Rivers 

Street Parking Deck on Sept. 19 

Watauga total cases grow by 133
appalachian reports testing numbers
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County COVID-19 risk levels are calculated by the Harvard Global Health 

Institute based on Sept. 13 data. The risk levels are calculated based on a 

7-day rolling average of the daily new cases per 100,000 people. The risk 
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