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BOONE — After serving as the 

provost and executive vice chancel-

lor of Appalachian State University 

since 2015, it was announced on 

Feb. 10 that Darrell Kruger is 

stepping down from the position 

effective immediately.
According to a message from 

Chancellor Sheri Everts, Kruger 

will be assigned to special projects 

within the chancellor’s division 

for the remainder of the academic 

year. Appalachian State spokesper-

Kruger resigns as 
App State provost
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BOONE — The Watauga County 

Board of Education chose on Feb. 

10 to approve a regular start date 

for the 2020-21 school year as well 

as approve an earlier start date for 

the following year, in potential defi-

ance of current North Carolina law.

This would put teachers starting 

back on Aug. 11 in 2020-21 with 

students starting on Aug. 17. The 

following year for 2021-22, teachers 

would begin on Aug. 3 and students 

would return on Aug. 9.

N.C. statute 5C-84.2 states that 

“Except for year-round schools, the 

opening date for students shall be 

no earlier than the Monday closest 

to Aug. 26, and the closing date for 

students shall be no later than the 

Friday closest to June 11.” Some 

school systems can apply for a one-

week waiver to start earlier if they 

have missed eight days on average 

in four out of the last 10 years.

According to media reports, some 

school districts chose to test the law 

in August 2019 by opening school 

earlier.

According to Watauga County 

Schools Superintendent Scott 

Elliott, 13 school systems chose to 

start earlier for the 2019-20 school 

year by using a loophole in the 

law about the flexible year-round 
calendar option. He said the board’s 

attorney advised that a year-round 

calendar is defined as when stu-

dents are in attendance at least one 

day all 12 months of the year. Char-

lotte public radio station WFAE 

90.7 reported that several school 

districts felt that optional summer 

school should count as year-round 

School board sets calendar dates, plans to start earlier in 2021
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Superintendent Scott Elliott shares the calendar options with the 

Watauga Board of Education. Also photographed: Gary Childers.
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B
lowing Rock community 

leader Harriet Caro-

lyn Browning Davant 

died Feb. 9 at the Foley 

Center in Blowing Rock at the age 

of 96.

“She was the epitome of a 

Southern lady,” said Lynn Law-

rence, longtime Blowing Rock 

volunteer and “Quiet Corner” col-

umnist for The Blowing Rocket. 

“She helped to shape the foun-

dation of our town. I remember 

as a child, her heart was helping 

the kids of the town, us mountain 

children. It’s a real loss.”

“When I heard that she had 

passed, I thought at least mama 

will get to see her friend again,” 

Lawrence said, noting her mother 

and good friend of Davant, Betty 

Pitts, who died in June 2018.

“She was very well thought of 

in the community — the Davant 

family have been the real icons 

and supporters of Blowing Rock,” 

said Mayor Charlie Sellers. “She’s 

going to be missed. What (the 

Davant family) contributed to our 

community is second to none.”

Davant and her late husband 

Charles, who died in 2003, first 
moved to Blowing Rock in 1948, 

seeking to escape the polio epi-

demic. The couple then opened 

the town’s first medical clinic in 
the early 1950s.

“Her husband spent many long 

hours working in the medical 

clinic, making house calls day and 

night, and then working in the 

emergency room clinic,” Suzanne 

Miller said of Davant in 2016.

The legacy of the Davant fam-

ily continues at the Harriet and 

Charles Davant Jr. Medical Clinic 

at the Foley Center at Chestnut 

Ridge, which opened in 2017. Her 

son Charles “Bunky” Davant III 

continues the family legacy at the 

Blowing Rock Medical Park.

“Davant led many projects for 

the betterment of her beloved 

mountain community,” her 

obituary stated. “She was smart, 

funny, independent, loyal and 

dedicated to family, friends and 

her community. She was relent-

lessly cheerful. She was beloved 

by all who were fortunate enough 

to know her.”

The Blowing Rock Community 

Foundation named her “Woman 

of the Year” in 2016, describing 

her as a “steel magnolia” and “the 

ultimate Southern lady.”

“Her husband first hired me 
when I first started working for 
the town of Blowing Rock,” Coun-

cilperson Doug Matheson said. 

“Harriet takes over you just like 

a mom ... That Southern accent 

of hers, when you listen to her, 

you think you’re in Charleston 

(S.C.). She was very supportive 

of the doc and very supportive 

of the things they could do. They 

really cared about the locals of 

Blowing Rock. She was just so 

many things to so many people 

in town.”

Davant was a founding member 

of the Watauga Medical Auxilia-

ry, a group of physicians’ wives 

who were very active in promot-

ing quality medical services in 

Watauga County, and also served 

on the board of directors for the 

Blowing Rock Hospital. Davant 

also worked with Watauga Coun-

ty Schools and was a trustee for 

the Morehead Scholarship Foun-

dation at the University of North 
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Harriet Davant speaks at the Blowing Rock celebration of the Blue Ridge Parkway 75th Anniversary in 2010.
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BOONE — When people hear 

the phrase “human trafficking” 
they may think of the movie 

“Taken” with Liam Neeson, which 

depicts a father trying to find his 
daughter after she was kidnapped 

in a foreign country.

While that type of situation does 

happen, it is not the narrative for 

the majority of human trafficking 
cases in North Carolina, said Chat-

ty Majoni — the Spanish services 

coordinator at OASIS in Boone. 

According to Project FIGHT 

(Freeing Individuals Gripped by 

‘Human trafficking 
happens 

everywhere’

Regional office in Boone one of 
seven in state to assist victims
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