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VALLE CRUCIS — The 

Watauga County Board of 

Education and the Watauga 

County Board of Commis-

sioners are hosting a joint 

public meeting on Sept. 3 

to discuss and hear public 

input on the proposed 

construction of a new Valle 

Crucis School.

The meeting will take 

place at 6 p.m. in the gym-

nasium of the current Valle 

Crucis School. The school 

board is not planned to 

conduct any other business 

during the meeting; the 

commissioners will still 

meet for their regularly 

scheduled meeting that 

morning at 8:30 a.m.

In February 2018, the 

commissioners heard 

from Chad Roberson — an 

Public meeting 
on new Valle 

Crucis School to 
be held Sept. 3
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The Valle Crucis School is 
located at 2998 Broadstone 
Road in the Valle Crucis 
community.

BY KAYLA LASURE
kayla.lasure@wataugademocrat.com

WATAUGA — The na-

tion becomes increasingly 

more on edge with each 

mass shooting tragedy, 

and local law enforcement 

are continuing to see the 

need for preparedness 

and prevention — both on 

the part of the public and 

their agencies.

“These acts of mass 

violence are concerning 

for all of us,” said Appa-

lachian State University 

Police Chief Andrew 

Stephenson. “It funda-

mentally changes our 

thought process; it alters 

the culture of our society.”

Just this month, the 

nation became aware of a 

shooting in El Paso, Tex-

as, and another in Dayton, 

Ohio — the two not even 

24 hours apart. According 

to CNN, 22 people died 

and more than two dozen 

were wounded when a 

shooter opened fire in 
an El Paso Walmart. 

The Dayton Daily News 

reported that a gunman 

killed nine people and 

injured 32 more in less 

than 60 seconds outside 

of a bar in Dayton.

“We certainly take these 

incidents seriously and 

have been preparing for 

years for such a possibil-

ity,” said Boone Police 

Capt. Andy Le Beau. “In 

our business, while we 

hope and pray it never 

happens, we do say ‘when, 

not if.’ We never want to 

lull ourselves into a false 

sense of security with 

the mindset that it can’t 

Amid shootings nationwide, local officers discuss preparedness
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R
epresentatives from the 

N.C. Division of Parks 

and Recreation met 

with local community 

members on Aug. 22 to solicit 

input on the master plan for the 

Elk Knob State Park.

The master plan will be a 20-

year plan — developed with the 

help of E2 Landscape Architecture 

in Asheville — that covers the 

entire state park, which con-

tains over 4,200 acres spanning 

Watauga and Ashe counties. A 

drop-in-style meeting was held 

at the Boone Optimist Club with 

plans posted around the room 

for community members to view. 

Staff were also on hand to answer 
questions and hear comments.

Dave Head, the planning pro-

gram manager for the Division 

of Parks and Recreation, said Elk 

Knob has been a growing park 

and has gotten to the point where 

officials need to plan for the future 
in a “holistic” fashion.

According to the Division of 

Parks and Recreation, the goals 

for the planning process include 

expanding the park to further 

conserve important surrounding 

landscapes; connecting the park 

to surrounding communities; 

celebrating and preserving the 

natural, cultural and viewshed 

resources; improve the park user’s 

experience through facilities; and 

increase recreation access and 

connectivity while also enhancing 

the unique existing opportunities.

Meeting attendees were able to 

look at materials that showed four 

development sites where park offi-

cials have flatter land to use. These 
sites have been deemed the south, 

north, park entrance and and 

peak road sites. Head explained 

that organizers have identified 
the following uses for those sites 

— day use (like picnic tables and 

shelters), a visitor center and 

camping or other amenities. It 

has not been determined what the 

programming in these areas would 

look like, though.

“No decisions have been made 

yet,” Head said. “This is the time 

we want to hear from (the pub-

lic); we want to hear from them 

through the process but now is 

really important.”

Attendees were asked to fill out 
a paper survey with approximately 

five questions to gather input on 
the plan. An online survey on the 

plan is also available, and can be 

found by visiting www.ncparks.

gov/elk-knob-state-park/fu-

ture-development.

The survey closes in roughly two 

weeks, Head said, but people can 

still reach out to him throughout 

Expanding Elk Knob
Public invited to share 

input on future of 
state park
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Mark Schultz asks questions to State Trails Planner Smith Raynor about the 
upcoming plans for the Elk Knob State Park.
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