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EDUCATION 2025

Creating meaningful
opportunities

Public invited to 2025-26
budget preview Jan. 23

By Jeannine Nota-Masse
Cranston Public Schools
superintendent

Cranston Public Schools
had a successful start to the
school year. We are proud to
have a Milken Award Win-
ner at Glen Hills Elementary
School announced in Octo-
ber. Maria Santonastaso is
an outstanding educator,
and we were thrilled to be
able to celebrate her locally
as this esteemed national or-
ganization recognized her.

We are fortunate to have
so many talented, dedicated
educators in Cranston.

Our RICAS scores have
shown growth in many ar-
eas, and we are proud that
the hard work that our edu-
cators and students do ev-

ery day is paying off. Sev-
eral of our schools have ad-
vanced from low or typical
ranges to high ranges, dem-
onstrating the tangible im-
pact of our educators' hard
work.

This progress is about
more than test scores — it's
about closing learning gaps
and creating meaningful op-
portunities for our students.
While educational headlines
are often discouraging, our
data tells a different, more
hopeful story. Our children
are making growth and ac-
cessing high-quality educa-
tional opportunities each
day.

The district’s five-year
master plan is becoming a
reality as we continue to
improve our facilities. We

©

Nota-Masse

have a plan for the comple-
tion of Phase III of Eden
Park Elementary School’s
renovation, we continue to
see progress on the new
Gladstone Elementary
School, and we are in the
planning phase for the con-
struction that will take place
at our charter high school,
the Apprenticeship Explora-
tion School. We are also
very excited about the plans
for a new parking lot at
Cranston High School West.

Despite these exciting im-
provements and new facili-
ties, there is still so much to
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Fostering skills for
lifelong learning

Next update on high school
construction Jan. 28

By Lynn Dambruch
Warwick Public Schools
superintendent

As we reflect on the mile-
stones and achievements of
2024, we are filled with grat-
itude and anticipation for
the future. The last year has
been a time of remarkable
progress, and we are excited
to continue this momentum
into 2025. These achieve-
ments would not be possi-
ble without a commitment
to educational excellence
from teachers, families and
the Warwick community.

Our students” academic
growth continues to move
in the right direction, and
we are proud of their hard
work, as well as the dedica-
tion of our entire school

WARWICK

community. With each pass-
ing year, we remain com-
mitted to providing curricu-
lum and curriculum re-
sources necessary to engage
students in academic dis-
cussion/discourse and to
ensure every student
achieves their fullest poten-
tial.

In 2025, we will continue
to focus on refining our edu-
cational practices to further
support the academic suc-
cess of all our learners. In
order to accomplish this, we
are committed to continuing
to implement our frame-
work of “A Vision of a
Graduate.” This is how we
support each child: nurture
their academic, social, emo-
tional and mental wellbeing
and create lifelong learners.

Dambruch '

Some ways in which we
work to create lifelong
learning is through our ex-
ploratory classes, career and
technical education classes,
honors classes, advanced
placement courses and du-
al-enrollment courses
through partnerships with
CCRI and New England
Tech. Additionally, we work
with a number of commu-
nity partners to host finan-
cial literacy fairs and partic-
ipate in opportunities at the
middle level sponsored by
Junior Achievement.
Whether it is future success
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The Budlong Pool, closed since 2020, will be replaced by
a new pool less than half its size but with a preserved pool
house.

City plans July opening of
Budlong Pool’s successor

Replacement long awaited, much debated and smaller
By ROSEGALIE CINEUS

Since the city closed it in 2020, the Budlong Pool has oc-
cupied a murky and contentious place in Cranston, its fate

REATI
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uncertain and residents B
questioning the city’s plans
for it.

Now, as the new year be-
gins, the community pool
may be approaching a fresh
start, too.

Following the completion
of an environmental review
required by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) to ac-
cess the $750,000 grant, ap-
proval to release those funds
was sent over last week, ac-
cording to the mayor’s chief
of staff, Anthony Moretti.

In terms of getting shov-
els in the ground and bring-
ing the pool back into use,
Moretti says the goal is to
open July 1, 2025 — though
the target date may change
as work proceeds.

As the project moves for-
ward, some continue to ob-
ject to the demolition and
downsizing of the pool.

A community group,
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An artist's rendering of the planned Warwick City Hall
Plaza, a covered ice rink and adjacent park on the site of
the former City Hall Annex in Apponaug.

Skating rink headed for
fall debut despite delays

Year-round use of $6.7M Gity Hall Plaza is planned

By ADAM ZANGARI

Warwick Mayor Frank Picozzi’s envisioned downtown
Apponaug centerpiece will probably not have to wait an-
other winter before skaters hit it. [ |

2025

City Hall Plaza, the ice
rink and park being built on
the site of the former City
Hall Annex, is on pace to
open in the fall, according to
Chief of Staff Bill Facente.

“It can and will be used
throughout the entire year,”
Facente said. “In the spring,
summer — warmer months
— it can be used for other
public events. The mayor’s
looking at doing something
similar to what they do in
Providence, with roller skat-
ing in the summer months
and other kinds of activities
that keep that facility gener-
ating interest and revenue
throughout the year, like
little concerts and food-
truck events.”

Next to the rink will be a
small park with public seat-
ing intended to create a
green area in the middle of
the busy village.

“It’s basically going to be
a long area, just places to
hang out and enjoy nature,
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Shekarchi: Deficit, housing top concerns

By ADAM ZANGARI

As the calendar turns to 2025 and Rhode Island’s legisla-
ture prepares to begin another session, House Speaker K.

Joseph Shekarchi is getting ready for the challenges of the
new year. The most immediate concern: the state budget.

This year’s budget, Shekarchi said, will be the most chal-
lenging he’s had to put together throughout his time as
speaker. That's largely due to the state’s financial posture.

“We're about $330 million in a deficit situation right
now,” Shekarchi said. “So we have to, obviously, close that
deficit. [A lot depends on] how we close it and how much
it ultimately ends up being in May. We’ll have to wait and
see what the revenue numbers are.”

Shekarchi attributed the deficit to higher state expenses,
saying that over the last year, more people had received
aid from state agencies and state employees had received
significant raises.

Finding the revenue to close that deficit, Shekarchi said,
was why he was in favor of reinstating truck tolls on high-
ways, which the U.S. First Circuit Court of Appeals re-
cently determined the state was within its rights to do.

“As you know, we have a bridge problem, and though
I'm very grateful for all the federal money we have, there’s
going to be a cost associated to state taxpayers, so we need
to either offset it or find another revenue stream,” Shekar-
chi said. “What I am definitely against is tolling of cars.”

Before truck tolling can happen, though, Shekarchi said
the state will have to change its current enabling legisla-
tion, which gives preferential treatment to local truckers —

something the First Circuit determined was unconstitu-
tional.

Shekarchi also said that the First Circuit’s decision was
not necessarily final, as the trucking companies on the
other side of this legal tug-of-war can ask for an en banc
hearing or to appeal to the Supreme Court.

The speaker said he can’t say what the top budget pri-
orities will be until meeting with other members of the
House.

“We’ll listen to our caucus,” Shekarchi said. “We'll listen
to what the members have to say.”

Housing: Local control isn’t the issue, speaker says

New Rl
laws
page 8

u SHEKARCHI - PAGE 22

In addition to the budget, Shek-
archi’s top priority for the 2025
session is unchanged: housing.

After passing 47 housing-de-
velopment bills in the last three
General Assembly sessions, Shek-
archi said more are needed.

“When you hear people say
‘We don’t want affordable hous-
ing because we don’t have
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and/or info on deceased classmates, etc. Please con-
tact Dean Plowman dean695@gmail.com

Cranston Chatter

Class Reunion

Oct. 11, 2025, Pilgrim High School Class of 1975’s
50th Reunion will be held on Sat., Oct. 11, 2025 at
Quonset “O” Club, 200 Lt. James Brown Road,

| North Kingstown. We are looking for our classmates
[ |
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Locals nab football awards

The Rhode Island
Football Coaches
Association recently
announced its postsea-
son awards.

Sports, page 19
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Crack Sealing, Sump Pumps,
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Arborist &
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CALL US

401-541-5985
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FREE CONSULTATION
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Janet J. Goldman, Esq. ¢ 51 Jefferson Blvd. + Warwick, RI
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Reliable, Safe, Efficient
& Hassle-Free Service

OUR SERVICES
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* Contaminated Soil Excavation & Disposal
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our 24 Hour Service 4
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NEW!

Online Ordering Portal for Current Customers
Skip the phones! Order online and pay your bill

www.callrichards.com
2 Station Street « Coventry, RI
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Longbridge

Rewriting the

Rules of
Retirement

Retirement comes with more time for
the things you love. A reverse mortgage
can help you fund them.

+ Pay off your existing mortgage to
eliminate monthly payments'

v Get additional income tax-free cash
to use for what matters most?

v Continue to own your home just like a
traditional mortgage

Contact Carol Miller, your local
Reverse Mortgage Specialist.

| ] (401) 406-1247 (Cell)
= carol.miller@longbridge-financial.com

NMLS #595725
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Holiday message: ‘Don’t let poor
judgment determine the rest of your life’

By JOHN HOWELL

ing about the Washington Bridge. And on Thursday

Alviti was in front of the cameras again. But this time
there wasn’t a word about the bridge, what it might cost or
when construction might start.

Alviti had a story, not one to be celebrated at this time of

ear.

Y “It takes one second. Probably less than a second to let
poor judgment determine the rest of your life, or maybe
determine the end of the life of someone you love. And in
that millisecond, you will have lost it all. You will never
again know the simple joys of daily life. You will never
again have that cup of morning coffee without the image
of what you did hanging over you. You will be remem-
bered by your family and your friends and complete
strangers as the person who killed another person in a
drunk driving crash.”

Stretching to the right of Alviti against the wall in the
offices of Mothers Against Drunk Driving in Warwick was
a line of uniformed law enforcement officers. They stood at
parade rest, erect with their hands clasped in front of them.
They were silent. They didn’t applaud Alviti, or for that
matter,r any of the other speakers.

While recognizing this is a time for the coming together
of family and friends, the universal message — actually
more of a plea - was for people to make a good decision
and turn the driving over to someone else if have been
drinking.

“It’s about the irreversible risk you're taking with your
life and the lives of others,” said Warwick Police Chief and
President of the Rhode Island Police Chiefs Association,
Col. Brad Connor. “The solution is simple: decide before
you drive. It’s a commitment to ensuring you and every-
one around you stays safe,” he said.

Jillian Young, AAA Northeast director of public relations

For the last year Peter Alviti has spent a lot of time talk-

Police chiefs and officers from across the state lined up at
the Mothers Against Drunk Driving office in Warwick
Thursday for a news conference encouraging Rhode ls-
landers to plan a sober ride home when celebrating the
holiday season. (Beacon Media photos)

urged people to use their phones as a means for a safe ride.

“Through a text to a friend, a rideshare app. There is no
excuse for getting behind the wheel impaired. So please
plan ahead, because it could save a life.”

Police will also be stepping up DUI enforcement across
the state, said Connor.

“Police departments will have extra patrols on the road
specifically focused on identifying and apprehending im-
paired drivers. Our officers will be out to enforce the law
and ensure the safety of everyone on the road. Together,
we are sending a clear and united message: impaired driv-
ing will not be tolerated,” he said.

PoricE LoGs

Cranston

BREAKING AND ENTERING

On Dec. 17, at approx. 2:19 p.m., inspectors arrested
Savion McKenna, 18, of 99 Midfield Dr. # 7 Waterbury,
Connecticut for Breaking and Entering/Building/Feloni-
ous Intent and Conspiracy. The arrest was the result of this
subject being turned over to 3rd District Court.

McKenna was arraigned at 3rd District Court.

LARCENY & VANDALISM

On Dec. 17, at approx. 1:49 p.m., inspectors arrested
Joshua Ortiz, 34, of 43 Devonshire St. Providence, for four
counts of Larceny over $1,500 and two counts of Vandal-
ism. The arrest was the result of this subject being turned
over to 3rd District Court.

Ortiz was arraigned at 3rd District Court.

LARCENY

On Dec. 18, at approx. 4:50 a.m., officers arrested Jose
Acevado, 47, of 47 Noyes St. Providence, for Larceny under
$1,500. The arrest was the result of call for service at Mar-
chetti's, 1463 Park Ave. Acevado was awaiting arraign-
ment.

DUI

On Dec. 19 at 12:41 a.m., officers arrested Jashua Rosario
Ubiles, 33, of 65 Harris Ave., Apt #2, Cranston, for DUI
BAC unknown and Breathalyzer Refusal. The arrest was
the result of a traffic stop on Cranston Street at Arlington
Avenue. Rosario Ubiles was arraigned and released by a
Bail Commissioner.

DUI

On Dec. 21 at 2:47 a.m., officers arrested Odilio Ramos
Vasquez, 25, of 167 Wallace St. Apt# 1 Providence, for DUI
0.15 or Greater First Offense (Phase I: 0.162 BAC, Phase II:
0.159 BAC). The arrest is the result of a call for a well-being
check at the McDonalds located at 923 Cranston St.
Vasquez was arraigned by Justice of Peace and released.

DUI
On Dec. 24 at 2:21 a.m., officers arrested Jonathan Torres,
19, of 228 Althea St. Apt. b Providence, for DUI first offense
BAC unknown. The arrest is the result of a call for service
at Wendy’s located at 110 Garfield Ave. Torres was held for
arraignment as a violator.

DISORDERLY CONDUCT

On Dec. 25 at 2:37 a.m., officers arrested Pedro Gutierrez,
40, of 21 Lexington Ave., Cranston for resisting legal or il-
legal arrest, obstruction an officer in execution of duty, and
disorderly conduct. The arrest is the result of a disturbance
at 21 Lexington Avenue.

Disposition of Arrestee: Issued a release to appear.

DOMESTIC SIMPLE ASSAULT

On Dec. 25 at approximately 6:37 p.m., officers arrested
Adalverto Castillo Jr., 30, of 69 Whipple Ave Cranston,
charging him with one count of Domestic Simple Assault
and one count of Domestic Disorderly Conduct. The arrest
was a result of a call for service at 69 Whipple Ave. Castillo
was arraigned and released by Justice of the Peace.

Warwick

DUI

On Nov. 13 at 10:19 p.m. Warwick police responded to
the area of 500 Greenwich Ave. after reports that Cranston
police were behind a possible intoxicated driver on Lam-
bert Lind Highway. Cranston police stopped the vehicle at
Greenwich Avenue by Shalom Drive.

A Warwick police officer made contact with the driver of
the vehicle, identified as Jenny Fumo, 48, of 118 Adams St.,
Fairhaven, Massachusetts, and found that she had “blood-
shot and watery” eyes and “the odor of an alcoholic bever-
age emanating from her breath,” according to police.

Fumo consented to a series of standardized field sobriety
tests. Based on the officers’ observations, she was placed
under arrest. She was issued a district court summons for
DUI of Liquor - .10 to .15 - 1st offense.

SHOPLIFTING

On Now. 15 at 6 p.m., police responded to Ulta, 1245 Bald
Hill Road, for the report of shoplifting in progress. They

were advised that a female exited Ulta and walked into the
Target next to it.

Officers stopped the suspect, identified as Mya Hernan-
dez, 18, of 37 Alvin St., Providence, and retrieved the stolen
items valuing $114.70.

Hernandez was transported to Warwick Police Head-
quarters. She was issued a 3rd District Court Summons
and a No Trespass Order for Ulta and Target.

DUI

On Novw. 17 at 2:25 a.m., police conducted a motor vehicle
stop after observing a 2009 Ford Flex traveling at a high
rate of speed.

The driver, identified as Luis Fargas Lopez, 43, of 191
Manton Ave., Providence, had “the odor of an alcoholic
beverage emanating” from his bread and “bloodshot and
watery” eyes, according to police.

Fargas Lopez refused to standardized field sobriety tests,
but stated that he had “three or four” beers, according to
police. Based on his physical state and on the officers” ob-
servations, police determined that he had been driving
under the influence.

He later provided a sample of 0.103% BAC. He was is-
sued a court summons for DUI of Liquor BAC .10 - .15 — 1st
offense and citations for Speeding 11+ MPH, and Refusal
to Submit to Preliminary Breath Test.

DRIVING WITH EXPIRED LICENSE

On Nov. 14 at 9:46, police observed occupants of a vehi-
cle traveling on Jefferson Boulevard not wearing seat belts.
Officers conducted a traffic stop.

The driver, identified as Maria Carrion, 40, of 29 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Providence, stated that she did not have an
active driver’s license.

Carrion was transported to Warwick Police Headquar-
ters and later released with a 3rd District Court Summons
for Driving Without License — 4th offense. She was also is-
sued a Warwick Municipal Court summons for No Seat
Belt Operator and No Seat Belt Passenger.

DUI

On Nov. 17 at 12:43 a.m., police conducted a motor ve-
hicle stop after observing a vehicle driving westbound in
the eastbound lane on East Avenue.

When approaching the vehicle, the officer found that the
driver, identified as Carissa Coleman, 23, of 7 Capital
Road, Milford, Massachusetts, had slurred speech, blood-
shot and watery eyes, and had the smell of alcohol on her
breath.

Coleman consented to a series of standardized field so-
briety tests. Based on officers” observations, she was placed
under arrest. She was transported to Warwick Police Head-
quarters and charged with DUI/Drugs/Alcohol — 1st of-
fense — BAC unknown and Refusal to Submit to a Chemi-
cal Test.

Editor’s Note: The preceding arrest log information has been
taken from arrest and incident reports provided by the Warwick
Police Department and other local law enforcement agencies.
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chools face $9M deficit for year

Galligan hopes to make cuts, but where?

By JOHN HOWELL

Six months into the 2025 Fiscal Year, the Warwick School
Department has identified it faces a $9-million deficit by
June 30 unless it makes budget adjustments.

Looking at the news from a positive perspective, School
Committee Chair Shaun Galligan said Sunday, “What's
good is that we caught it [the potential deficit] midway ...
there’s plenty of time to make alterations.”

The not-so-good news is that in a system hemmed in by
contractual obligations and state requirements to meet
student needs, making budget cuts is going to be difficult.
Furthermore, as of last weekend there was no immediate
answer as to where the department went off track to incur
such a significant projected budget shortfall.

Galligan hoped to get some answers when the commit-
tee met in executive session with the school administra-
tion Monday morning. He said Sunday the purpose of the
meeting is to review what measures could be taken to
address the budget while preserving the quality of educa-
tion. The meeting was ongoing at the deadline for this
newspaper, which was early because of the New Year’s
Day holiday.

Mayor Frank Picozzi learned of the projected school
deficit Christmas week. He was in contact with the state
auditor general and informed that the city needed to come
up with a plan to address the projected deficit. The admin-
istration met with Galligan and school administrators on
Friday to review the situation.

According to state law: “The chief financial officer of
each municipality and each school district shall summit a
report, certifying the status of the municipal budget in-
cluding the school department or regional school district's
budget, on a monthly basis.” Those reports are to be sub-
mitted to the members of the City Council as well as the
School Committee.

Galligan did not have an answer as to why the commit-
tee is learning only now of a projected budget shortfall if
monthly reports are required by the auditor general.

In addition to the projected budget deficit, the School
Department has yet to close the books on FY 2024. Galli-
gan discredited reports that the 2024 deficit could be as
high as $6 million. He said that as of last week the number

Warwick School Committee Chairman Shaun Galligan:
With projected school deficit estimates ranging widely,
“You don't know who to believe anymore!” (Beacon Media
file photo)

was close to $500,000 but depending on how expenses are
coded [operating expenses versus capital expenses, which
in many cases are costs covered by bonded improve-
ments] the deficit could be reduced to zero. Ward 5 Coun-
cilman Ed Ladouceur, who has been following municipal
and school expenditures, said on Sunday the depart-
ment’s records showed a $5-million-plus deficit for 2024,
and as of last week he was told the number was $800,000.

“You don’t know who to believe anymore,” he said. As
for the explanation of properly coding expenses, he said,
“it’s the shell game.”

Dealing with the current shortfall doesn’t look to be as
simple as adjusting department allocations.

Galligan notes that in the 2025 budget approved by the

committee and the City Council was balanced and re-
quired the elimination of 34 positions, however those po-
sitions have been filled over that last six months. He ac-
knowledges restoring the positions would account for
some of the deficit but not all of it.

“We brought back many of those [positions] because of
student needs,” he said.

He said that according to a student’s IEP [individual
education program], the district is required to hire addi-
tional personnel and there are cases where the IEP dictates
one-on-one instruction requiring the district to hire a
teacher assistant whose sole job is to work with one stu-
dent. He estimated the cost of a TA [teacher assistant] in-
cluding benefits at $50,000 to $60,000.

“Were seeing an increase in the number of students
needing requiring special benefits,” he said. Asked if
those requirements could be meet by third parties at costs
less than the district, Galligan pointed to other factors
such as student transportation have to be taken into con-
sideration.

Soon after the telephone interview Sunday, Galligan
emailed the following statement:

“The School Committee is deeply concerned with the
fiscal health of our district and the challenging position
we are in. Over the past weeks, we brought in an indepen-
dent consultant as an important step to ensure a thorough
and objective review of our district’s finances.

“We will work closely with Superintendent Dambruch,
her team and city leaders to develop a plan to close the
budget gap, with education priorities and transparency to
our community at center. In light of this news, we foresee
a difficult process and challenging decisions ahead. We
will navigate this situation responsibly and seriously. The
School Committee is committed to keeping the commu-
nity informed and involved as we move forward.”

In a press release issued by her office on Monday,
Schools Superintendent Lynn Dambruch said:

“We deeply appreciate the patience and partnership of
our Warwick community during this time. Together, we
can address these financial challenges while continuing to
prioritize the needs of our students and their families.”

The release did not address how or why the district
ended up with the projected deficit.

Sinapi aims to streamline council meetings

By JOHN HOWELL

doesn’t have the luxury of federal
ARPA funds in2025. Unlike some

council, although he didn’t say

were being suggested for a 36-acre

Anthony Sinapi has plans for
the City Council, although as the
incoming council president, he’s
keeping them secret for the mo-
ment.

Sinapi, who was selected chair-
man by incoming council mem-
bers in a caucus prior to Christ-
mas, will officially assume the role
on Jan. 7 during inauguration cer-
emonies at the Crowne Plaza.

In an interview Thursday, he
said he aims to make meetings
“more streamlined.” Pressed for
details, he said, “I want that to be
a surprise.” And should it not
work out, he added, “We won't
stick with it.”

He’s also keeping close to his
vest those council members he
plans to name committee chairs.
With four of the incoming council
members new to the job, he has
four incumbents, Bill Foley, Ward
1; Jeremy Rix, Ward 2; Ed Ladou-
ceur, Ward 5 and Vincent Gebhart
as seasoned veterans. He said he’s
talked with members and essen-
tially selected committees, which
will also be announced at the Jan.
7 meeting.

But Sinapi isn’t hesitant to name
challenges faced by the city and
how the council may play a role.
On top of his list are the school
budget and the construction of
new Toll Gate and Pilgrim high
schools.

Next in line is the municipal
budget, which he points out

other municipalities that used
ARPA funds on operating expens-
es, the administration of Mayor
Frank Picozzi allocated most of its
$33 million on capital improve-
ments such as fire trucks, sanita-
tion trucks and the extension of
Bayside sewers, meaning the city
would not be faced with structur-
al deficits going into the new fis-
cal year beginning on July 1. That
was not the case with the School
Department, which used federal
Elementary and Secondary School
Emergency Relief (ESSER) funds
made available during the pan-
demic to initiate new programs
that it continued to fund when the
federal programs weren’t re-
newed.

The School Department faces a
deficit for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2024. How much of a
deficit and how the administra-
tion aims to deal with it remain
undefined. When faced with a
similar situation where schools
failed to complete the fiscal year
with a balanced budget, former
Mayor Scott Avedisian used city
funds on the condition that
schools refund the city, which it
did over time.

Looming, which could be an
even greater problem, is how
schools will complete the current
budget. Schools are facing a
$9-million shortfall in the current
fiscal year, which ends June 30.
The administration and schools

BULLETIN BoARD

Incoming Warwick City Council
President Anthony Sinapi says
he wants to improve collabora-
tion between the council and
school officials and also continue
the good working relationship
that outgoing council President
Steve McAllister has had with
Mayor Frank Picozzi. (Beacon
Media files)

have been meeting regularly on
budget issues. Additionally,
schools retained Diane Brennan,
who previously worked for the
city Finance Department, to work
with auditors. How that plays out
could ultimately involve the coun-
cil.

Sinapi aims to improve “collab-
oration” between schools and the

how that might happen. He is also
looking to repeat the good rela-
tionship that Picozzi and outgo-
ing City Council President Steve
McAllister had.

A shortage of funds on a larger
scale — approaching $37 million,
according to the most recent pro-
jections of the project manager
working on the design engineer-
ing for the new high schools —
could likewise come before the
council. Sinapi finds some merit
to McAllister’s suggestion that the
city assume the cost and control of
athletic fields as a means of cut-
ting construction costs of the new
schools, although it would not re-
duce costs to the taxpayers.

Sinapi doesn’t see an alternative
to building the new schools, al-
though it appears the $350 million
approved by voters won't cover
costs.

“RIDE [Rhode Island Depart-
ment of Education] made it clear
refurbishing [the two high
schools] or a single high school
wouldn’t work. We're trapped on
the path we're on,” he said.

While he sees school financial
storm clouds, he’s optimistic
growth in the city will help sus-
tain operations without unduly
pressuring taxpayers. He points
to an increased tax base through
new and planned developments.
He mentions vacant land such as
that next to the Kent County
YMCA as a possible site of new
development. Condominiums

HELPING

parcel abutting Y property. And
he cites the development of par-
cels like those on Centerville Road
across from Diamond Hill Road.

“It was assumed all this land
would stay as it was,” he said.

Ironically, development on Cen-
terville Road, especially construc-
tion of condos, could have a direct
impact on Sinapi. He was moving
into a home last week in Pilgrim
Estates off Centerville Road. Ac-
cess to and from the development
is especially difficult during com-
muter hours and Sinapi and the
city have sought answers from the
Department of Transportation,
which controls the state highway.

Among the first of council ac-
tions will be to vote on the tenta-
tive agreements reached by the
Fraternal Order Of Police and the
Warwick Municipal Employees
Union. Members of both unions
have reportedly approved the
agreements, and now it is up to
the council to ratify them. Provi-
sions of the agreements have not
released by the administration.

Sinapi, who is licensed to prac-
tice law in Rhode Island and Mas-
sachusetts, works at the law firm
of his father, Richard Sinapi. He
also writes contracts for Johnson
& Johnson. He is the father of a
son.

Asked why he is taking on the
job of City Council president,
Sinapi said, “I want to go wher-
ever I can help the most people.”

Class Reunion

Oct. 11, 2025, Pilgrim High
School Class of 1975’s 50th
Reunion will be held on
Sat., Oct. 11, 2025 at Quon-
set “O” Club, 200 Lt. James
Brown Road, North Kings-
town. We are looking for
our classmates and/or info
on deceased classmates, etc.
Please contact Dean Plow-
man dean695@gmail.com

Community Events

Jan. 4, Frozen Clam Obsta-
plunge by Mentor Rhode
Island and Laidback Fit-
ness at 11 a.m. at the God-
dard Park beach. The event
features a Ninja-style course
with hurdles, walls to climb
and tubes to crawl through
before plunging into Green-
wich Bay. There’s always a
group that foregoes the
course and just takes the dip
to benefit Mentor RI. You
can buy tickets that morn-
ing, but to be sure to get a
long sleeve T-Shirt be sure
to preregister. Tickets are
$44. For more information
call 732-7700.

Jan. 5 — 7, 2025, AARP
CHAPTER 2210 ATI. AN-

TIC CITY TRIP has planned
a trip to Resorts Casino Ho-
tel in Atlantic City from
January 5-7. The Tour in-
cludes 2 nights” accommo-
dations, 2 meal credits (up
to $20 value each) & $20 slot
play. Bus pickup from the
Exit 19 Park & Ride on Hop-
kins Hill Road at 7 a.m., re-
turn time is approximately 6
p-m. Cost is $299/person
(double occupancy), $279/
person (triple occupancy) or
$399/person (single occu-
pancy). For more informa-
tion call Maureen at 828-
5188 or Anne at 263-4272.

Jan. 7, The Gaspee Seniors
Club will meet at 1:30 p.m.
at the Pilgrim Senior Center,
27 Pilgrim Pkwy, Warwick,
RI. The business meeting
starts promptly at 1:30 p.m.
This will be followed by cof-
fee and pastry. The activity
for the day is bingo. New
members are always wel-
come.

Jan. 7, VFW Post #183 Hi Lo
Jack Tuesday League starts
at 6pm. Email vfwpost183e-
vents@aol.com with any
questions.

Jan. 9, VFW Post #183 BIN-
GO Doors open at 6 p.m.
bingo starts at 6:30 p.m. $30
entry. Cash Prizes. Please
email vfwpost183bingo@
gmail.com with any ques-
tions. Bingo is also taking
place Jan. 22, Feb. 6, Feb. 19,
March 6, and March 16.

Jan. 11, Open Forum “Re-
membering the 1950’s” will
be presented by the Hope
Historical Society at 2 p.m.
The meeting will be held at
the Howland Barn, 35 Rye-
field Road, Hope. Open Fo-

rum is an interactive meet- Bob Fontaine Photography

come!

. Lau Brothers Enterprises Washington Trust Michael & Sandra Stuart

ing where members and at-

te§ dvgesebeecorene aelii/in his- dha Han Palace Greenwood Credit Union David & Carolyn Tessitore

. & Ocean State Alarm Company, Inc. Anonymous Ed & Claire Thurston
tory by sharing memorabil-
ia, artifacts, pictures, stories Robert Baxter Associates, Inc. William & Patricia McDevitt Warwick Independent School
’ 4 ’ " | laay's Doughboys, Inc. Taylor A. Cann Employees
tect)c'i Cr elated to the program Arrest-A-Pest Eloise Boyer Stephen & Marilyn Blanche
pic. Crusty's Pizza Cap City of RI

Jan. 11, Ocean State Orchid Elaine Gambardella Laraine Fennimore

Societ;lz meeting at 1 p.m. Sullivan Tire Co., Inc. Roger & Betty Keefe

We meet at Rocky Hill NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS AND |rYes, I would like to make a donation to the |

Gr?%nge, 1340 South County FINANGIAL" DONATIONS GAN BE DROPPED Holiday Basket Program |

Tr'a1k11 (RRIt%é 821)é ]153?5’5 Greein— OFF AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS: | Name |

wich, . ease enter

through the door at the rear * Pilgrim Senior Center | gidress - :

of the building. Meetings T ity p

are open to the public. * Beacon Communications : {1 Please keep my name confidential |

Guests and visitors are wel- | JCR'ETUTTA @ ETVRL R | 0 Check Enclosed Amount |
|

|

You Can Help A Needy Family

Canned goods and non-perishable food items can be dropped off at the locations listed below,
or a cash donation can be made payable to Neighbors Helping Neighbors c/o Warwick
Beacon, 1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick, Rl 02889 or Dept. of Human Services, Pilgrim
Senior Center, 27 Pilgrim Parkway, Warwick, Rl 02888 (use coupon below).

Thank You to Contributors:

*Chects should be mate payable 1o “Neighbors Helping Neighbors”

WarwickK’s

Bove Associates Beverly Lucas

MAILTO: Beacon Media, Neighbors Helping Neighbors,
1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick, Rl 02889
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LEGAL NOTICES

CITY OF CRANSTON

= \ NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Wﬁﬁ “R & T Estates”
m,ﬂ Minor Subdivision- Preliminary Plan
- W/Street Creation

You are hereby notified that the Cranston City Plan
Commission will meet to review the Preliminary Plan for a
proposed Minor Subdivision entitled “R & T Estates.” This
public hearing will be held on Tuesday, January 7, 2025 at
6:30 P.M., in the City Council Chamber of Cranston City Hall,
869 Park Avenue. As a neighboring property owner, you are
invited to attend this public hearing at which time plans will
be presented for public comment and City Plan Commission
consideration.

The subject parcel is located at 300 Laten Knight Road,
Assessors Plat 29, Lot 2 and is zoned A-80. The property
owners are Lawrence D. and Elizabeth Moses of 380 Laten
Knight Rd, Cranston, RI. The applicant is Thomas V.
Moses, Esq. of Moses Ryan Ltd. 40 Westminster St, 9th Fl,
Providence, RI 02903.

The Proposal is to subdivide a single 29-acre lot into a total
of five (5) conforming house lots with access through a new
private road, stemming from Laten Knight Road. The lots are
planned to be serviced by private wells and public sewer.

Zoom webinar information for remote participation:

https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/6GIQCjRNImIpGk6

HWfYImgoYX?domain=zoom.us
Passcode: 641733, Webinar ID: 921 6101 2817

Or One tap mobile: +13052241968, 92161012817# US
Or Telephone: +1 305 224 1968 US

The meeting of the City Plan Commission will be live streamed
on the City’s YouTube channel. You will only be able to watch

the proceedings: https://www.youtube.com/@cityofcranston

Application materials and staff reports will be posted to the
City Planning Department webpage at https://www.cranstonri.
com/departments/planning/. The application may also be
reviewed prior to the meeting in the Planning Department,
Room 309, Cranston City Hall, during regular office hours,
8:30 A.M. — 4:30 PM., Monday through Friday.

Pursuant to the Cranston Subdivision and Land Development
Regulations, the proposed plan may be revised by the City
Plan Commission as a result of further study or because of
views expressed at this meeting. Individuals requesting
interpreter services for the hearing impaired should contact
the Planning Department at 780-3136, seventy-two (72) hours
prior to the meeting date.

Michael Smith
President

Jason Pezzullo, AICP
Planning Director

12/26/24, 1/2/25

CRANSTON

SAFETY SERVICES &
LICENSES COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

A Public Hearing will be held be-
fore the Safety Services & Licenses
Committee on Monday, January 13,
2025 at 6:00 p.m. in the Cranston
City Council Chambers, City Hall,
869 Park Avenue, City Hall, Cranston,
R.Lin accordance with RIGL 5-38.4-
2, for the purpose of considering the
application listed below. Remote par-
ticipation is also available by using
the logon information provided below
as posted on the City’s website at
www.cranstonri.gov and the Secretary
of State’s website at www.sos.ri.gov

When: Jan 13, 2025 05:30 PM Eastern Time
(US and Canada)

Topic: Safety Services & Licenses Committee
Passcode:685821

Phone one-tap:
+13052241968,,94203273510# US

Join via audio:

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)

+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

Webinar ID: 942 0327 3510

International numbers available:

https://zoom.us/u/adkjYCIZcS

NEWAUTO BODY LICENSE
Tasca Automotive Group
40 Sharpe Dr.
Mon-Fri 7am-5pm

Safety Services & Licenses Committee

Tracy A. Nelson, CMC
City Clerk

Individuals requesting interpreter ser-
vices for the deaf or hard of hearing
must notify the City Clerk’s Office at
461-1000 ext. 3198 seventy-two (72)
hours in advance of the hearing date.

1/2, 1/9/25

SAFETY SERVICES &
LICENSES COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

A Public Hearing will be held be-
fore the Safety Services & Licenses
Committee on Monday, January 13,
2025 at 6:00 p.m. in the Cranston City
Council Chambers, City Hall, 869 Park
Avenue, City Hall, Cranston, R.l.in ac-
cordance with Title 3, Chapter 7 of the
R.l. Gen. Laws, 1956, as amended,
for the purpose of considering the
application listed below. Remote par-
ticipation is also available by using
the logon information provided below
as posted on the City’s website at
www.cranstonri.gov and the Secretary
of State’s website at www.sos.ri.gov.

When: Jan 13, 2025 05:30 PM Eastern Time
(US and Canada)

Topic: Safety Services & Licenses Committee
Passcode:685821

Phone one-tap:
+13052241968,,94203273510# US

Join via audio:

+1312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)

+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)

+1253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

Webinar ID: 942 0327 3510

International numbers available:
https://zoom.us/u/adkjYCIZcS

Transfer of Location:
Class BV Liquor License
Cigar World, LLC
From: 686 Reservoir Ave.
To: 22 Rolfe Sq.
Mon-Sun 10am-1am

Safety Services & Licenses Committee

Tracy A. Nelson, CMC
City Clerk

Individuals requesting interpreter ser-
vices for the deaf or hard of hearing
must notify the City Clerk’s Office at
461-1000 ext. 3194 seventy-two (72)
hours in advance of the hearing date.”

1/2,1/9/25

CITY OF CRANSTON
RHODE ISLAND

NOTICE OF SPECIAL

. CITY OF CRANSTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
'llff‘l ) “East Street Plat”

i

s Minor Subdivision with Zoning Relief

Unified Development Review

You are hereby notified that the Cranston City Plan Commission
will hold a public hearing to review a Minor Subdivision —
Preliminary Plan requiring zoning relief entitled “East Street
Plat”. This public hearing will be held on Tuesday, January
7, 2025, 6:30 P.M., in the Council Chamber of Cranston City
Hall, 869 Park Avenue. You are invited to attend this public
hearing at which time, plans will be presented for public
comment and City Plan Commission review and consideration.

Zoom webinar information for remote participation:

https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/6 GIQCjRNImIpGk6H

WfYImgoYX?domain=zoom.us
Passcode: 641733, Webinar ID: 921 6101 2817

Or One tap mobile: +13052241968, 92161012817# US
Or Telephone: +1 305 224 1968 US

The meeting of the City Plan Commission will be live streamed
on the City’s YouTube channel. You will only be able to watch

the proceedings: https://www.youtube.com/@cityofcranston

In accordance with the provisions of RIGL § 45-23-50.1 and
§45-24-46.4 (Unified Development Plan Review), effective
January 1, 2024, the City Plan Commission will consider and
vote upon any requested zoning relief in lieu of the Zoning Bord
of Review for subdivisions and land development projects.

The Proposal requires relief from provisions of the Zoning
Ordinance including Chapter 17, 20.120 — Schedule of Intensity
Regulation relating to minimum frontage requirements.

The subject parcel is located at 337 East Street, further
identified as AP 15, Lots 636, 1643 & 1661. The applicant is
Ronn David of 30 Woodland Avenue, Cranston, RI 02920. The
property owners are Michael Boscia and Dawn Boscia of 423
Natick Avenue, Cranston, RI 02921. The property is in an A-8
residential zone and contains approximately 58,053 +/- square
feet.

The applicant seeks the existing three (3) lots to be subdivided
into five (5) lots, as a minor subdivision of land under the
Unified Development Review regulations. The subdivision
will require the Planning Commission to grant a dimensional
variance for width and street frontage of each lot that will
greatly exceed the minimum lot size in the A-8 zone under the
Unified Development Review process.

All staff reports, recommendations, and supporting materials
on this application will be posted on the Planning Department’s
webpage at https://www.cranstonri.com/departments/
planning/ and will be accessible by following the link entitled
“January 7, 2025 Plan Commission”. The materials will be
posted approximately 4 days before the meeting.

All interested parties are invited to attend this public hearing
at which time, plans will be presented for public comment and
City Plan Commission review. Plans for this Minor Subdivision
project may be reviewed prior to the meeting in the Planning
Department, Room 309, Cranston City Hall, during regular
office hours, 8:30 A.M. — 4:30 PM., Monday through Friday.

Pursuant to the Cranston Subdivision and Land Development
Regulations, the proposed plan may be revised by the City Plan
Commission as a result of further study or because of views
expressed at this meeting. Individuals requesting interpreter
services for the hearing impaired should contact the Planning
Department at 461-1000 ext. 3222, seventy-two (72) hours
prior to the meeting date.

Michael Smith
President

Jason M. Pezzullo, AICP
Planning Director

12/26/24, 1/2/25

INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE
CRANSTON CITY COUNCIL

Pursuant to Section 3.03 of the City Charter a Special
Inaugural Meeting of the City Council will be held on
Monday, January 6, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. in the Cranston High
School West Auditorium, 80 Metropolitan Ave., Cranston,
RI at which meeting the following items of business shall
be transacted.

Remote viewing is also available using the login information
provided below as posted on the City’s website at www.
cranstonri.gov and the Secretary of State’s website at

WWW.S0S.ri.gov

Technology problems should be reported immediately to:
CranstonCityCouncilMedia @ gmail.com

Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://zoom.us/j/953687949737?pwd=2t27m410IcXUbT2
X3IXHxJJFYpfTDQ.1

Passcode:300211

Phone one-tap:
+16469313860,,95368794973# US
+13017158592,,95368794973# US (Washington DC)

Join via audio:

+1 646 931 3860 US

+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)

+1 305 224 1968 US

+1 309 205 3325 US

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)

+1 719 359 4580 US

+1 253 205 0468 US

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 360 209 5623 US

+1 386 347 5053 US

+1 507 473 4847 US

+1 564 217 2000 US

+1 669 444 9171 US

+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)

+1 689 278 1000 US

Webinar ID: 953 6879 4973

International numbers available:
https://zoom.us/u/aef38wk6J8

YouTube Livestream

The meeting will be live streamed on YouTube. Click the
link below to view the meeting. You will only be able to
watch the proceedings. https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCtE9vwA1B1PQHuftrNPcZjg.

. CALL TO ORDER BY THE CITY CLERK
Il. ROLL CALL OF THE COUNCIL-ELECT
lll. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

* Election of City Council President
(votes may be taken)

At this time, the elected Council President will preside over
the remainder of the meeting

¢ Election of City Council Vice-President
(votes may be taken)

¢ Announcement of City Council Majority and
Minority Leaders (no vote)

IV. APPOINTMENT OF CITY OFFICIALS

City Council Legal Counsel (votes may be taken)
Municipal Court Judges (votes may be taken)
Auxiliary Judges (votes may be taken)

Probate Judge (votes may be taken)

Municipal Court Clerk (votes may be taken)
Registrar (votes may be taken)

Council Auditor/Budget Analyst

(votes may be taken)

e Council Grant Writer (votes may be taken)

V. ADUJOURNMENT (vote may be taken)

Individuals requesting interpreter services for the deaf and
hard of hearing must notify the City Clerk at 461-1000 x
3194, 72 hours prior to meeting.

1/2/25

PROBATE COURT OF THE
CITY OF CRANSTON
NOTICE
Of Matters Pending and For Hearing
In Said Court
On the dates specified in notices
below at
9 A.M. for hearing said matters
Cranston City Hall
869 Park Ave, Cranston, Rl 02910
3rd Floor, Council Chambers

CEPHAS, JOLOMONDEN D.
RESIDENT MINOR
Petition for Minor Guardianship; for
hearing January 9, 2025

FERRARI, ANTHONY N. ESTATE
Petition for Administration; for
hearing January 9, 2025

FIORITO, NANCY ESTATE
Petition for the Sale of Real Estate
located at 177 Midwood St.,
Cranston, RI; for purposes set forth,
now on file, wherein said property
is more fully described for hearing
January 9, 2025

MANN, ROBERT BARNEY ESTATE
Petition for Probate of Will; for
hearing January 9, 2025

PILKINGTON, ELIZABETH
RESIDENT WARD
Petition for Guardianship; for hearing
January 9, 2025

PREBLUD, BARRY J. RESIDENT
WARD
Co-Guardian’s First Account; for
hearing January 9, 2025

RAMBONE, EMMA ESTATE
Administratrix’s First and Final
Account; for hearing January 9, 2025

QUIXAN CASTRO, ABELINO
RESIDENT MINOR
Petition for Minor Guardianship; for
hearing January 9, 2025

QUIXAN CASTRO, MARCELINO
RESIDENT MINOR
Petition for Minor Guardianship; for
hearing January 9, 2025

DOUGLAS, NEIL A. ESTATE
Anganie J. Williams has qualified
as Administratrix; creditors must
file their claims in the office of the
probate clerk within the time required
by law beginning December 26, 2024

FALCONE, ANGELA C. ESTATE
Richard A. Lanigan has qualified
as Administrator; creditors must
file their claims in the office of the
probate clerk within the time required
by law beginning December 26, 2024

MAIETTA, DOROTHY M. ESTATE
Marjorie C. Maietta has qualified as
Executrix; creditors must file their
claims in the office of the probate
clerk within the time required by law
beginning December 26, 2024

MARTIN, ADELINE ESTATE
Debra J. Grady and James Moniz,
Jr., have qualified as Co-Executors;
creditors must file their claims in
the office of the probate clerk within
the time required by law beginning
December 26, 2024

PEZZA, ANTONIO D. ESTATE
Beverly A. Pezza has qualified as
Executrix; creditors must file their
claims in the office of the probate
clerk within the time required by law
beginning December 26, 2024

PROFFIT, DOROTHY RESIDENT

WARD
Walter E. Proffit, Jr., has qualified as
Guardian of the Person and Estate;
creditors must file their claims in
the office of the probate clerk within
the time required by law beginning
December 26, 2024

PROFFIT, WALTER E. RESIDENT

WARD
Walter E. Proffit, Jr., has qualified as
Guardian of the Person and Estate;
creditors must file their claims in
the office of the probate clerk within
the time required by law beginning
December 26, 2024

STOPPIELLO, STEPHEN F. ESTATE
Stephanie A. Caramante has
qualified as Administratrix; creditors
must file their claims in the office
of the probate clerk within the time
required by law beginning December
26, 2024

THOMPSON, I. TERRENCE, ALIAS:

THOMPSON, I. TERRY ESTATE
Joseph J. Swinski, Ill, has qualified
as Executor; creditors must file their
claims in the office of the probate
clerk within the time required by law
beginning December 26, 2024

WEBER, SYLVIA ESTATE
Zachary Tashian has qualified as
Executor; creditors must file their
claims in the office of the probate
clerk within the time required by law
beginning December 26, 2024

Individuals requiring assistive lis-
tening devices are requested to
contact the office of the city clerk
at 461-1000 ext 3197 seventy-two (72)
hours in advance of the hearing
date.

Tracy Nelson
Clerk of the Probate Court

12/26/24, 1/2/25

WARWICK

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
NOTICE (NEW)

LICENSE APPLICATION FOR A
RETAILER'S BEVERAGE LICENSE
CLASS BL TO KEEP AND SELL
INTOXICATING BEVERAGES UN-
DER THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE
3 OF THE R.l. GENERAL LAWS OF
1956, AS AMENDED, HAS BEEN RE-
CEIVED AT THIS OFFICE AS FOL-
LOWS:

FROM: Ripston & Medeiros Inc
DBA: Urban Air
300 Quaker Lane
Warwick Rl 02886

THE MEETING WILL BE HELD IN
THE BOARD OF PUBLIC SAFETY
ROOM, 2nd floor WARWICK PO-
LICE DEPARTMENT, 99 VETERANS

MEMORIAL DR., WARWICK, R.l,
on Tuesday November 26, 2024
at 6:00PM AT WHICH TIME AND
PLACE PERSONS REMONSTRAT-
ING AGAINST THE GRANTING OF
THIS APPLICATION MAY BE HEARD
REMONSTRANCES MUST BE FILED
ON OR BEFORE THIS DATE OF
HEARING.

BOARD OF PUBLIC SAFETY
James H. Paolucci CLERK

INDIVIDUALS REQUESTING  IN-
TERPRETER SERVICES FOR THE
HEARING IMPAIRED MUST NOTIFY
THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC SAFETY AT
468-4217, OR TDD AT 739-9150 AT
LEAST 72 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF
THE MEETING DATE.

12/26/24, 1/2/25

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
NOTICE (NEW)

LICENSE APPLICATION FOR A
RETAILER’'S BEVERAGE LICENSE
CLASS BV TO KEEP AND SELL
INTOXICATING BEVERAGES UN-
DER THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE
3 OF THE R.l. GENERAL LAWS OF
1956, AS AMENDED, HAS BEEN RE-
CEIVED AT THIS OFFICE AS FOL-
LOWS:

FROM Korean BBQ Inc
DBA: Gopchang Story
Korean BBQ
1800 post Rd Unit 24
Warwick Rl 02886

THE MEETING WILL BE HELD IN
THE BOARD OF PUBLIC SAFETY
ROOM, 2nd floor WARWICK POLICE
DEPARTMENT, 99 VETERANS ME-
MORIAL DR., WARWICK, R.l, on
Tuesday January 14th at 6:00PM AT
WHICH TIME AND PLACE PERSONS
REMONSTRATING AGAINST THE
GRANTING OF THIS APPLICATION
MAY BE HEARD. REMONSTRANC-
ES MUST BE FILED ON OR BEFORE
THIS DATE OF HEARING.

BOARD OF PUBLIC SAFETY
James H. Paolucci CLERK

INDIVIDUALS REQUESTING  IN-
TERPRETER SERVICES FOR THE
HEARING IMPAIRED MUST NOTIFY
THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC SAFETY AT
468-4217, OR TDD AT 739-9150 AT
LEAST 72 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF
THE MEETING DATE.

12/26/24, 1/2/25

STATE WIDE 7

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
Probate Court of the
CITY OF WARWICK

NOTICE
OF MATTERS PENDING AND
FOR HEARING
IN SAID COURT
The Court will be in session at
WARWICK CITY HALL
on the dates specified
in notices below at
9:00 AM
for hearing said matters:

ARMSTRONG, Cheryl, est.
Guardian’s 2nd Account; for hearing
January 16, 2025

HAWCROFT, Paul D., est.
Custodianship; for hearing January
16, 2025

LAWRENCE, William F. alias William

Frederick Lawrence, est.
Co-Guardian’s 9th Account; for
hearing January 16, 2025

SMITH, Michael D. alias Michael
Daniel Smith, est.
Guardianship Petition; for hearing
January 16, 2025

BAKER, Debra Ann, est.
Christopher Baker has qualified as
Executor; creditors must file their
claims in The office of the Probate
Clerk within the time required by law
beginning January 2, 2025

COLEMAN, James P. alias James
Patrick Coleman, est.
Doreen A. Coleman has qualified as
Executrix; creditors must file their
claims in the office of the Probate
Clerk within the time required by law
beginning January 2, 2025

GLEAVEY, Frances, M., est.,
Joseph Gleavey has qualified
as Administrator; creditors must
file their claims in the office of
the Probate Clerk within the time
required by law beginning January
2, 2025

HANOIAN, Marcia C., est.

Amy Leigh Hanoian Fontana has
qualified as Executrix (Gayle Tarzwell
of 490 Woodruff Avenue, Wakefield,
RI 02879 as agent); creditors must
file their claims in the office of
the Probate Clerk within the time
required by law beginning January 2,
2025

LEWIS, Veronica, est.
Kimberly Ouimette has qualified as
Executrix; creditors must file their
claims in the office of the Probate
Clerk within the time required by law
beginning January 2, 2025

TOURIGNY, James L., est.
Sharon A. Tourigny has qualified as
Executrix; creditors must file their
claims in the office of the Probate
Clerk within the time required by law
beginning January, 2, 2025

WHITMAN, Paul A., est.
Melissa Harrison has qualified
as Administratrix; creditors must
file their claims in the office of
the Probate Clerk within the time
required by law beginning January
2, 2025

Individuals  requesting interpreter
services for the hearing impaired
must notify the City Clerk’s Office
at (401) 738-2006 Ext 4 at least
(48) hours in advance of the hear-
ing.

ATTEST: LYNN D’ABROSCA,
CITY CLERK

1/2,1/9/25
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Rotarian Joseph McGair seeks to wedge in another box in one of the several member
vehicles used to transport the boxes across town to the Westbay Marketplace. He was

successful.

Chamber’s 2025 vision
driven by connection

By Lauren Slocum
and Jennifer Wheelehon
Central Rhode Island
Chamber of Commerce

As we look ahead to 2025, the Central
Rhode Island Chamber of Commerce
(CRICC) is embracing a vision rooted in
collaboration and connection. Across War-
wick and Cranston, this means continuing
great partnerships and deepening relation-
ships with Warwick Mayor Frank Picozzi
and Cranston Mayor Ken Hopkins as well
as their many city departments.

Together we will shine a spotlight on the
wealth of resources available to local busi-
nesses in Rhode Island and foster innova-
tive ways to grow together as a community.

At the heart of this vision is our dedica-
tion to building connections between busi-
nesses that spur creativity, innovation and
the sharing of knowledge and resources.
By facilitating relationships, we aim to cre-
ate an “all boats rise” environment where
businesses can thrive not just individually,
but collectively, through collaboration, ac-
cording to Michael Aurecchia, chair of the
CRICC board of directors and vice presi-
dent of Greenwood Credit Union.

Greenwood’s relationship with our
chamber has developed into a key compo-
nent of their strategy to engage their em-
ployees in the local community, increase its
brand recognition and build a thriving
business community.

Programs like the CRICC’s Simply Busi-
ness webinars and in-person sessions em-
power businesses with free, accessible edu-
cation on today’s most pressing and for-
ward-thinking topics. From mastering dig-
ital marketing to navigating workforce
challenges, these sessions offer tools for
success while bringing professionals to-
gether to explore new ideas and solutions.

Signature networking events, including
their monthly Business After Hours, Leads
Lunches and Morning Coffees, play a cru-
cial role in building these connections.

At CHS/RCTC, we are "preparing students for LIFE"

Rigorous Courses Including Advanced Placement Options
State-of-the-Art Teaching Labs & Equipment
Industry Expert Teaching Staff
Industry Recognized Credentials
Work-Based Learning Opportunities
Numerous Extra Curricular Activities and Sports

They bring professionals from all indus-
tries together in a relaxed, welcoming envi-
ronment to explore partnerships and build
relationships. The result increases com-
merce, strengthens local businesses and
enhances the appeal of working in Crans-
ton and Warwick.

The CRICC is also excited to expand on
its well-established Warwick events, like
Movies in the Park and Movies at the Com-
plex, that unite businesses and residents,
creating opportunities for connection and
showcasing the beauty of the community.

We are also excited to explore joint com-
munity events that unite businesses and
residents, creating opportunities for con-
nection and showcasing what our cities
have to offer. One such opportunity is with
the historic Park Theatre in Cranston. Sara
Shevlin, venue manager, noted recently
they are “thrilled to be working with the
Central Rhode Island Chamber and utiliz-
ing so many of their resources. As we look
ahead to 2025, we look forward to building
relationships and continuing to be involved
in the community.”

As a trusted resource for businesses and
the city alike, we play a key role in connect-
ing professionals with the tools, informa-
tion and relationships they need to suc-
ceed. Through our programs, existing rela-
tionships and collaborative spirit we foster
meaningful connections and provide re-
sources that empower businesses to grow,
which contributes to our coverage area to
being a place where people want to live,
work and play. We're here to ensure that
every business, no matter the size or indus-
try, has the support it needs to thrive.

Whether you're a new entrepreneur, a
long-established business, or simply curi-
ous about how to get involved, the Cham-
ber is here to support you. As we continue
to work with city leaders, local organiza-
tions and businesses, we invite you to join
us in helping to shape the future of Crans-
ton and Warwick — one connection at a
time.

@

Parent/Student Information Session in the CHS Auditorium
Guided Tours

https://rctc.coventryschools.net/

For more information contact: fergusonlori@coventryschools.net

Thursday, January 2, 2025
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Still in time for Christmas

Time hardly seemed on their side. But then pure organization was.
Westbay Community Action had notified 200 families they could pick up holiday
food boxes from the Westbay Marketplace on Jefferson Boulevard the Saturday be-

fore Christmas.

As of 8 that morning, not a single box had been filled with the makings for a
Christmas meal. But Dan Scanlon Jr. of the Rotary Club of Warwick had a plan and
a team. The plan, and Scanlon calculated it could be executed in about 30 minutes,
was to set up an assembly line at the Lloyd Cooper Armory on Sandy Lane where
he had dropped off cartons of food over the past several days. Rotary Club members
would assemble and fill the boxes and then get them to the Westbay Marketplace in

time for the recipients to pick them up.

Filling all the boxes didn’t exactly happen within 30 minutes, but it came close.
Some families were waiting as club members delivered the boxes to Westbay Mar-
ketplace. The Warwick Rotary Club has provided holiday food baskets to needy
families for years and at one time personally delivered them to homes. The numbers
of baskets or boxes have soared. When Scanlon learned of the greater need this year
from Westbay executive director Paul Salera, he increased the count from 100 to 200

boxes. (Beacon Media photos)

More than 130 authors, members of the
Association of Rhode Island Authors, par-
ticipated in the daylong Rhode Island Au-
thor Expo held Dec. 7 at the Crowne Plaza.
Apart from table displays where people
got to meet and talk with authors as well as
buy their books, there were roundtable
discussions ranging from capturing the
teen audience to writing a series and self-
publishing. In addition, freelance journalist
Philip Ell talked about his book ”Prescrip-
tion for Pain: How a Once Promising Doc-
tor Became the ‘Pill Mill Killer’; author
Christa Carmen (“The Daughters of Block
Island”) talked about “Haunted Rhode Is-
land: Writing Settings as Character in the
Smallest, Spookiest State,” and author Van-
essa Lillie shared her pathway to publish-
ing. (Beacon Media photos)

A member of ARIA, Joanne Pevella
worked the show but did not have a table.
Her first and only book so far is “Vanishing

* ) 4
»

Rotary Club member
Steve McCartney
comes to the end of
the assembly line
before delivering the
box where Scanlon
made a quick count
 of items — there were
14 — before stacking
~ the boxes for delivery
| to Westbay
Community Action.

Act” a story based on her late mother and
her personal experiences visiting nursing
homes.

A relative newcomer to Rhode Island
from Cambridge, Massachusetts, Jeanne K.
Cosmos recently bought a house in War-
wick. An author, faculty member, lecturer
and consultant, Cosmos especially enjoys
the research that goes into her works. She
said to get the feel of the settings for her
stories she visits locations taking in details
that make the story authentic. Her dream:
A book where Paris is the setting. She’s
ready to make the trip.

Stanley Carpenter, retire US Navy cap-
tain and command historian at the US Na-
val War College in Newport is the author
of scores of books, many of them based on
historic characters and events as well as
novels using fictional characters set to his-
toric events.

Totally FREE Checking
That Works For You!

Federal
Credit Union

Wave

gM.ANe Can Help You. %‘ﬁ

www.wavefcu.org (401) 781-1020

Scan to Learn More or
Stop by one of our
Warwick Locations today.

VAN

_Ncua
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AGING

DISGRACEFULLY

- Sat. Jan. 18- Islander, Warwick (alhucaneat buffe)
-Sun. Jan. 19- George's of Galilee (matinee)

- Sun. Feb. 2- Spumoni's, Pawtucket (matinee)
-Sat. Feb. 8- Assados, Smithfield (matinee)

- Sun. Feb. 9- Crossroads Pub, Warren (matinee)
- Sat. Feb. 15- River Falls, Woonsocket

-Sun. Feb. 23- Newport Playhouse (mafinee)

o \

¥ b

Reservations, info @ agingdisgracefully.net

Subscribe today!
Call 732-3100

Thursday, January 2, 2025

‘ve heard it more than
once in the last week:
“Well, the days are get-
ting longer.”

That’s reassuring even

Finding the

cided it would be fun to
celebrate Christmas in up-
state New York. The family
was excited. We’d got to
cut down a tree in the

bright side

though the temperature

has been wildly swinging between single
digits and an almost balmy 45 degrees and
the sun drops below the horizon soon after
4 p.m. There’s no other way to look at it: it’s
winter regardless of reports of global warm-
ing.

%’m not complaining as long as the furnace
keeps running [I don’t dare think of what
the gas bill might be], the steam-filled pipes
keep clanking and the radiators pump out
the heat.

I was intently going through my post-
Christmas emails Friday morning when

This Side

woods [it was scraggly but
had long green needles] and gather around
the fireplace. The weather was nasty, but
the windblown snow gave it a feeling of
adventure and the snuggly feeling inside
once we arrived.

My parents loved wine with dinner, so
choosing a gift was not difficult. I brought
along a case of evenly divided red and
white wines. So as not to spoil the surprise
by and with temperatures hovering near 25, I
left the case in the trunk of the car. Over-
night the temp dropped to minus 25. The
radiators banged all night as did the near-

JOHN
HoweLL

Carol suggested I might want to look out at

the Bay. My first thought was I would see a

layer of ice, after all the temperatures had dropped into the
teens overnight. But no. A flock of Brant geese patrolled the
shoreline, diving occasionally to feed on seaweed, and be-
yond them the clear sky was reflected in tranquil waters.

There was more out there. Diehard quahoggers with
their boats anchored were waiting for 8 a.m., when DEM
regulations would allow limited harvesting of quahogs in
the Providence River. They would have three hours to har-
vest the rich beds that first opened three years ago after
being closed for more than 70 years.

Two developments prompted the opening: Foremost
were efforts to clean up bay waters with the excavation of
sub-terrain reservoirs enabling the Narragansett Bay Com-
mission to capture and treat stormwater that would other-
wise push raw sewage into the river. Then there was the
decline of shellfish at regular fishing grounds.

Other than the temperature, this seemed like a beautiful
day to be outside, and raking in the littlenecks to help qua-
hoggers pay for home heating bills would be a Christmas
bonus.

So, there was a bright side to the frigid conditions if you
want to look at it that way.

I was reminded of my father decades ago when he de-

by lake as it froze.

The morning was clear and still. The snow
was crisp. It was deceiving. I reached for the car door
handle with my ungloved hand. It instantly froze to the
handle. Once free I opened the trunk to bring in the wine.
The cardboard box was rumpled where frozen wine had
pushed corks free. The wine was mush.

Deflated, I carried the case in.

My father looked puzzled until I explained this was my
Christmas gift. He brightened.

“You know,” he said. “Let’s drink it as soon as it thaws.”

On the bay, looking at the quahoggers, I figured there
had to be a bright side to being out there.

I called Jody King, whose boat I'd spotted in front of the
house. He hoped for some wind. He had two sails up that
would have given him some added torque. The sails
flopped in the dead calm. It was the last day the quahog-
rich Providence River would be open until well into the
New Year. Jody harvested half of what he had expected to
catch. He wasn’t down. That’s the way things work out.

I told him the wine story.

Was the glass half full or half empty?

He said it was what it was.

And I reminded him it was cold, but not cold enough to
freeze wine. There was a bright side.

The Plunge:
‘All there for the same reasun’

e

Video & TeleGonferencing /

Call or Visit Us Online b 32
401-398-8383 * www.seniorguideri.com %~

Special Olympics gll; 3
Rhode Island ﬁ

875 Centerville Road, Building 2 | Warwick, Rhode Island
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Kyle Fellela (center, in the striped outfit with red bow tie), Cranston resident and longtime
Penguin Plunger, sprints toward the water at the start of last year's Penguin Plunge. The
red bow tie signifies that he has earned the title “Penguin Plunge Excelsior” from Special
Olympics Rhode Island. Excelsiors are longtime participants and top fundraisers in the
plunge. (Photo submitted by Special Olympics RI)

T = = s ST e

New England's Classic Hits

Music Station

By ROSEGALIE CINEUS

Cold, shocking, exciting — a rush. That’s
what it feels like to plunge into frigid water
at the beach in the depth of winter. Every
year, hardy residents statewide take a
plunge into the ocean for a good cause on
New Year’s Day.

Cranston resident and longtime plunger
Kyle Fellela has been doing the Penguin
Plunge for over 12 years. He began in 2010
with his brother Hank Fellela and had no
idea that the plunge was a fundraiser.

After learning about the purpose of the
event, the brothers gathered a team called
the Icebreakers and collected donations for
Special Olympics, recognizing how benefi-
cial and important their fundraising efforts
were to the athletes.

Celebrating its 49th year, the Special
Olympics Penguin Plunge helps raise mon-
ey for kids while raising awareness about
the program. Special Olympics Rhode Is-
land provides over 1,500 sports, training
and athletic-competition opportunities to
more than 4,000 children and adults with
intellectual disabilities.

The Icebreakers have grown in number
over the years. In their first year, Kyle Fel-
lela said, the team had about five people
and raised about $1,000. Now, they have
more than 50 plungers and raised about
$12,000 in 2023.

The 2025 plunge is at Scarborough Beach
for the first time and the main plunge is at
noon, followed by a family-friendly plunge
15 minutes later. Fellela said it's “pretty
exciting” when you line up under the
clock. He compared it to the tension as the
Romans line up for battle in the movie
“Gladiator.”

With adrenaline pumping, Fellela said,
you don't feel the cold while you're wait-
ing. And when you plunge into the ocean,
it is a little shocking at first.

“But you get used to it and it makes it all
worth it when you do see the athletes and
how empowering it is and the smiles on
everyone's faces — everyone's there for the
same common goal,” Fellela said. “You're
all there for the same reason. It's the same
effort and it’s a great cause to be a part of.”

Ed Pacheco, president and CEO of Spe-
cial Olympics Rhode Island, said that with
Kyle comes the whole Fellela clan.

“They have made this a part of their an-
nual tradition, but also a way to come to-
gether as a community and not only cele-
brate each other but celebrate how they as
a collective can give back in a meaningful
way and have fun at the same time,” Pa-
checo said.

He said Kyle Fellela has been amazing in
leading the volunteer and fundraising ef-
forts in his team and has volunteered

Listen on any device

Visit us at www.Kiki.FM

be careful
what
you flush!

CGall us to keep your septic happy!

732-3234

& www.FriendlySeptic.com

countless hours. Pacheco said he “repre-
sents the best in people that are a part of
this event.”

Pacheco highlighted the fundraising ef-
forts of the Penguin Plunge but also under-
scored a crucial aspect to the event, the
education awareness that comes with par-
ticipation.

“I thank people like Kyle and Hank and
his family for really stepping up and being
leaders to move that conversation for-
ward,” Pacheco said. “Because again, the
dollars raised are critical, but the message
is what is going to change lives.”

Every year the participation in the plunge
grows. In 2022, Pacheco said, they had
more than 700 people. In 2023, the crowd
grew to more than 1,000 people. He expects
even more this year.

“When you have people that you haven't
even met before, just walk up to you and
say, 'I'm going to be there on New Year's
Day,” that to me demonstrates that sense of
community,” Pacheco said. “They want to
be a part of something, and they want to
take that effort to the next level. It's making
a difference in everybody's lives. And you
kick off the year with making a splash
while making an impact.”

Pacheco encouraged anyone who is in-
terested in the plunge to come out and see
for themselves the excitement and sense of
community found at such an event. He
said once you get there, you'll want to be
part of the festivities.

“All these families, they don't have to
pay for anything. This fundraising is so
huge for the Special Olympics,” Fellela
said. “The Penguin Plunge itself, too — I
think it's the biggest fundraiser every year.
It's so important and the athletes are so
grateful for what people do for them and
they're so thankful. So it makes you want
to do it, and you see them empowered, and
it's so great to see.”

When asked what makes him participate
every year, Fellela said it is a way of saying
thank you to the people who donate to the
Icebreakers and a way to give back to the
athletes.

“It is a great sense of pride, and I see
myself doing it forever,” Fellela said. “I
don't see myself ever not doing it.

“When people choose to plunge, they're
not only choosing to plunge to kick off the
new year, [but they’re also] plunging to
help build awareness about that impact,”
Pacheco said. “The more people we can get
to be a part of that the better, because our
world deserves, every single one of our
athletes deserves, that future.”

Anyone interested in donating or learn-
ing more about Special Olympics Rhode
Island can visit the website at specialolym-
picsri.org.



Cranston

iInaugural

to focus on renewal

By ROSEGALIE CINEUS

Cranston’s inauguration ceremony is
set for Monday, Jan. 6, at Cranston High
School West.

The event will mark the ceremonial
swearing in of City Council and School
Committee members for the new term.
Under the city Charter, Council President
Jessica Marino noted, the council must
first be officially sworn in by the city clerk.

“Just before the 7 p.m. ceremony in the
public, the clerk will swear in the council
members with their family members pres-
ent,” Marino said. “That's going to take
place in the library at Cranston West be-
forehand.”

“l can say the one thing
I am proud of is the
bipartisan efforts
and the civility”
of the current council.

Council President
Jessica Marino

Cranston resident and retired First Cir-
cuit Court Judge O. Rogeriee Thompson
will swear in the council members and the
municipal and probate judges.

After its members are sworn in, the
council will convene for its first meeting
of the new term and make nominations to
various positions, such as council presi-
dent, vice president, committee chairs,
majority and minority party leaders and
council attorney.

“I am excited, genuinely, about inaugu-
ration,” Marino said. “It is the first one for
some of us, since the whole COVID times
are behind us. And it will be nice to go
through the traditions of inauguration in
person with family, with friends, with the
public, and in a way that's involving both
branches of our local government, being
the executive and the legislative branch.”

The new City Council will look different
in the new term, as five of nine seats are
turning over.

Making history in the new term as one
of four women serving on the council and
half of the first female pairing as council
president and vice president, Marino said,
she will be seeking the council presidency
again.

“I can say the one thing I am proud of is
the bipartisan efforts and the civility” of
the current council, Marino said. “It's
something that's simple, but it's often-

e
create
bright
futures.

times lost nowadays. And I do like to
think that for the most part, the council
has conducted themselves with a great
deal of civility and respect for one another,
even when we have differing perspec-
tives.”

Mayor Kenneth Hopkins, returning for
a second term, will be sworn in by Gov.
Dan McKee. Hopkins, in turn, will swear
in the School Committee members.

Gina Capuano, who serves as the may-
or’s constituent affairs director, has been
organizing the ceremonial affairs ahead of
Jan. 6, according to the mayor’s chief of
staff, Anthony Moretti.

For the ceremony, there will be honor
guards consisting of the Cranston Police
Department, Fire Department and Junior
Reserve Officers' Training Corps. The na-
tional anthem will be sung by a senior
from Cranston High School East, and
Cranston West’s chamber orchestra will be
providing the music for the night. Father
Sisco from St. Mary’s Church will offer the
opening and closing prayers.

Hopkins will speak at the ceremony.
Moretti said the mayor’s remarks will em-
body a theme of looking to the future, for
the city and its youth.

Key points will include children, educa-
tion and new school projects underway.

“We just hope it's a beginning of a time
to renew,” Moretti said. “Frankly, the re-
cent past has been a bit of a contentious
time, both at the national level and it
worked its way down to more of the local
level; we hope that's of the past. And look-
ing to move forward truly in the best in-
terest of the people instead of trying to
create political roadblocks.”

City Council members to be sworn in
include citywide members Christopher E.
Buonnano (R), Richard Campopiano (R)
and Jessica Marino (D), Ward 1 Council-
woman Bridget R. Graziano (D), Ward 2
Councilwoman Kristen E. Haroian (D),
Ward 3 Councilman Andy M. Andujar
(D), Ward 4 Councilman Frank Ritz (R),
Ward 5 Councilman Michael A. Traficante
(R), and Ward 6 Councilman Daniel Wall
(D).

Buonnano, Graziano, Andujar and Ritz
are new to the council. Traficante has pre-
viously served on the council and also as
mayor and will be making a return to City
Council.

Non-partisan School Committee mem-
bers to be sworn in include citywide mem-
ber Anthony Melillo, Ward 1 member
Keith Catone, Ward 2 member Anna Me-
deiros, Ward 3 member Domenic Fusco Jr.,
Ward 4 member Melanie Marchetti, Ward
5 member Andrea Soave Nadeau and
Ward 6 member Kathryn Mary Crowley.

Marchetti, Nadeau and Crowley are
new to the committee.

Thursday, January 2, 2025

CRANSTON HERALD | WARWICK BEACON 7

Public invited to inauguration
of Warwick officials Tuesday

By ADAM ZANGARI

Mayor Frank Picozzi will officially be
sworn in for Warwick's first four-year may-
oral term at the Crowne Plaza on Tuesday,
Jan. 7.

In addition, the Warwick City Council
will swear in its new president, as well as
its four new and five returning members,
and the Warwick School Committee will
swear in both of its new and its three re-
turning members.

The ceremony will take place at 7 p.m.
and is open to the public.

According to Chief of Staff Bill Facente,
the ceremony will closely resemble previ-

ous inaugurations, although it will not
have as many food vendors.

Anthony Sinapi will officially be named
City Council president, the council’s other
members having chosen him for the posi-
tion. New council members being sworn in
are Bryan Nappa (D-Ward 3), Salvatore
DeLuise (D-Ward 4), William Muto (D-
Ward 6) and John Kirby (D-Ward 7).

On the School Committee, both citywide
members will be sworn in, with Sean Wig-
gins, who received the most votes in No-
vember’s election, taking a seat for the first
time and David Testa, a member of the
committee since 2016, being sworn in for
his third term.

Picozzi: Time to pull plug on light show

By JOHN HOWELL

Ever since Mayor Frank Picozzi posted
on Facebook this could be the final year for
his digital Christmas display, which he
confirmed in television interviews, traffic
has increased in front of his Gristmill Street
home. That isn’t surprising, but why is he
ending a good thing?

Was it the rabbits that nibble through the
ground wiring? Was it storms that threat-
ened structures rising above his roof to
support lights for fireworks and snow-
flakes? Was it a labor that frequently start-
ed in August and often didn’t conclude
until Thanksgiving night, when he custom-
arily opened the show of dancing lights
synchronized to Christmas music to friends
and neighbors? Was it the demands of his
office as mayor?

“Tt’s hard for me to do,” he said last
Thursday, revealing that on Christmas
night he was out in his yard “fixing stuff.”
It’s that much a part of him. The show has
been running for 17 years.

Picozzi’s following — more than 20,000 on
Facebook — enabled him to beat incumbent
Democrat Joseph Solomon in 2020. Picozzi
ran as an independent, spending a fraction
of what Solomon spent. In fact, at the
height of the pandemic when gatherings
were discouraged, Picozzi customized a
scaled down version of the show for his
pickup and drove every Warwick street to
bring cheer to residents. Some spectators
waved signs “Picozzi for mayor.” The sug-
gestion took root.

The mayor said he thought long before
making the decision to pull the plug on the
show. He may do some conventional deco-
ration next year, as he loves Christmas
time. He will continue being a part of the
Good Night Lights program outside Has-
bro Children’s Hospital, which is aimed at
letting young patients and their families
know the community is thinking of them

when it comes time to go to bed.

He said he would continue the “Yuling”
program that he started with funds going
to the Tomorrow Fund. Managed by his
wife, Kim, 11 teams of volunteers set up
plywood tree and ornament cutouts on
people’s yards with directions that explain
the display will be relocated for a $10 dona-
tion to the Tomorrow Fund. People give
much more.

Picozzi is thinking of holding a golf or
baseball tournament as a means of making
up lost Christmas light-display donations
to the Tomorrow Fund.

The end for many annual enthusiasts of
the show comes as a shock. Picozzi has
heard from them. But he also believes some
neighbors who have endured night after
night of Christmas music, dancing lights,
neighborhood traffic and spectators parked
in front of their homes will welcome more
of a conventional and ordinary Picozzi
Christmas display in 2025. He thanked
them for their understanding.

Winter speaker series
kicks off at EYC

Join members of the Edgewood Yacht
Club for their next winter speaker series
program on Jan. 9 at 7 p.m. The first pro-
gram of 2025 will welcome Joy Fox, pub-
lisher of Beacon Media, home of the Cran-
ston Herald, Johnston Sun Rise and War-
wick Beacon as well as The Reminder, a
weekly shopping guide in Coventry and
West Warwick. Fox, who took the reins of
the Beacon in June 2024, will share a little
about her work with the papers as well as
the broader Rhode Island media land-
scape. The event is free, but RSVP is re-
quired. Please call or email George Shuster:
gwsjr75@gmail.com or 401-391-0030.

Our programs help people
with intellectual and developmental disabilities
to thrive at every age, and every stage of life.

Your support to our Annual Appeal
will help fund essential services that allow

GIVE NOW:

individuals of all ages to thrive.

TrudeauCenter.org/Give
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Proudly Serving
RI & MA!
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(207)/475=9955) C < @

Providing
care
for over

40

years

 Atmed
+ reaﬁmnf
Center

A Walk-In
Urgent Care

Center
for all your
medical needs

Occupational
Medical Services
available at
both locations

including
pre-employment physicals,
DOT exams, and drug testing

1524 Atwood Ave., Suite 122
Johnston, RI
401-273-9400

Orthopedic surgeon on site plus immediate access
to hundreds of physicians and more than
15 specialists in the same building

Monday-Friday 8 am - 9 pm
Saturday 8 am - 8 pm
Sunday 9 am - 8 pm

5750 Post Road
East Greenwich, Rl

401-398-8760
Monday-Friday 8 am - 8 pm
Open Saturday & Sunday

9am-5pm
7 Days
a week

For a complete list of our services, visit our website at

atmedurgentcare.net

St. Peter’s helps autistic students
celebrate Christmas

make his Christmas ornament.

By ADAM ZANGARI

Students from the Autism
and the Sacraments pro-
gram at St. Peter’s Church
in Warwick closed out 2024
strong with a special lesson
on Christmas.

The program started in
2008, and according to Fr.
Roger Gagné, is the only
program of its kind in
Rhode Island.

“We weren't able to teach
them their religion in the
traditional way,” Gagné
said. “So we said, well,
we're going to reach them
somehow, because they
have to be included.”

Following that, Gagné
said, St. Peter’s found a pro-
gram in Boston started by

Student L|ncoln Metz smiles as Mlchaela TuII|e helps him

ed both of my siblings to-
gether to make their First
Communion together be-
cause they’re twins meant
the absolute world to me,”
Tullie said. “The fact that
they have a program like
this for kiddos who, you
know, have different abili-
ties, as a parent, is pretty
amazing, because a lot of
times, they’re left out.”
After a few years, Tullie
started volunteering with
the program, noting that she
wanted to give a bit back.
“It’s a lot of patience, be-
cause every kid won't sit
down next to you when
you’re meeting them, so

Volunteer Lindsay Haun helps Thomas Tullie put together
a Nativity scene during their individualized instruction.

the mother of an autistic
child who helped teach St.
Peter’s staff about how she
taught her son.

The program is open to
everyone who has a young
child with autism, including
those who are not otherwise
members of St. Peter’s par-
ish. One of those parents is
Rebecca Washington, whose
7-year-old son, Aidan, is a
part of the program. She
said the program has helped
her son.

“When they started first
grade at the CCD at our
church, we were very quick-
ly told that it wasn’t a good
fit and they couldn’t really
provide what we needed for
it. And honestly, as a parent,
it’s hard not to be a little
sensitive to that,” Washing-
ton said. “I brought it up
with a teacher at school, and
she said that there was St.
Peter’s program ... when
we went to the introductory
meetings and seminar to get
started here, I was blown
away.”

The program is designed

autism learn more easily,
such as using images to de-
scribe each word in prayers
given to each student. Les-
sons are held every other
Saturday.

Seeing the impact that
their program has on the
families of the children is
what makes the program
special, Gagné said.

“Seeing how excited and
happy and grateful that
they’re able to be with their
children the way that they
are, that they’re not exclud-
ed, that they’re in a welcom-
ing environment — that’s the
big thing,” Gagné said.
“That means the world.”

Michaela Tullie is one of
those parents. Her son
Thomas, now 10, started
with the program when he
was 6, and the Tullies have
stayed with the program
since.

What meant the most to
Tullie was seeing Thomas
receive his First Commu-
nion in a special ceremony
alongside his neurotypical
twin brother, Matthew.

“The fact that they includ-

you've got to meet them
where they’re at,” Tullie
said. “But you know when
they take your hand, you
know when they sit and
they look at you — that con-
nection is huge ... The non-
verbal =~ communication
means a lot more to this
population, because not ev-
ery child is speaking and
they can give you certain
cues that they trust you and
they like you.”

With Christmas just a few
days away, Saturday’s les-
sons revolved around the
birth of Jesus. After indi-
vidualized lessons in the
upper floor of the church’s
offices, the program’s stu-
dents created and decorated
ornaments together and put
them on a Christmas tree as
a class.

For those present, the op-
portunity to help their kids
learn about and celebrate
Christmas had extra mean-
ing.

“I'm just really thankful
it’s offered,” Tullie said.
“They’re often overlooked,
and it just means so much.”

in ways to help people with

New RI laws,
from medical debt to housing

Here are notable laws taking effect Jan. 1,
2025, according to the General Assembly:

Senior Savings Protection Act (S 2278A,
H 7940A): Introduced by Sen. Matthew
LaMountain (Dist. 31, Warwick, Cranston)
and others, this law makes it illegal for
anyone selling goods or services to charge
a fee to people age 65 years or older for a
hard-copy paper bill, statement or invoice.

Medical debt reporting (S 2709A, H
7103A): Prohibits health care providers,
EMT services and debt collectors from re-
porting medical debt to credit bureaus, en-
suring that Rhode Islanders will not have
their credit scores affected by any amount
of medical debt.

Youth camps licensing (S 2174A, H
7154A): Establishes safety procedures and
requirements for the licensing of youth
camps, including clean drinking water,
well-maintained housing units, criminal
background checks of adult staff members,
and camp inspection by the Department of
Human Services.

Protecting patients’ pharmacy options
(S 2086aa, H 7365A): Prohibits “white bag-
ging,” in which insurers require patients to
get their prescriptions from insurer-affiliat-
ed pharmacies that are often mail-order
only, and ensures that patients can choose
their pharmacies, and that in-network pro-
viders (such as hospitals) get paid for pro-
viding services, regardless of the pharmacy
from which they obtained the medications.

Insurance coverage for HIV prevention
(S 2255H 7625A): Prohibits out-of-pocket
copay and deductible costs for the HIV
prevention medications PrEP and PEP,
while also prohibiting health insurers from
requiring patients to get prior authoriza-
tion before a PrEP or PEP prescription can
be given.

Residential Landlord and Tenant Act (S
2921, H 7304): Prohibits landlords from
charging convenience fees in a tenant’s
rent.

Law Enforcement Officers’ Due Pro-
cess, Accountability, and Transparency

Act (S 2096A, H 7263A): Amends the Law
Enforcement Officers” Bill of Rights to es-
tablish a five-member committee to hear
complaints against law-enforcement offi-
cers, requires the status of all pending hear-
ings to be posted online, and clarifies that
all body-camera footage can be made pub-
lic. Among the bill’s sponsors were Reps.
Camille Vella-Wilkinson (Dist. 21, War-
wick) and Ramon Perez (Dist. 13, Johnston,
Providence).

Surveillance in nursing homes (S
2263A, H 7969A): Allows nursing home
residents to have cameras installed in their
rooms, providing a means of contact, over-
sight and protection, only with the consent
of all roommates and at their own expense.

Consumer PFAS Ban Act of 2024 (S
2152A, H 7356Aaa): Prevents PFAS, a
group of “forever chemicals” that can have
detrimental health effects, especially for
pregnant women and children, from being
used in consumer packaging by Jan. 1,
2029. The law also bans the manufacturing,
distribution, sale or use of PFAS in fire-
fighting foam throughout the state.

Epinephrine injectors (S 0575A, H
5176A): Requires health insurance plans to
cover the full cost of epinephrine auto-in-
jectors, known as EpiPens, and cartridges,
with no copayment or deductible.

Minimum wage (RI Gen. Law 28-12-3):
The minimum wage will be increased to
$15 per hour, up from $14 in 2024.

Housing Bills (7948A, 7950A, 7983B,
7979): Various housing bills that, among
other things, allow homeowners to devel-
op a single accessory dwelling unit (ADU)
to accommodate a family member with
disabilities, permits municipalities to count
mobile-home units as affordable housing if
they meet certain requirements, and enable
municipalities to establish "combined re-
view boards" to replace separate planning
and zoning boards.
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EDITORIAL

What's our 2025
resolution?
To get fatter

nother year has come and
Agone in our beautiful state,

and in just a few short
days we will march into 2025 as
we always do — full of excitement
to be a small part of your lives as
we strive to provide you with in-
formative and entertaining stories
that help you make sense of the
world around you.

Of course, it is also prudent at
this time to reflect back upon the
past 12 months, as we depart a
year in history that certainly did
not lack in newsworthy events,
both locally and nationally.

In some ways, we enter 2025
much as we entered 2024 — con-
cerned about bridges. Both the
physical ones and the more ab-
stract kind.

The infrastructural crisis sepa-
rating our east and west bays
continues to disrupt hundreds of
thousands of daily commuters
without a true end in sight. Al-
though there has been progress
made towards finding a firm to
build a new Washington Bridge,
and progress in finding federal
funds to build it, there is still
much more work to do.

Considering this now marks the
second consecutive year where
the usually jolly month of Decem-
ber instead brought Rhode Island-
ers another bridge-related deba-
cle. This year’s holiday surprise
was a cyber attack on RIBridges,
which left a majority of the state
vulnerable to identity theft. We
fear that rebuilding trust in gov-
ernment might be just as monu-

mental a task as rebuilding a
physical bridge. We hope our lo-
cal and state leaders are up to the
challenge and learn valuable les-
sons from both crises.

Our most important resolution
will be to continue to watch and
report on the biggest issues facing
Rhode Islanders. From the unaf-
fordability of housing, to record
levels of food insecurity experi-
enced by residents, and the wors-
ening effects of climate change
causing unprecedented flooding
and ecological distress, there is no
doubt that 2025 will carry over a
vast number of complex problems
that require dedicated attention
and targeted efforts to tackle.

While many people look ahead
to a new year as a chance to get
back to the gym and lose the
pounds they racked up over the
holidays, here at Beacon Media
we vow instead for the opposite.

We resolve to get fatter in 2025.

A fatter newspaper means more
stories covering the issues coming
out of your city and town coun-
cils, school committees, and mu-
nicipal bodies of all kinds in be-
tween that make the decisions
that most impact you. Fatter sto-
ries mean bringing you more con-
text, more research, more perspec-
tives, all with the underlying mis-
sion to cut through the noise of
our modern media landscape and
help you understand what is hap-
pening, and why it is happening,
without bias.

The new year will bring about
plenty of unknowns. Many of

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

these will be out of our hands,
such as the transition of power in
Washington, and increasing strife
throughout the nations of the
world. However, we resolve to
track and report on issues, regard-
less of where they originate, if it
becomes clear that they will have
a local impact.

But for us to fulfill this resolu-
tion to a satisfactory degree, we
also rely on all of you to bring
something to the table. Bring your
questions, your critiques, your
news tips, your grievances, and
your success stories. Bring your
belief that local journalism still
matters and bring your trust in us
to deliver it on time, every week.

From all of us here, we wish
you a happy and healthy end to
2024, and a joyous start to 2025.

Out With the old, and

i1 with the stew—

LETTERS

~Y

Deployed during the holidays

To the Editor:

This holiday season, many indi-
viduals find themselves separated
from family and loved ones due to
various circumstances, including
work commitments, travel limita-
tions and financial constraints. This
separation is particularly poignant
for those serving in the military,
deployed far from home, bravely
protecting their country and the
people they cherish.

My own experiences with holi-
day deployments instilled in me a
profound understanding of the
unique bonds forged during such
times. The shared experiences and
camaraderie among fellow service
members create a powerful sense
of family, resulting in memories

that are often deeply cherished.
These challenging circumstances
reveal the true character of indi-
viduals, highlighting the strength
and resilience of the human spirit.
In the face of adversity, genuine
friendships are tested and strength-
ened, fostering a profound sense of
mutual support and understand-
ing.

It is with immense gratitude and
respect that I extend heartfelt holi-
day greetings to all the brave men
and women in uniform sacrificing
their time with loved ones to en-
sure the safety and security of our
nation. Your dedication and patrio-
tism are deeply appreciated.

John Cervone
Retired US Army

By Frank Picozzi
Mayor of the City of Warwick

I would like to take this opportunity to
wish the residents of Warwick a very
Happy New Year. As we are about to em-
bark on a new year, I am about to start a new term as
Mayor and for the very first time in the city’s history it will
be a four-year term. As I look back on my administration’s
past four years, I am proud of what we have accom-
plished. When I took office in 2021, Warwick was not in a
very good place. We have worked very hard to turn the
city around and have been very successful in doing so.

My goal for the coming year is to stay the course. I have
created an economic development department and we
have been able to lure well over two hundred new busi-
nesses here to Warwick. There are also over a thousand
residential units being built in the city over the next year.
All of this not only increases our tax base, but it brings in
more consumers to support our businesses and enhance
our economy.

I attribute this success to taking politics out of our gov-
ernment. Gone are the days of insiders being hired to
crucial positions and being appointed to important boards.
Now, only the most qualified people are put into these

Staying the course

positions. Developers know that there are no tax deals, no
“favors”, and no games, everyone is treated fairly and
equally, whether it’s a multi-million-dollar project or a
pizza parlor.

I want to continue providing the residents with quality
city services while at the same time looking for ways to
enhance them. We're also searching for ways to use tech-
nology to make providing the services more economical.
We are currently installing GPS units into our sanitation
fleet and will use software to make the routes more effi-
cient.

We were very fortunate to have received more than $39
million in American Rescue funds three years ago. We also
received well over $25 million in other federal grants. We
put all of that money into our infrastructure to not only
correct the neglect of the past, but to build for the future.
Now it is a matter of maintaining everything that we’ve
done.

In the coming year we’ll continue with the process to

rebuild Micky Stevens Sports Complex. The
project is currently out to design. We have
also started a program to begin restoring our
playgrounds, there are monies available that
came from impact fees paid by developers.
We look forward this year to the opening of
the Oakland Beach splash pad, and then in the fall, to the
Greenwood Credit Union City Hall Plaza. The Plaza will
be a year-round event center featuring everything from ice
skating in the winter, to roller skating in the summer, plus
outdoor dining, dancing, school concerts, bumper boats,
etc. In addition to providing many recreational opportuni-
ties to our residents, it is also a catalyst project that will
spur long desired economic growth in Apponaug Village.

As I stated, I intend to stay the course. I was re-elected
by a resounding mandate, which means that the vast ma-
jority of the voters are pleased with what my administra-
tion is doing. I will work for the things that enhance the
quality of life in our city, and fight against anything that
will diminish it.

My goal was, is, and will always be, to make Warwick a
place where people enjoy living. A place where they grow
up, stay to raise their children, and then spend their retire-
ment.

Setting goals for the year ahead

By Ken Hopkins
Mayor of the City of Cranston

As we look forward to the new year, I'm grateful for the
opportunity to share with readers just a few of my goals
for 2025 in the City of Cranston. With support from our
residents and my fellow elected officials, Cranston will
maintain our status as an award-winning community for
families and business owners alike.

Public Safety
As always, our city will continue to deliver high quality
and affordable services to our residents. I will maintain
support for our top-notch public safety departments,
while focusing on improving rodent control services and
finding practical measures to mitigate the impact of sound
from our municipal gun range.

Infrastructure and Recreation
There are significant recreation-based projects planned
for 2025. Most notably, we eagerly await the start of con-
struction - and swift completion - of the Budlong Pool. The
new pool will provide a safe and enjoyable environment
that will serve residents for generations.
Additional recreational projects include continued reno-

SOUR GRNPES

by Tim Jones

I'M GLAD WE'RE HOME,
AESOP. I HATE GOING
TO THE OPTOMETRIST...

ESPECIALLY WHEN I FAIL
THE EYE EXAM! I GUESS I'M
GONNA HAVE TO GET NEW
GLASSES NOW!

vations of playgrounds across the city, as well as the instal-
lation of turf on the Brayton Park softball field uplifting
our young athletes.

Education

I'am just as excitedly looking ahead to the finished con-
struction of Gladstone and Eden Park elementary schools.
These new facilities will provide state-of-the-art learning
environments that inspire both students and teachers. The
completion of these schools represents a significant invest-
ment in our children's future, ensuring that they have the
resources and support they need to succeed in and out of
the classroom.

Infrastructure

The city’s sidewalk repair program will continue this
spring in partnership with The Apprenticeship Explora-
tion School and the Cranston Area Career and Technical
Center. As well, last spring the city began inspections of
Cranston-owned bridges and culverts. With a comprehen-
sive review of the structural conditions completed in 2024,
officials will continue to act on the developed list of sug-
gested repairs and rehabilitation needs.

Additionally, the city will address overdue, long-term
storm water infrastructure projects to mitigate the impacts

jic.com

ourgrapesc
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of heavy rain on our residential neighborhoods.

Phase 3 of Knightsville revitalization will continue witt
allocated funds and congressional grants, extending
streetscape improvements from Randal Street past St
Mary’s Church. This work is just one example of my con
tinued commitment to local businesses as reflected in the
work already completed in Rolfe Square and Pawtuxe
Village.

Fiscal Health

As always, I have faith in our dedicated governmen
employees, city council members and fellow elected offi
cials that we will navigate another challenging budge
year while preserving the fiscal strength that my adminis
tration has cultivated.

With this continued focus on the well-being of our resi
dents and championing of developments across our city
Cranston will continue as a community where every resi
dent can thrive in 2025.

Note to readers

As we head into the new year, Beacon Media
takes the opportunity this week to preview the
issues and themes of 2025. Last week’s issue
included staff retrospectives on the year in
Cranston and Warwick. In this week’s issue we
publish a look ahead that includes the view-
points of community leaders in both cities and
the perspective of the Speaker of the Rhode Is-
land House of Representatives.

At a time when public regard for news media
has dimmed in many places, we consider our-
selves fortunate to serve an engaged, involved
audience with a strong sense of community and
a healthy appetite for local news. We're grateful
for your steadfast support and wish you a
peaceful and prosperous 2025.
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now two

What is now the Town of West Warwick was once part of Warwick. West War-
wick's secession from Warwick officially took place on Nov. 4, 1913. Lawyer,
business man and probate judge Patrick Henry Quinn played a major role in the
secession. He became West Warwick's first Town Council president. In a cer-
emony on Dec. 17, a plaque describing Quinn’s involvement, to be affixed to
Town Hall, was unveiled in a ceremony conducted by former West Warwick
Mayor Michael Levesque. RI Historian Laureate and President of the Heritage
Harbor Foundation Patrick Conley, who donated the plaque (left), is pictured
with Judge Bruce Morin (retired), representing the Quinn family spoke. Both
spoke about the life and accomplishments of "PH" Quinn. PH was also a men-
tor to his nephew, Gov. Robert Quinn, who also came from West Warwick.

(Photo courtesy of Mike Leveque)

3 ways to help
Save The Bay in 2025

By Topher Hamblett and
George W. Shuster Jr.

hrough the committed actions of
Rhode Islanders, Narragansett Bay
is cleaner and healthier today than
it was in 1975. But as we turn the
corner to 2025, Narragansett Bay faces per-
sistent challenges that threaten a swimma-
ble, fishable Bay accessible to all. Save The
Bay urges Rhode Islanders to support three
initiatives in the coming year to face these
challenges and to invest further in Rhode
Island’s most important natural resource.

First, Save The Bay urges support of fed-
eral, state, and local efforts to respond to
climate change. Climate change is the sin-
gle greatest threat to Narragansett Bay be-
cause it will affect virtually every aspect of
the Bay as we know and enjoy it. Coastal
communities are struggling with erosion.
Salt marsh habitats are at risk of being sub-
merged before they can adapt. Public ac-
cess points are being compromised. Inland
waterways are flooding neighborhoods
and bringing new sources of pollution
downstream. Infrastructure built for the
environment of the past — roads, bridges,
wastewater treatment facilities, recreation-
al facilities — will not survive in their cur-
rent form.

Projects are underway and in planning
stages to relocate infrastructure from shore-
lines, restore floodplains and improve
stormwater management. However, they
urgently need funding. While recent "green
bonds" have provided some financial sup-
port, the need for stable funding far out-
strips available resources.

Second, Save The Bay believes that 2025
will be the year when the long-anticipated
Coastal Resources Management Council
reform will become law. CRMC is on the
front lines of dealing with climate impacts
alongside other challenges like shoreline
access and offshore wind. Their small but
mighty staff of scientists and engineers do
great work, but decisions are still made by
a politically appointed council whose

members are not required to have expertise
in coastal law or science. Too often, these
political appointees make decisions going
against the recommendations of CRMC
staff. Please join Save The Bay as it contin-
ues to advocate for making CRMC a more
transparent and accountable agency by
eliminating the politically appointed coun-
cil.

Third, Save The Bay needs your help on
the front lines of addressing the surge of
plastic waste in our watershed. A recent
study from URI found that roughly a thou-
sand tons of microplastics are now at the
bottom of Narragansett Bay. Beverage con-
tainers — including plastic bottles — are
among the most collected items during
shoreline cleanups, contributing to that
microplastic problem, and littering both
inland and coastal neighborhoods. This is
why Save The Bay and others have been
strongly advocating for a recycling refund
system for beverage containers — also
known as a “bottle bill” — as the most effec-
tive policy we can adopt to address the
problem. Decades of data from states and
countries with bottle deposit systems clear-
ly show that these systems reduce litter
and improve recycling. A majority of state
legislators support a bottle bill for Rhode
Island; it’s time to get it done.

As Save The Bay works on these and
other issues in 2025, our success will ulti-
mately depend on the voices of members
and supporters who share our love of —and
concern for — the Bay and watershed. Our
past victories and improvements in the Bay
happened because people demanded them.
And as we work to address new and
emerging threats in the coming years and
decades, that “strength in numbers” has
never been more critical.

Topher Hamblett
is executive director of Save The Bay.

George W. Shuster [r. is president of the
Save The Bay board of directors.

Pilgrim, Toll Gate students
attend financial fairs

More 190 students from Pilgrim High
School and Toll Gate High School partici-
pated in financial education fairs spon-
sored by Wave Federal Credit Union dur-
ing December.

The CU 4 Reality Financial Education
Fair is the culminating event that places
students through a realistic budgeting ex-
perience during which they make a series
of spending decisions like the types made
by a young adult. The Fair provides stu-
dents with the opportunity to put into
practice what they learn in the classroom
and interact with local businesses as con-
sumers based on their chosen career and
corresponding monthly income. The stu-
dents met with representatives from Wave
Federal Credit Union and various busi-
nesses and industries to include Commu-
nity College of Rhode Island, DeGiulio In-
surance Group, LLC, Generations Financial
Stratecies I 1.C. Premier Home Realtv. 11.C.

Stop and Shop, Tasca Chrysler Jeep Dodge
RAM Fiat, and others to gain a better ap-
preciation of the importance of budgeting,
financial planning and making wise pur-
chasing decisions.

The events were attended by elected of-
ficials and community leaders that includ-
ed Mayor Frank Picozzi, Lt. Gov. Sabina
Matos, Secretary of State Gregg Amore,
Ranika Reyes, General Treasurer’s Office,
state Sen. Mark McKenney, District 30,
Warwick School Committee members Leah
Hazelwood, Chair and David Testa, and
Superintendent of Schools Lynn Dambruch
and Assistant Superintendent of Schools
William McCaffrey.

The credit union has been sponsoring fi-
nancial education fairs in the City of War-
wick for 15 years, and the spring fairs will
take place starting in April.

HOUSES OF OYysipp

Anchor Baptist Church
New Meeting Place
868 Reservoir Avenue
Pastor Alex Martinez
632-9672
www.sermonaudio.com/anchorbaptist

Annunciation Greek
Orthodox Parish
175 Oaklawn Avenue
401-941-4188
Sunday Liturgy 9:30am
www.annunciationri.oeg

Asbury United
Methodist Church
143 Ann Mary Brown Drive
Rev. Yohan Go
467-5122
Worship Service 9:30am
Sunday School at 9:30am
Sept - June
asburyumcri.org

Assemblies Of God
The Solid Rock Church
1753 Phenix Avenue
Rev. Richard K. Leahey
827-0770
www.solidrockchurchag.com

Baha'i Faith
Warwick Community
Call for meeting information
800-228-6483

Buttonwoods Bible Chapel
311 Buttonwoods Avenew
401-823-7803
or 508-579-7384

Christ Church
1025 Main St., E.G.
(corner Post & Cedar)
884-8632
www.christchurchec.org

Christadelphian
Ecclesia
2104 Cranston Street
441-7432
www.christadelphia.org

Church of The Apostles
Anglican Church in
North America
170 Fairview Ave.
Coventry, Rl 02816
821-7609
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
www.apostlesri.org

Church Of The
Ascension (Episcopal)
390 Pontiac Avenue
Pastor Santiago Rodriguez
Sun 10 am (English)
Sun 12pm (Spanish)
461-5811
www.ascensioncranston.org

Church of The
Transfiguration
1665 Broad Street
461-3142
Sunday 10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

Community of Christ
Church
292 West Shore Road
Rev. Nancy L. Cornish
Rev. Peter M. Latham
738-0342

Concordia Center
for Spiritual Living
292 West Shore Rd.
732-1552
10 am. Sundays
concordiacsl.org

Eckankar Center
2914 Post Road, Unit #3
Path of Spiritual Freedom
Light & Sound Services
1st & 3rd Sundays 10 AM

Pastor Mark Lopotoski
738-4727
www.eckankar-ri.org

Edgewood
Congregational Church
1788 Broad Street
461-1344
Sunday 10 am w/coffee hour
www.edgewoodchurchri.org

Faith Baptist Church
765 Commonwealth Ave.
Pastor Matt Vandeleest
738-7664
faithbaptistri.org
Sunday 9:30am & 11:00am

Faith Chapel
Lutheran Brethren
43 Scituate Ave.
Rev. Michael Natale
944-2771
www.faithchapelri.org
Sunday Worship 10am

Faith Family Chapel
205 Hallene Rd. (Unit 103)
Pastor Brian Regan
681-4690
www.faithfamilychapel.org

First Congregational
Church of Warwick, UCC
715 Oakland Beach Avenue

Pastor Michael Ashe

738-3377
fcewri.org

First Evangelical
Lutheran Church
124 Division St.
East Greenwich

Friendship Baptist Church
2945 West Shore Road
Pastor Kaleb Hall
738-4392
friendshipri.com

Gateway Pentacostal
Fellowship
711 Park Ave. (rear)
Pastor Russell Farmer
467-3830
www.gatewayupc.org

Grace Bible Church
116 Rolfe Street
481-0030
www.gbcri.org
9 a.m. Sunday Worship
7 p.m. Wednesday Prayer

Greenwood Community
Church, Presbyterian
805 Main Avenue
Rev. Dr. Stephen L. Clark
737-1230
WWw.gcep.org

Holy Apostles Church
800 Pippin Orchard Road
Very Reverend William J. Ledoux
946-5586
www.holyapostles.com

Lakewood Baptist Church
255 Atlantic Avenue
Pastor Ron Provencal
781-1136
lakewoodbaptistchurchri.com
Sunday Worship 10am
Offering Zoom for
Sunday Services.
Please see website for link.
wwwfacebook.com/LBCWarwick.

Living Faith
Christian Church
1201 Greenwich Avenue
739-2444
www.LivingFaithRl.org

Narragansett Bay
Baptist Church
1642 West Shore Road
Pastor Dru Merrill
738-0600
nbbcri.org

New Beginings
Christian Church
122 Laurens St.
Mario J. Nadich, Pastor
787-0725

Norwood Baptist Church
48 Budlong Avenue
Rev. George Barclay

941-7040

Oak Lawn
Community Baptist Church
229 Wilbur Avenue
944-0864
www.olcbaptistchurch.com

Pawtuxet Baptist Church
2157 Broad Street
Rev. Irving Scoby

461-3635
pawtuxetbaptist@verizon.net

People’s Baptist Church
1275 ElImwood Avenue
Pastor Mark Lindsay
www.PeoplesBaptistChurch.org

Phillips Memorial
Baptist Church
565 Pontiac Avenue
467-3300
Handicapped accessable
www.phillipschurch.org
Rev. Dr. Amy Chilton, Pastor
Affiliated with the
American Baptist Churches of Rhode
Island and the USA
Member of the Association of Welcoming
and Affirming Baptist (AWAB)
Facebook: @PhillipsChurch
Church Office Hours:
9:00 am - 1:00 pm (Mon. - Fri.)
Worship is at 10:00 am on
Sunday

Pilgrim Lutheran Church
1817 Warwick Avenue
Pastor Todd Stange
739-2937
www.pilgrimlutheranri.org

Saint Barnabas
Episcopal Church
3257 Post Road
Rev. Scott R. Lee
737-4141
8:00 & 10:00 Holy Eucharist
www.stbarnabaswarwick.org

St. David’s On-The-Hill
Episcopal Church
200 Meshanticut Valley
Father Edward Beaudreau
942-4368
www.stdavidsonthehill.net

Saint Mark’s
Episcopal Church
111 West Shore Road
737-3127
Saturday - 5:00 pm
Sunday - 9:00 am
www.stmarkswarwick.com

St. Matthew Church
15 Frances Avenue
Rev. Ronald J. Bengford
461-7172

St. Patrick
Catholic Church
2068 Cranston Street
Fr. Roger Durand, Pastor
SaintPatrickCatholicChurch.
org
Sat. 5pm, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30

Saint Paul Church
Of Edgewood
1 St. Paul Place
461-5734

Saint Paul Evangelical
Lutheran Church
389 Greenwich Avenue
Rev. Hayley Bang
737-6758
stpaulwarwick.org

Saint Timothy Church
1799 Warwick Avenue
739-9552

Saints Rose & Clement
Church
111 Long Street
739-0212
Masses: Saturday 4 pm
Sundays 8 am & 10:30 am

Shepherd Of The Valley
United Methodist Church
604 Seven Mile Road
Rev. Katherine Mitchell
821-8217
WWW.SOvVUMC.0rg

SouthPointe
Christian Church
200 Pettaconsett Ave.
401-821-9800
Worship Services
9 & 10:30 a.m.

Kids Programming for
Birth-4th grade both services
5th-8th grade Programming
9 a.m. Sundays
High School Programming
Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
southpointeri.com

Spring Green
Memorial Church
1350 Warwick Avenue
463-8328
Sunday Worship 10:30 am
Rev. Shelton Rucker, Jr.
https://sgmeriwordpress.com/

Trinity Church

139 Ocean Ave., Pawtuxet
Cranston, Rl 02905

8 am & 10 am
10 am is live-streamed on
facebook @trinitypawtuxet

941-4324
http://wwwirinitycranston.org/

Warwick Hope
Assembly of God
425 Sandy Lane
Pastor Matthew McIntosh
732-0634
Sunday Service 9:30 am.
Bible Study Wed. 7 pm

Warwick Central
Baptist Church
3270 Post Road
Pastor Sam Chesser
739-2828
wchcOl@verizon.net
Service Sundays at 10:15 AM

Warwick Christian
Fellowship
358 Warwick Neck Avenue
Pastor Steve Reickett
739-26606

Westminster
Unitarian Church
119 Kenyon Ave,, E.G.
401-884-5933
Sunday Service 10 am
Streaming on: westminster-
uu.org

Woodbury Union
Church, Presbyterian
58 Beach Avenue
Rev. Deb Packard
737-8232
WoodburyChurchRI@gmail.com

Woodridge
Congregational
United Church Of Christ
546 Budlong Road
Rev. Aidan Kelley
942-0654
woodridgechurchri.org

Word & Prayer
Fellowship
828 Oaklawn Ave.
Pastor Chick Salliby
www.wordandprayer.org

Word Of Life
Covenant Church
1308 Phenix Avenue
944-1163
thewordoflife.net

To include your
HOUSE OF WORSHIP
in this listing, please contact
Ida at 732-3100



Jean Louise Stebbins

Jean Louise (Fiddes) Steb-
bins, 83, who passed away
on December 25, 2024, was
for 46 years the beloved wife
of the late Edward C. “Ted”
Stebbins, Jr.

Born in Warwick, she was
the daughter of the late Wil-
liam M. and Annie (Parr)
Fiddes. Jean noted “I had
wonderful parents that made
us work for what we want-
ed”. The sister of the late
George and Gordon “Bruce”
Fiddes, she is survived by
several nieces and nephews and extended family.

Jean received both her undergraduate ('64) and master’s
degree ('81) at the University of Rhode Island where she was a
member of Chi Omega sorority.

Jean was a teacher at Attleboro (Mass.) High School for 29
years. After her retirement, she went back to Warwick Veterans
Memorial High School from 2001-2008 for a job mentoring and
job shadow program. About those years and that experience,
she made a note that, “this was great!”.

A woman with many interests, she and Ted were for years
season ticket holders for URI Rams Men’s Basketball and were
supporters of the athletic program there as well. Education be-
ing a central element in their lives as teachers, Jean and Ted
established an endowed scholarship fund at URI for the benefit
of Rhode Island residents with the need of financial assistance.

She enjoyed working on Class Reunions with former class-
mates over several decades. Jean and Ted spent many happy
summers with neighbors and friends in Cape Cod. She was an
avid gardener and reader.

Very proud of her Scottish roots, Jean took several trips to
Scotland in her later years to visit family she had discovered
through genealogical research. After one of her visits, she had
a bagpiping song named after her called “Jean Stebbins wel-
come to Bon Accord”. A loyal and true friend, Jean always had
time for her friends and family.

Her funeral service will be held at Carpenter-Jenks Funeral
Home, 659 East Greenwich Avenue, West Warwick on Satur-
day, January 4, 2025, at 10:00 AM. Visitation will be held at the
funeral home from 9:00 — 10:00 immediately prior to the ser-
vice. Her burial will be in Gate of Heaven Cemetery, East
Providence.

Kindly omit flowers. Memorial donations may be made to
the Edward and Jean Stebbins Endowed Scholarship, c/o the
URI Foundation & Alumni Engagement, 79 Upper College
Road, Kingston, RI 02881 or to the Dana Farber Cancer Institute
— in memory of Jean Stebbins for ovarian cancer research and
ANL Blood Cancer, P.O. Box 849168, Boston, MA 02284. Con-
dolences may also be offered to her family and fond memories
of Jean shared online at www.carpenterjenks.com.

Theodore Awde, Sr.

In loving memory of Ste-
ven Theodore Awde, Sr. ,
born January 23, 1951, he
passed away on December
23, 2024, surrounded by his
family at home.

He is carried on by his
wife, Carol Awde, two sons;
Steven Awde, Jr. and Michael
Awde and his grandson, Ste-
ven Awde III.

Steven was born in Provi-
dence, RI, attended Warwick
Veterans Memorial High
school and then married his
high school sweetheart, Carol Awde. Working as a Machinest,
he raised two respectable sons and later his grandson. He used
to always say, “I'm so proud of my grandson, The Marine.”

Never one for the fancy things in life, he always liked living
the simple life. For him, that was fishing, going to the casino
and drinking his favorite beer. If you asked anyone who met
him, they would all say the same thing: “He was a very kind
and lighthearted man.”

He will forever be loved and missed by family and friends.

PS. “Grandpa, I love you and will always do my best to
make you proud.” — Steven T. Awde III (The Marine).

It was Steven’s wishes all services and burial will be private.

Howard Bertram Bugbee Sr., WFD Retd.

It is with heavy
% hearts that we an-
nounce the passing
of our beloved fa-
ther, Howie
“Bugs”, on Decem-
ber 23, 2024, at
Kent County Hospital in
Warwick, Rhode Island, fol-
lowing a brief illness. Born
on December 8, 1933 and a
longtime resident of War-
wick, RI, he is predeceased
by his parents, Clark and Lil-
lian, and his three siblings,
George, Clark and Barbara.

A devoted family man, he was deeply loved by his daugh-
ters and their families: Jill Montaquila and her husband Jeffrey,
Jane Bugbee and her wife Tracey Cassara, and his son Howard
Bugbee, Jr. and his wife Keri. He was a proud and loving
grandfather to Paige Alves (husband William), Kevin Bugbee-
Cassara (Jenna), Alec Montaquila (Kassidy), and Ezra Bugbee-
Cassara. His joy was further expanded by his great-grandson,
Liam Alves, and he was excited to welcome the soon-to-be ar-
rival of his second great-grandson. Along with his immediate
family, he also cherished extended members, including Zach-
ary, Lily, Lena, Chloe, and Nerea, who spent time living with
his daughter, Jane, and were a beloved part of his life. He had
an unshakeable love for his family, which was evident in every-
thing he did.

As a retired Battalion Chief with the Warwick Fire Depart-
ment, “Bugs” dedicated much of his life to serving his com-
munity, and he shared a special bond with his longtime friends
and fellow firefighters, Art Legault, Ed Thurston, and Ed Arm-
strong. He was a US Navy veteran and carried with him a
strong sense of duty and service.

With a voice as big as his heart, he lived life with an infec-
tious zest and enthusiasm. He brought joy to those around him
with his sense of humor and deep, unconditional love for those
he held dear. He also had a special place in his heart for his
“Granddogs” — Charlie, Fabio, Bella, Tilly, Sophie, Clyde, Philo,
and Roxy — who brought him comfort and companionship.

His zest for life and his loving presence will be sorely missed
by all. He leaves behind a legacy of love, laughter, and loyalty
that will be cherished forever. He will be missed beyond words
by his family, friends, and all who had the privilege of knowing
him.

His family expresses deep gratitude to the caregivers at Kent
County Hospital and VNA Care New England Hospice for
their care and compassion.

Visiting hours and funeral services are respectfully omitted.
A celebration of Howie’s life and his remarkable firefighting
career will be held at a later date.

Funeral Arrangements are entrusted to THE URQUHART-
MURPHY FUNERAL HOME, 800 Greenwich Avenue, War-
wick.

Donations may be made in his memory to the: VNA Care
New England Foundation, Philanthropy Building 2, 171 Ser-
vice Avenue, Suite 310, Warwick, RI 02886 or online at: http://
vnacarenewengland.org.

Rest in peace, Dad. You will always be loved.

www.murphyfuneralhomes.org
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Robert B. Lawrence

Robert B. Lawrence of
West Warwick died at home
on Saturday, December 14,
2024 at the age of 74. Son of
the late Albert and Lorraine
(Hesketh) Lawrence, Bob
spent much of his life in the
Stadium neighborhood of
Cranston, growing up on Jor-
dan Avenue and living with
his wife and son on Pomham
Street for nearly thirty years.

Bob — known to some as
Bobby - was a quiet but
sometimes feisty man who
enjoyed fishing, golf, and practical jokes. In his younger days
he rode a motorcycle, smoked Marlboro Reds, and worked as
a long-haul truck driver. He was extremely reserved with his
emotions but he bowled a perfect game (more than one, actu-
ally) and sometimes told completely fabricated stories about
his time as a heart surgeon in Bombay. He was often bored by
adults, but children loved his enthusiasm for water balloons.

Bob met his future wife Valerie I. Angelone at Hugh B. Bain
Junior High School, and they both graduated from Cranston
High School East in the Class of 1970. Robert worked as a truck
driver for most of his life, finishing his career at Synagro Tech-
nologies in Woonsocket. In his final years he was a tireless full-
time caretaker for his wife.

In addition to Valerie, Bob is survived by his son Matthew R.
Lawrence, Matthew’s long-term partner Jason P. Tranchida,
sisters Diane Wright and Lori Lawrence Messier, and thirteen
beloved nieces and nephews.

Memorial services were limited to close family. Bob is buried
at St. Ann Cemetery in Cranston. In lieu of flowers, please con-
sider making a donation in his honor to the Samaritans of
Rhode Island. (https://www.samaritansri.org/).

Robert Brooks

Robert (Bob) Brooks, 77, of
Warwick, RI passed away
peacefully on December 27,
2024, at the Hope Health Hu-
litar Hospice Center with his
beloved spouse and soul-
mate, Dr. Margaret (Maggie)
Brooks, by his side.

Bob was born on May 22,
1947, in Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts to Vivian (Glass-
man) Brooks and Walter
Brooks. He was the cherished
older brother of the late
Joanne (Brooks) Thomas. Bob
attended Longfellow Elementary School and Cambridge Rind-
ge and Latin School before earning his Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Civil Engineering from Northeastern University.

While at Northeastern, Bob immersed himself in campus
life, most notably founding the university’s surf club, which
organized weekend surfing trips for students from a half-doz-
en New England colleges to the beaches of Narragansett,
Rhode Island. As a young professional in Boston, Bob also
discovered a passion for competitive darts, even touring the
country as a professional player and was recognized in the
book To The Point: The Story of Darts in America.

His skills in these arenas were matched only by his superb
expertise in civil engineering. Specializing in transportation,
Bob left an indelible mark on the world of sports and entertain-
ment through his work as a lead engineer and consultant. His
projects included iconic venues such as the Dallas Cowboys’
AT&T Stadium, Pittsburgh’s Heinz Field and PNC Park, Cleve-
land Progressive Field and Rocket Mortgage FieldHouse, the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum, and international
ventures like the Dhahran Master Plan in Saudi Arabia and the
2021 World'’s Fair in the United Arab Emirates. Altogether, Bob
conducted transportation management planning projects for
17 NFL stadiums, 11 MLB ballparks, 7 NBA and NHL arenas,
10 NCAA college stadiums, 4 convention centers, 2 auto race-
tracks, 3 casinos, in addition to 7 specialty projects.

Bob’s commitment to community improvement extended
beyond his national and global projects. Locally, he served on
the Hamilton Department of Public Works and as an elected
Selectman. He spearheaded innovative initiatives such as the
town’s first curbside recycling program and he also advocated
for affordable water resources for senior citizens. His passion
for the environment and civic engagement reflected his desire
to leave the world a better place for future generations.

Bob and his former spouse, Barbara Griffin, instilled a strong
foundation of health, education, and ambition in their three
children: Dr. Courtney Neill, D.C., Dr. Brad Brooks, D.O., and
Eric Brooks, L.Ac. He took immense pride in their professional
and personal achievements. His children fondly recall a father
who was a storyteller with whimsical voices, a patient home-
work tutor, a Little League baseball coach, a smooth jazz break-
fast chef, and a fervent fan of the Patriots, Red Sox, and Celtics.

In retirement, Bob and Maggie embraced new adventures.
He learned to sail and purchased his beloved sailboat, Endless
Summer. With his first mate Maggie, he spent summers navi-
gating Narragansett Bay on leisurely outings with family; par-
ticipating in sailing races sponsored by the Rhode Island Yacht
Club, often placing among the top winners; and exploring the
open seas. He also played pool in the RI Yacht Club Tuesday
Night Pool League

Bob is survived by his loving spouse Maggie, his children
Courtney, Brad, and Eric, and his stepchildren Bobby Barber,
Cynthia Boss, Benjamin Landman, and Melissa Landman. He
also leaves behind ten grandchildren, two great-grandchildren,
and countless friends and colleagues who admired his intellect,
kindness, and adventurous spirit.

Bob’s life was one of passion, dedication, and love. He will
be deeply missed and forever remembered for his many contri-
butions to his family, his community, and the world.

A celebration of Bob’s life was held on Wednesday January
1, 2025, from 1:30 — 4:30 pm at the Thomas & Walter Quinn
Funeral Home, 2435 Warwick Ave, Warwick, RI 02889. The
formal funeral service began at 1:45 pm and was led by Rabbi
Ethan Adler. After the Rabbi spoke and led the prayer service,
Bob’s family and friends were invited to come up to the micro-
phone as well to share their cherished stories and memories.
Immediately after the formal service, Bob’s family and friends
had an opportunity to meet informally and remember his ma-
ny contributions to their lives and to this world. The burial
service took place on Thursday January 2, 2025, at 11:00 am in
the Hamilton, MA cemetery located at 623 Bay Road, Hamil-
ton, MA.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made
in his honor to the RI Yacht Club Educational Foundation,
which promotes sailing and other boating programs through
education and training and reflects Bob’s generous spirit, pas-
sion for sailing, and lifelong dedication to helping others.
https:/ /www.riyachtclub.org/riyc-educational-foundation

The direct link to the Bob Brooks donation page:

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_
id=5SBXYSCAVA7WU

St. Jude most holy Apostle,
thank you for hearing my
prayers and petitions which
I have offered up to you.

Advertise

today!
Call 732-3100

Thank you for your guid
ance and all the graces y«
have bestowed upon me.

gratitude - CC & MM
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Sophie C. Schmidt
E Sophie C. (Lau-

:ﬂ rence) Schmidt, a

proud U.S. Navy
Veteran and longtime em-
ployee for the Warwick
School Department passed
away in the early hours of
Tuesday, December 17,
2024. She was 102 years of
age. She was the beloved
wife of the late Rudolph J.
Schmidt, Jr. Born in Ardri-
jausku Lithuania, she was a
daughter of the late John
and Barbara (Pasuitir) Lau-
rynaitis.

Sophie arrived in Rhode Island when her husband was
transferred to Quonset Point Naval Air Station. She was an
active member of The Daughters of Isabella at St. Benedict’s
Church, and she volunteered at the Warwick Senior Center.
Sophie enjoyed bowling, golfing, and traveling within the
US and abroad, but she cherished time with her family the
most.

Sophie was the devoted mother of Constance Schmidt of
MA and the late Jacqueline Blei; cherished ‘Granny’ of three
grandchildren, Katherine Schmidt, Nicholas Blei and Daniel
Blei and two great-grandchildren, John Thomas Blei and
Samuel Joseph Blei, sons of Nicholas and Andrea Blei. She
was a was the mother-in-law of David Blei of MA.

A Visitation will be held Friday, January 3, 2025, from 10-
11lam with a Funeral Service to follow at 11am in the Thom-
as & Walter Quinn Funeral Chapel, 2435 Warwick Ave.,
Warwick. Her interment will follow immediately in St. Ann
Cemetery, Cranston. In lieu of flowers, donation to Hope
Health Hospice and Palliative Care, 1085 N. Main St., Prov-
idence, RI 02904 or Greenwich Farms at Warwick, 75 Min-
nesota Ave., Warwick, RI 02888 will be appreciated.

Sister Claudette Aurore Lapointe, RJM

Sister Claudette Aurore
Lapointe, RJM, also known
as Mother St. Dominic Savio,
82, of Warwick, entered into
eternal life on December 25,
2024. She was a sister of the
Congregation of the Reli-
gious of Jesus and Mary for
over sixty-years. Born in Fall
River, MA, she was the old-
est of seven children of the
late Victor and Beatrice (Des-
rosiers) LaPointe.

Sister Claudette was raised
in Fall River, MA, where she — -
attended Notre Dame School and graduated from Jesus Mary
Academy. She entered the Novitiate of the Religious of Jesus
and Mary in Hyattsville, Maryland on July 31, 1963. Sister
Claudette pronounced her First Vows on February 2, 1964. She
was then missioned to St. Clare’s Academy in Woonsocket, RI.
After her Juniorate and a year of study at Fordham University,
Sister Claudette was missioned to Holy Family Parish in
Woonsocket, RI where she pronounced her Final Vows on Feb-
ruary 2, 1968.

Sister Claudette taught in parish schools throughout Rhode
Island, New York, Massachusetts, and in the Boarding School
in Goffstown, New Hampshire. In 1990, she was asked to serve
in France, first at the Motherhouse in Lyon, then in Paris, and
finally again in Lyon. When Sister Claudette returned from
France, she spent one year in the morning and after school
program in Goffstown, New Hampshire. In the summer of
2000, she arrived in Warwick, Rhode Island where she served
in St. Timothy’s Mission Center and began her work as Pastoral
Minister at St. Gregory the Great Parish in Warwick. Sister
Claudette also represented the Religious of Jesus and Mary on
the Diocesan Council for Religious.

She is survived by her beloved siblings, Rita Lefebvre of St.
Pierre, MO, Laurette Shabshelowitz of Westport, MA, Alice
Willard of Fall River, MA, Muriel Saunders of Assonet, MA,
and Ronald Lapointe of Middleborough, MA, and several
nieces and nephews.

She was the sister of the late Claire Belden.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated on Monday,
January 6, 2025 at 11:00AM at St. Gregory the Great Church,
360 Cowesett Road, Warwick. Visitation will be held at church
prior to the Mass from 10:15AM-10:45AM. Interment will take
place at Notre Dame Cemetery in Fall River, MA.

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to THE URQU-
HART-MURPHY FUNERAL HOME, 800 Greenwich Avenue,
Warwick.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to: Re-
ligious of Jesus and Mary, Attn: Haiti Fund, 821 Varnum Street
N.E. Washington D.C. 20017-2144.

www.murphyfuneralhomes.org

URQUHART-MURPHY

FUNERAL HOME

An Independently Owned Funeral Home

800 Greenwich Avenue, Warwick, RI

737-3510

Conveniently located off Exit 12A on 1-95

EDWARD L. MURPHY, DIRECTOR

Member by Invitation ONSM/ National Selected Morticians

In your time of need, the Warwick \Be\gcon will print your loved one’s ful
obituary for a small charge. The paper-also places the obituary on our
website, warwickonline.com.

Should you desire our services, kindly inform your funeral director,

or call (401) 732-3100 or email Obits@rhodybeat.com for additional
information. Obituary prices start at $60. You may include the
obituary in any of our other newspapers for half price.

— Thank you
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| 'PREPARED FOODS
FISH & CHIPS EVERY WED. & FRI. Stop In or Call Ahead

NOW TAKING HOLIDAY ORDERS

Full Selection of Seafood Caught Local From Point Judith to the Port of New Bedford
SPECIAL ORDERS WELCOMED

FISH AND CHIPS EVERY DAY!
Lunch Special — 11am - 2pm — Just $12.99

Sunday NFL Deals Chicken Wings and Fries
(Buffalo, Barbecue, Plain All Available!)
Games Will Be Playing On Our 3 Big Screen Televisions!

-HOURS:
10am - 6pm

ANCHOR
SEAFOOD

Sunday
Monday Closed
Tuesday-Saturday 1lam - 8pm

641 WARWICK AVE., WARWICK, Rl 02888 = 401.781.2526

Call our friendly and knowledgeable staff
for a private assessment of your hearing.

"
Gatewau Hearing )
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Thursday, January 2, 2025
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A community
boost

The Washington Trust Co. recently
made charitable contributions and in-kind
donations to 40 local nonprofit organiza-
tions to support their outreach efforts this
holiday season.

“Washington Trust truly values our local
; communities and is committed to support-
ing organizations that provide basic needs
i and family services to our neighbors in
need," said Edward O. “Ned" Handy llI,
Washington Trust Chairman & CEO.

“Especially during the season of giving,
our entire team is proud to support the
organizations that are the cornerstones of
our communities as they work to ensure
no one goes hungry, and everyone has the
opportunity to experience the joy of the
season.”

Here, Erin DelLuca, assistant vice presi-
dent and branch manager at the Governor
Francis Branch in Warwick, left, and Car-
rie Charello, assistant vice president and
branch manager at the Centerville Road
branch, present a $1,000 check for the
Neighbors Helping Neighbors program to
Roberta Steinle of the city’s Human Ser-
vices Department. (Submitted photo)
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NN Solutions
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Caregiver Services
Elderly Assistance -I— “Medical Marijuana

-Exceptional X -MMJ Referrals
In-Home Care

CSRI -Chronic Pain Relief
-Full or Part Time -Affordable Alternatives

Rhode Island

BHealth420@gmail.com / 401-234-8010
www.csri420.com

* All Medical Marijuana Caregivers are Licensed by the State of RI

40 Years

in Business!

R&R ROOFING
401-823-1330
Roof Specials on Complete Jobs

All Work Guaranteed!

. .2 Super Service Award Winner  Richard Rossi, owner
Ang'e% list 5013, 12, 15,16, 17, 18, 21 rrossi57@gmail.com
NOW ACCEPTING CREDIT CARDS www.randrroofingri.com

iti RISLA

FREE HELP WITH

FAFSA

FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID

Money for College Starts with FAFSA!

Schedule
Your Free
Appointment

In Person or Phone Appointments Available

SINCEZ007, FUEL CO.
Quality Fuel at a LOW Price!

AC, Furnace, Boiler and Qil Tank Installation & Replacement
Automatic Delivery Available « Heating Assistance Vendor

LOWESTHPRICE!

Aurora FuelH
& Air Conditioning

401-823-2996

LIC#31

Kl www.aurorafuelri.com

m Nota-Masse

(Continued from page 1)

be done. We are a large district. Our
annual capital improvement budget is
frugal. Our facilities are aging and the
equipment that keeps them running is
often obsolete, making it difficult to
maintain them through the seasons of
the year. Although our annual budget
includes a capital improvement line
every year, it is insufficient to maintain
several aging school buildings.

We need not only 21st-century teach-
ing and learning facilities for all of our
educators and students, we also need
things like consistent, reliable heating
and cooling systems. These are not

things that can be accomplished in an
annual budget, and the longer we wait,
the more problems we have and the
larger and more costly the problems
become. We continue to do the best we
can with the resources and funding
that are available to us.

That said, January begins our public
budget season. We start our budget
process in November, looking at the
current budget and staffing, and using
it to make predictions for the next
school year’s budget. Although it is dif-
ficult to make a budget on predictions,
we have an experienced, competent
staff of administrators and we have our
budget development process down to a
science.

On Jan. 23 we will have a public pre-

sentation of our 2025-2026 school year
budget. The meeting will be held at
Cranston High School East and we
hope that our residents will come, and
others to support our schools. We need
you to take a vested interest in the fi-
nances of the School Department and
the process that it takes to create a sol-
id, responsible budget that supports
21st-century teaching and learning in a
district such as ours with many diverse
learners.

Our final budget will be adopted and
sent to the City Council in February
and the final version will be adopted
by the School Committee in late spring.
We look forward to having everyone’s
support for our educators and stu-
dents.

m Dambruch

(Continued from page 1)

in college or a career, our faculty and
staff continue to work with individual
students to guide and coach them for
their future endeavors.

One of the highlights of 2024 has
been the significant improvement in
student attendance. This accomplish-
ment reflects the dedication of our stu-
dents, families and staff to the impor-
tance of consistent learning. We are ex-
cited to see this positive trend continue,
as we know that regular attendance
plays a key role in fostering academic
growth and a strong school communi-
ty.

Our commitment to integrating tech-
nology and innovation into the learn-
ing experiences for our students re-
mains a cornerstone of our educational
philosophy. We are working hard with
the support of many partners to com-
plete outdoor learning spaces at seven
of our elementary schools that have

been awarded the Inside Out Learning
Grant from RIDE.

Looking ahead to 2025, we are excit-
ed to further harness the potential of
technology to enhance the educational
experience for every student, prepar-
ing them for success in an increasingly
digital world.

We know that in order to best help
students succeed academically, we
must be prepared to help them with
their Social-Emotional Learning (SEL).
To that end, we have a number of pro-
grams across the curriculum, an essen-
tial part of our students” development,
helping them build resilience, empathy
and strong interpersonal skills.

Warwick Public Schools has received
two mental-health grants from the Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental Health Ser-
vices Administration (SAMHSA) — the
Project AWARE grant and the Trauma-
Informed Support Services grant.
These initiatives have helped Warwick
schools to raise awareness about men-
tal-health challenges and the impor-
tance of good mental-health practices.
As a district, we have focused on edu-

cating our workforce, students and
their families.

In 2025, we will continue to expand
and enhance these programs, ensuring
that students are equipped with the
emotional and social tools they need to
succeed both in school and in life.

As many of you already know, we
are very excited about our once-in-a-
generation high school construction
projects. The new high schools will be
designed and equipped to support
21st-century learning. We continue to
work with our partners through the
design processes and look forward to
continuing to inform the community
through our community meetings and
forums, with the next being scheduled
for Jan. 28.

As we look to the year ahead, we are
filled with optimism about what’s to
come. The accomplishments of 2024
have set the stage for an even brighter
future, and we are eager to see what
unfolds in 2025. Thank you for your
continued support, and we wish you
all a happy, healthy and successtul
New Year.

m Budlong

(Continued from page 1)

Cranston Forward, has been resolute in keeping up to date
with developments involving the Budlong Pool. Founded
by Cranston resident Karen Rosenberg, the organization has
made clear its rejection of the mayor’s plan for the pool.

During environmental review, Cranston Forward joined
the project as a consulting party.

Susan Blake, a member of Cranston Forward, has lived in
Cranston for over 30 years. She knows the pool well and
described it as a place not just for people to learn how to
swim, but also to develop a sense of community.

“I mean, that pool was a gift to us by the WPA, and Hop-
kins didn’t do one single thing to make that pool open since
the day he took office four years ago,” Blake said.

Blake said her objections to Hopkins” pool plan include
the greatly reduced size of the new pool and the cost of such
a project, money she says could have been used to repair the
pool in its current configuration.

The new pool will be about 8,000 square feet with a deep
end of about 6% feet. The current pool covers 22,000 square
feet with a deep end of about 9% feet.

“As far as I'm concerned, this is a huge waste of money
on a project that doesn’t need to be done,” Blake said. “They
have the money to do all the repairs that need to be done to
it now and they’re not doing it. Theyre insisting on destroy-
ing it —a landmark, destroying that — and putting in this tiny
pool at $4.75 million.”

Moretti said that replacing the pool at its current size or
repairing it would have cost more than was allocated to the
project.

According to a report by Saccoccio & Associates, an archi-
tectural firm, and Weston & Sampson, an engineering con-
sulting firm, the cost to repair the pool would be $5 million
and offer a 10-year lifespan. Moretti said the cost to replace
the pool at its current size would be $10 million and offer a

40-year lifespan.

The new Budlong Pool will be fully funded by $4 millior
in American Rescue Plan Act money that the City Counci
approved, plus $750,000 in federal grant money, and is
planned to have a lifespan of more than 40 years.

“The mayor was restricted with certain funds, so he hac
to build the biggest pool possible with what the City Coun-
cil gave them,” Moretti said.

And because of its eligibility as a state historical land-
mark, Moretti said, the pool house will be fully preservec
with exception to the renovations needed inside to modern-
ize and safeguard against environmental contaminants.

One of the biggest criticisms the administration has gotter
throughout this process is the lack of public involvement ir
the planning of the project.

But Moretti said there have been more than 20 public
meetings — and said he was pleased Blake and Rosenberg
had participated in nearly all of them.

“I guess when you have over 25 public forums, how many
more do you need?” Moretti said. “And there was so muct
redundancy. So, I don’t think it could have been anything
more said or anything, any further opportunities given pub-
licly and privately.”

The Budlong Pool was first built in the 1930s, during the
presidency of Franklin D. Roosevelt, by the Works Project:
Administration (WPA) to combat the rise of unemploymen
and despondency among Americans during The Great De-
pression. It provided relief from dismal economic condition:
and a community space for people to come together anc
make memories.

It is one of the largest public swimming pools in the na-
tion, nearly twice as large as an Olympic-size pool.

With the project moving ahead, Blake said there is nothing
the group can do to prevent it from happening.

“My goal is just to keep people informed, mostly throug}t
social media, about what is going on with it,” Blake said
“I'm ready to keep fighting. But at this point, I don’t see
anything happening unless it’s an act of God.”

m Rink

(Continued from page 1)

and [will serve to] complement the ice rink,” Facente said.

The project was funded mostly by a $5-million federal
grant secured by Senators Jack Reed and Sheldon White-
house; Facente noted that no city tax dollars have been
used for the project. The rink’s naming rights have been
bought by Greenwood Credit Union for $300,000.

Though the construction timeline has been short, two
major hang-ups have hindered the project so far. First was
a dispute over bidding on the project, as Bentley Builders
LLC sued to stop the city from awarding the rink contract
to Tower Construction, arguing that it and not Tower was
in fact the low bidder. After rebidding, Bentley eventually
won the rebid with a $6.7-million bid.

The second wrinkle was the discovery of contaminated
soils on the site, which paused the rink’s construction in
October. The soils were contaminated due to four buried
fuel tanks on the site.

The tainted soil was the city’s biggest concern about the

rink’s construction, Facente said.

“That was the biggest hurdle and the biggest unknown,”
he said. “Whenever you're digging in ground that was
used, that was developed, you never know what you're
going to find.”

At its Dec. 16 meeting, the City Council approved a bid
to remove the soil, with only minimal delays to the overall
project expected. Picozzi had said at the rink’s ground-
breaking in May that he expected construction to take 12-
14 months.

The promise of the plaza, Facente said, is already piqu-
ing the interest of multiple businesses considering the area.

“We're hearing from some interested parties on some of
the vacant properties in the Apponaug area because of the
developments,” Facente said. “It’s both a passive and ac-
tive recreational opportunity for people that we don’t cur-
rently have in the village, and will help people to come and
enjoy all of the things that Apponaug has to offer.”

PHOTO: An artist’s rendering of the planned Warwick
City Hall Plaza, a covered ice rink and adjacent park on the
site of the former City Hall Annex in Apponaug.
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Rondeau
urges people
to find their
strength,
keep moving,
be fit

By BARBARA POLICHETTI

hristina Rondeau knows how to
fight.

But the hard-hitting blonde, who
made a name for herself in kick-
boxing and boxing arenas across

the country, knows a lot more.

She’s a mom, a life coach, an author, fitness
advocate, gym owner, and passionate believer
that everyone should feel good about them-
selves.

As 2025 approaches, Rondeau, 52, sat down
in the office of her Atwood Avenue gym in
Johnston, and talked about her career(s) and
why she is committed to helping people take
care of themselves — body, mind and spirit.

“As we age, staying fit and taking care of
ourselves becomes even more important,” said
Rondeau. “It doesn’t matter if someone comes
to me or goes somewhere else. They have to
find a place that has the right vibe for them —
a place that has the energy they’re looking for.”

Energy is in no short supply at Rondeau’s
gym where students — from youths to senior
citizens — sweat through fitness classes, and,
if they choose, learn to hit hard and kick high.
She’s been teaching martial arts and fitness
classes for more than 30 years in the area, and
most recently bought her current location at
1408 Atwood Ave. in Johnston.

“l just want people to learn to find their
strength — to keep moving and be fit,” she
said. “I don’t want anyone to ever feel victim-
ized.”

Rondeau’s career as a kickboxer, and then a
boxer, started by accident when she was in
high school and struggling with being bullied
by another student. A native of Woonsocket,
she went to a local martial arts academy to
help her feel like she could stand up for herself
and fell in love with karate and other fighting
arts. At5 feet, 4-inches tall, with a lot of spirit
and stamina, she quickly made a name for her-
self in kickboxing, winning numerous titles
and awards as an amateur and later, as a pro-
fessional.
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BOARDWALK

* LOBSTER & CLAM BAR *

885 DAKLAND BEACH AVE, WARWICK, RI

IGGY’S BOARDWALK

s10 OFF

A Purchase of $50 Or More

Valid for in-store food and non-alcoholic beverage purchases only at IGGY'S Boardwalk.
i This coupon may not be redeemed on holidays or combined with any other offer. Exp. 1/31/2025 1

Kickboxer, author, gym owner,
and fitness advocate Christina

Rondeau. (Submitted photo)

IGGY’S BOARDWALK

BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE
SANDWICH OR ENTREE

with the purchase of a beverage!
SUNDAY-THURSDAY ONLY

Not valid at Iggy's Doughboys & Chowder House. Not valid with takeout or online orders (including
Grubhub, Doordash, UberEats) or on holidays. Cannot be combined with any offer. Dine-In ONLY
with minimum of 2 guests. Excludes all Lobster and 100z Filet Mignon. No substitutions allowed
Taxes not included in promotion. 20% Gratuity will be added before discount. No separate checks
allowed. One time use only. Must purchase a beverage. Show coupon to team member and provide
email or phone number upon ordering. Exp 1-31-25

________________________________

IGGY’'S BOARDWALK

Monday - Friday 3pm - 6pm
Restrictions do apply

APPY HOUR

1/2 priced appetizers from a select menu

BUCK & SHUCK

$1 Littlenecks & Oyster

0\ Ve

EXPRESS ONLINE ORDERING FOR TAKE-OUT @ IGGYSRI.COM

NNIVERSAR

BUY A s$50
 ‘GIFT CARD

=" GET A $10
GIFT CARD FREE

Offer Available Now Through January 1, 2025

IGGY’S SPECIAL
A PURCHASE OF $30 OR MORE

s§ OFF

Must present coupon at time of order. Valid for in-store food and beverage purchases only at Iggy’s Doughboys & Chowder
House.This offer cannot be combined with any other offers. Exp. 1/31/2025

ANY TWO DINNERS

Includes: Chowder or Salad,
6 Clam Cakes & 6 Doughboys

$39.99__

Not valid at Iggy’s Boardwalk, online orders including Grubhub, Doordash, UberEats) or on holidays
Excludes lobster. Cannot be combined with any offer. No substitutions allowed. Taxes not included in promotion.
Participating locations may vary. Show coupon to team member upon ordering. Expires 1/31/2025.

“D poorpAasH GRUBHUB® Uber Eats
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‘Artful Expressions: Creating from the Heart’
kicks off 2025 at the Warwick Center for the Arts

By ROBERT DUGUAY

For the past 50 years, the War-
wick Center for the Arts has been
a hub for creativity for the city it
inhabits and the surrounding ar-
eas. The organization, located
within the old Kentish Artillery
Armory on 3259 Post Road, is an
incredible asset for anyone who
wants to pursue the arts while
embracing all the aspects of it
ranging from painting to perfor-
mance. There are numerous
events, classes, workshops that
people can partake in at the WC-
FA that happen throughout the
year, and 2025 is going to be start-
ing with one that’s centered on
self-expression. It’s called “Artful
Expressions: Creating from the
Heart” and it’s going to be hap-
pening every Saturday from Jan.
11 to Feb. 1 with each installment
happening from 11 am. — 1 p.m.
The sessions are geared towards
children between the ages of 6-9,
so it’s an ideal way for parents to
tap into their kid’s creativity.

Locally based mixed media art-
ist Deborah Siravo, whose spe-
cialty is working with textiles and
paper, will be the instructor for
the class. She has a Bachelor’s in
Art History and a Master’s in
Textile Science from the Univer-
sity of Rhode Island, and her
work utilizes the subtleties of the
natural world in abstract fashion

through the use of shapes, colors
and forms.

“The natural world is a strong
influence on my work,” Siravo
says. “Tangled vines, bark of a
tree, seeds blowing in the wind,
the evolving shapes and textures
of changing seasons are the subtle
forms that I draw upon while

(Photo by Warwick Center for The Arts)

creating my stitched panels and
mixed-media collages. The forev-
er evolving natural processes; the
modest and humble changes in
nature go unnoticed unless we
take the time to look very closely
and observe nature in its pure
original form, untouched by hu-
mans. My intention is to reflect

the texture and tactile sensations
of the natural world using fibers:
textiles and reclaimed paper. Por-
traying nature in the abstract is an
organic and intuitive process for
me.”

“I am most comfortable with
abstraction and non-representa-
tion as a visual language,” she

adds. “My use of abstraction re-
lies on perception, impression,
memory, and notion. Familiar
shapes, colors, and forms are
used in my abstract images to cre-
ate a sense of place. Even the
most abstract works draw upon
memory and recognition through
a smell, sound or fragment from
past experience.

The main ability that the stu-
dents of Siravo’s class will be us-
ing is their imagination. This will
be done through painting and
drawing as a way to channel their
thoughts, feelings and ideas onto
a blank canvas. The aim is to es-
tablish a sense of self-confidence
and self-awareness with the
whole experience being catered to
how the students want to create.
There will also be projects that
embrace making decisions and
introspectiveness along with
working together as a group and
comprehending and articulating
emotions through artistic cre-
ation. Students are encouraged to
bring a snack and water bottle
while all art supplies will be pro-
vided.

For more information about
tickets for “Artful Expressions:
Creating from the Heart,” the
Warwick Center for the Arts as a
whole, and events that the organi-
zation has going on in the future,
log onto warwickcfa.org.

Enter for achance
to win a new

2025 Chevy Trax 1R

-

= ROTARY 2

) @

=

Vehicle courtesy of Hurd Auto Mall, Johnston

Proceeds from the raffle to benefit local non profit organizations

Raffle run by the Rotary Club of Warwick. Drawing to be held April 2025,
winner has option of cash, full details on the ticket

Must be 18 years of age to participate. 0dds of winning are 1in 3000

The Ham Classic $9.99 — Honey Baked Ham topped with
Swiss cheese, lettuce, tomato, mayo and hickory honey
mustard on a flaky croissant. (Photo courtesy of honey-
baked.com)

Honey Baked Ham
Co. all about ham

Restaurant Review by DON FOWLER

Ham lovers — and that includes me — will be delighted
that the Honey Baked Ham Co. chain has opened in War-
wick at 300 Quaker Lane (Route 2) in the shopping center
at the corner of Cowesett Avenue.

We stopped by for one of their classic Honey Baked
sandwiches ($9.99) loaded with freshly sliced ham, lettuce,
tomato, Swiss cheese on a croissant with Duke’s special
mayonnaise. It was one of the best ham sandwiches I've
ever eaten.

While there are tables for dine-in, Honey Baked Ham is
a big take-out business.

Honey Baked Ham sells for $17.49 a pound, cheaper
when you buy more than four pounds.

Honey Baked Boneless Ham (cooked longer and slower)
sells for $16.49 a pound.

The franchise also sells pork, beef, home baked turkey
breast, and ham and chicken salad.

“Heat & serve” sides make for a complete ham dinner,
including everything you would find in an Easter dinner.

Priced at $12.99, they include double cheddar macaroni
and cheese, country cornbread stuffing, homebaked beans,
loaded smashed potatoes and more.

For desserts, I tried the triple chocolate cake and the va-
nilla rum cake samples. Both were fresh and yummy.
Whole cakes go for $18.99 to $26.99.

Calories are listed on all items.

They also do catering.

Call 589-109 or visit www.honeybaked.com for more in-
formation.

sl

Turkey Breast (both roasted and smoked) is offered at
$3.49 Ib. (Photo courtesy of honeybaked.com)

SUBSCRIBE TO YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER!
To start your subscription today, call 732-3100
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The cast of ‘A Chorus Line’ perform the finale number at Theatre By The Sea. (Photos by Michael Derr courtesy of
Theatre By The Sea)

Entertainment highlights
of 2024

By DON FOWLER

FirstWorks celebrated its 20th anniversary with some of
the finest entertainment and student workshops featuring
We miss the old New Year’s Eve celebrations of First artists from around the world.
Night but enjoyed the fireworks in Providence and War-

wick to welcome in the New Year.

Jim O'Brien, Jennifer Mischley, and Zach Gibb in HIR by
Taylor Mac at Wilbury Theatre Group. (Photo by
Erin X. Smithers)

i, & |
Warwick's Tommy Gardner aka Tommy Buoy from the
band Yachtley Crew. (Submitted photo)

Wilbury Theatre kicked off the Rhode Island theatre
season with a shocking dark comedy, “HiR” by Taylor
Mac, followed by the musical “Once.”

Trinity had the engaging stories of “La Broa’ (Broad
Street).” We revisited “Fences,” last done at Trinity 32
years ago. Their big hit was “La Cage.”

Warwick’s Tommy Gardner was a part of Yachtley Crew,
a cult band that sold out PPAC.

PPAC once again brought us the top Broadway shows,
beginning with a sparkling “Frozen.” The fall season
broke all records with a return of “Mamma Mia!” and
“Hamilton.”

Judith Lynn Stillman dazzled us with her innovative
“Play Within a Concert” at RIC.

The Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus played
the AMP without the animals, and it was a great show.

Music on the Hill held its 16th Chamber Music Festival
in Warwick and East Greenwich.

The R.I. Philharmonic mourned the loss of two of their
outstanding conductors, continuing their outstanding con-
certs with some of the best guest conductors and soloists
in the world.

DOUBT (Photo by Cat Laine courtesy of The Gamm The-
atre)

Once again it was Gamm who scored an A+ with a com-
pelling performance of “Who's Afraid of Virginia Wolf?”
followed by a hilarious “Twelfth Night.” And gripping
“Doubt.” And then there was “Amadeus,” theatre at its
best!

The late Chuck Wentworth
(Courtesy of Rhythm & Roots)

The legacy of the late Chuck Wentworth lived on at the
Rhythm and Roots Festival in Ninigret Park.

Theatre-by-the Sea brought a dazzling rendition of “A
Chorus Line” to the old barn theatre, topping off the sum-
mer with an equally dazzling “42nd Street.”

Cranston’s Park Theatre closed. Cranston’s Park Theatre
reopened.

Trinity’s “A Christmas Carol” moved to PPAC during
refurbishing of its Chace Theatre.

And those are just the highlights of the great arts and
entertainment offered in Rhode Island!

Amie Lytle, Daria Montaquila, and Melissa Penick as three
of the five Betties. (Photo courtesy of Burbage Theatre)

Burgage’s “Playhouse Creatures,” and “A Play With
Five Betties” featured great roles for older RI actresses.

Discussion group on truth at Edgewood Church

By DON FOWLER Rev. William Sterrett, pastor of the

Edgewood Congregational Church,

Soup, sandwiches and dessert will
be served. The event is informal.

What is Truth? will lead a discussion on the subject Rev. Sterrett will refer to the writ-
Many of us are asking that question  on Sunday, Jan. 5 following the church  ings of political scientist and philoso-
today. service (11 a.m.) in Lower Sawyer pher Hannah Arendt, who is often

Truth in the past election.

Truth in the media.

Truth in government. What is our
own personal truth?

Hall (corner of Broad and Arnold).

The event is open to all members of
the Edgewood-Pawtuxet community
and beyond.

credited for writing, “This constant
lying is not aimed at making people
believe a lie, but ensuring that no one
believes anything anymore.”
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ANIMALSTALK

By Karen Kalunian

Local®Adoptable>Loveable

Pho.to credit: Karen Kalunian

Baylee

When it comes to beauty, Baylee has it all! Her silvery gray and white
coat is so pretty and so soft! Her light green eyes compliment it purr-
fectly too! She is a two year old princess who is looking to be the center
of your world. Baylee would love to find the sunny spot in your home
to bask in the sun when she's not playing with you or taking a cat nap.
If you'd like more information about this pretty girl, please contact the
Warwick Animal Shelter at 401-468-4377 and maybe she'll become your
new best friend!

Photo credit: Karen Kalunian

Dasha

This adorable “red head" is sweet and affectionate! Dasha is a petite eleven
month old Black Mouth Cur mix with a zest for life! She loves to run around
as play and can dash like the wind, hence her name. Dasha has those eyes
that will reach right into your heart and steal it for sure. If you have another
playful pup, she might be a great match as she likes other friendly pups. Also,
some of her favorite things are yummy treats, learning, exploring and being
the best cuddle-bug! Please contact Save One Soul Animal Rescue League if
she sounds like the girl for you! Here is their website: http://www.sosarl.org or

email: jocelyn@sosarl.org

If you are thinking of adopting
or know of an animal in need,
please contact Karen directly at

animaltalk1920@gmail.com

34 years of experience:
Historical author,
lecturer, & columnist

Kelly J.
Sullivan

History Detective

Professional
Researcher

Specializing in: Lawyers, Authors, Those
Seeking Birth Parents & Family Members,
Family History, Term Papers, Association
Publications, & more

Email for inquiries and rates: kjshem77@gmail.com
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m Rondeau
(Continued from page 13)

A fifth-degree black belt, her accom-
plishments, caused many, herself included,
to turn the phrase, “Fight like a girl,” into a
rallying call. Throughout her career, she
has always found time to teach and has run
several gyms in the greater Johnston area.
In 2019, she was inducted into the USA
Martial Arts Hall of Fame as Kickboxing
Master of the Year.

Quick to smile, Rondeau is a charismatic
teacher. On a recent weeknight, she was

Thursday, January 2, 2025
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bouncing between groups of students, en-
couraging them to work harder, “You can
do this,” she’d say if someone started to
falter. “I KNOW you can do this.” She is in
constant motion and still moves like a
boxer — light on her feet with her hands
naturally curled in relaxed fists.

Rondeau retired from professional fight-
ing at 35, when her son and daughter were
young. Since then, she has also explored
other outlets for her knowledge and cre-
ativity. She has written about a dozen
books — some of them children’s books,
others instructional books on a wide-range
of topics from parenting to self-defense

CROSSWORD
PUZZLE CORNER
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. Egyptian city
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Rondeau likes staying in motion. Here she spars with up-and-coming student 11-year-old Abby Cornell. (Beacon Media photo by Barbara Polichetti)

and safety, and one novel about a female
private investigator who lives on the wild
side.

If that didn’t keep her busy enough,
Rondeau made sure she found time to sup-
port the community by starting the charity
“Knockout Wishes,” which raises funds for
people going through hard times.

Rondeau is also dedicated to sharing
messages of positivity, either through her
fitness classes, her books, or her charity.
She says that her experiences of having
been bullied and then later learning to sur-
vive in a tough sport, have led her to focus
on the heart and soul of what she does.
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“I learned a lot on my own and I want to
inspire people,” she said. “When I work
with my students, I want them to be moti-
vated on many levels.”

She pointed to one of the t-shirts she has
designed for her gym. It features the image
of a Madonna and the words Soul Fighter.

“And what is a soul fighter?” Rondeau
asks pointing to the inscription around the
image. “It’s a person who over comes ob-
stacles with their mind, body and soul...
That’s what I try to bring to my students.”

U

Rondeau can be a stickler for form in teaching students how to throw — and take —
punches. (Beacon Media photo by Barbara Polichetti)
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You can do it! With her characteristic enthusiasm, Rondeau encourages two kickboxing
students to keep the pace up. (Beacon Media photo by Barbara Polichetti)
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The Gilded Age Orchestra of Newport presents
‘To Rhode Island with Love’ at Park Theatre

By ROBERT DUGUAY

For the past couple of years, The Gilded Age Orchestra
of Newport has been exploring the era of The Gilded Age
through the musical history of “The City by The Sea.”
Along with its mission to improve the cultural lifeblood of
the community it calls home, it’s also going beyond to
achieve its goal throughout Rhode Island. Hence this con-
cert that's happening at The Historic Park Theatre, 848
Park Ave., Cranston on Jan. 11 at 7 p.m. titled “To Rhode
Island, with Love.” It promises to be an educational expe-
rience for anyone who is interested in The Ocean State’s
legacy when it comes to music. It’s also an opportunity to
check out a unique array of songs that only a full-fledged
orchestra can provide.

I'had a talk ahead of the show with conductor Dr. Mark
Stickney about how all of this came about, a nonprofit he
runs that’s affiliated with the orchestra, and what he’s
looking to accomplish with the organization in the future.

Rob Duguay: “To Rhode Island, with Love” is an eve-
ning of music composed by J. William Middendorf II, who
is a former Ambassador to The Netherlands and also a
former Secretary of the Navy. How were you able to make
this happen by getting these compositions? Were you pre-
sented with these firsthand or is the music part of a Naval
archive?

Dr. Mark Stickney: I run a nonprofit called Historic
Music of Newport, and the name speaks for itself. We're
preserving and sharing the story of Newport’s musical
history and the Naval War College has a march that the
ambassador wrote years ago. I'm not even sure when, but
I had reached out to him during the middle of last year to
talk about his music and talk about his marches while not
knowing about the volume of what he had written. I was
then invited to meet with him and some of the people who
work with him, and they asked if we would be interested
in doing a program of his music. I was overwhelmed by
the amount of music that he has composed and I jumped
on board because as part of Rhode Island’s history, it
needs to be performed.

This whole program came about with us doing two
symphonies, something from an opera he wrote and also
a violin concerto that he wrote. There will be some other
marches that he composed for a band to rearrange them as
an orchestra, so it all came from a curiosity about his mu-
sic and about him because there’s not a lot of publicity
about it. I was hoping that I could write a story, which I
did, to help get his music more recognized today and per-
formed more today. Not just by us, but by other groups as
well.

RD: How has it been with getting the whole orchestra
together for this event? Is this orchestra already set in
stone with the musicians already being part of it or did
you do any auditions or any recruiting?

DMS: The orchestra originally came about from the
HBO TV show “The Gilded Age.” In season one of their
show, they had an orchestra that performed at The Break-
ers in Newport as part of a ballroom scene that was actu-
ally set in New York but was filmed in Newport. One of
the musicians is a friend of mine and he’s also on the
board of my nonprofit. He, another musician I went to
graduate school with, who was in a different season of
“The Gilded Age,” and myself decided to turn this into an
actual orchestra while making it a performing and living
history part of the nonprofit. We came up with a core
group of musicians and then we added other musicians
that we knew would enhance the group and make the
group even better.

As the group does different things, we bring in other
musicians. More if we need more and fewer if we need
fewer, so it’s a flexible orchestra of regional professionals
as far away as Boston and occasionally we’ve had one or
two from New York who have performed with us in the
past. It is an actual orchestra that exists, but it came from
the TV show and the desire for these musicians to create
something lasting.

RD: When it comes to Historic Music of Newport,
what’s the history behind it and what would you say is the
most rewarding thing about the nonprofit? What is the
most arduous thing about running the organization?

DMS: The nonprofit started out as a research project. I
taught college-level music for about 12 years and I'm from
Portsmouth. I worked in Newport for the old Newport
Music Festival, which is now called Newport Classical, so
['ve spent a lot of time listening to the music in the man-
sions. We don’t talk about what the musical life of New-
port was like outside of the Folk and Jazz Festivals, which
are both awesome, I have to add, but we don’t know a lot
about Newport’s musical history beyond that. I started
doing research on the side while I was teaching, and the
amount of information was overwhelming.

I decided the best thing to do was to create this non-
profit, which I have done with the help of some friends by
founding it in 2022. We have a board with members as far
away as Portugal right now, and we’ve started collecting
more and more music, which has amounted to over 1,000
written pieces about Newport, in Newport and by New-
porters. We also have the names of almost 1,000 musicians
who lived and performed in Newport going back to the
earliest days before Newport was a city up until the early
1900s, we've stopped around 1920 for now. It just kind of
became more and more information and more and more
things that I thought were worth preserving and worth
telling stories about. One of the best stories I have about it
is the song “Anchors Aweigh,” which is the Navy’s official
march song and the guy who composed it was born in
Newport.

People know that, but nobody really thinks about how
the song came from Newport. Those are the kinds of
things we’ve been able to find along with others, and
we’ve been able to preserve and tell the stories while do-
ing tours. The most rewarding thing is being able to find
something about the stories of the songs and the musi-
cians and sharing it. I love telling the stories of the musi-
cians who've lived in Newport, it’s an incredibly diverse
group going back before the [American] Revolution when
there were enslaved Newporters who were basically given
to the Continental Army with the understanding that they
would be freed afterwards along with their masters not
having to necessarily fight. They became free after the war,
including two musicians from Newport who were former
slaves.

The hardest part would probably be being a business-
man and figuring out how to make the nonprofit happen.
[ had a lot of help, but it was a lot of work, especially the
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The Gilded Age Orchestra brings “To Rhode Island with Love” to The Historic Park Theatre on Jan. 11. (Submitted

photo courtesy of The Preservation Society of Newport County)

paperwork, which was rewarding but also demanding.
During the first year, finding our way to be a successful
nonprofit was difficult because I was learning things on
the fly.

RD: For people who are considering coming to this
show, what would you say is your biggest selling point?
I'm willing to bet that there are people who are interested
in Rhode Island’s musical history that are probably going
to attend, so what can they expect when they arrive?

DMS: First off, the composer is alive. J. William Mid-
dendorf Il is 100 years old, he lives in Little Compton, and
he’s going to be at the show. He’s going to be there to talk
a little bit about the music before we perform it, so it’s al-
ways an incredible experience to hear from the composer
about their music and then hear the music being com-
posed. It’s really beautiful, the soprano that we’re bringing
in for one of the operas is incredibly talented and that’s
going to be conducted by our co-conductor who is a pro-
fessor in upstate New York and also a board member of
the nonprofit. If they like to hear live music and if they like
to hear about music, then it’s going to be a great experi-
ence.

We don’t just perform music, all of our programs are
about learning about the musical history as it’s being
played. I hate to use the word “educational,” because that
might scare some people away and they don’t want to go
out and learn on a Saturday night. I'm one of those people,
but I think it’s just an experience to hear stuff that isn’t
new music. Most of it is 40 or 50 years old, but it’s music
that they haven’t heard and it’s done by a composer who
will be present to talk about the music, which will give it
a whole new meaning.

RD: You've mentioned that you've amassed a giant ar-

chive of music done by Newporters, so what do you plan
on doing with it in the future? Do you plan on making
some sort of series happen where it's a quarterly or
monthly thing where the orchestra plays a different set of
music?

DMS: The eventual goal of the organization is to have a
museum in Newport and a space to show off what we
have. That’s the long range goal of the nonprofit, we want
to be able to share in person everything we have so people
can see the physical copies of music plus other artifacts.
The orchestra itself does two to three performances a year,
we recently performed at Rosecliff in Newport and we’ve
done a series with the Preservation Society [of Newport
County]. We're looking to possibly expand the orchestra
into schools so we can work with students while talking
about musical history and getting them involved in per-
forming. We have a website [at historicmusicofnewport.
org] that features a blog talking about the musicians and
we also have a summer concert series at Touro Park in
Newport where we invite community bands from across
the region to perform for free on a Sunday.

People come out to sit and listen to music and we picked
Touro Park because there was a bandstand there and there
were concerts there going back to the mid-1800s. It was a
place for concerts, and now we’ve brought them back. Our
goal is always to share and get people involved and this
upcoming concert is also a fundraiser for the organization
so the people can go to our website to find information
about tickets and how they can donate to the nonprofit
with their name being in the program for the concert. For
us, this concert is about sharing music and also a way for
us to push forward and get more programming for the
future.
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Movies

AVON AND
WARWICK SHOWCASE

A COMPLETE UNKNOWN
* kK

(Dylan from 1961-66)

Timothée Chalamet gives a stun-
ning performance as folk legend Bob
Dylan during a crucial time in his
early career.

The 2-hour-and-20-minute movie
opens with a 19-year-old Bobby Dylan
arriving in New York City from Min-
nesota and being taken under the

wing of folk legend Pete Seeger (Ed-
ward Norton).

Bobby meets his hero, Woody Guth-
rie, who is on his death bed, is intro-
duced around the Greenwich Village
folk community and gets his start at
Folk City.

If you like folk music, especially the
early music of Dylan and Joan Baez,
you'll love this biopic.

All this plays out during the turbu-
lent sixties: the Vietham war, student
protests, and commie-hunting among
the liberal folkies.

We follow Dylan’s love affairs

Thursday, January 2, 2025

(which I found a bit confusing at
times) and his difficulties dealing
with sudden fame.

Dylan was deeply conflicted over
the attention given to him and often
reacted standoffish and negative.

It all comes down to the big point in
music history when he plugs in at the
Newport Music Festival and draws
strong negative and some positive re-
action.

We must wait for the credits to re-
mind us of what happened to Dylan,
Baez, Seeger and the other folkies.

Hearing the old folk songs, like
“Blowin” in the Wind,” “Where Have
All the Flowers Gone?” and “This
Land is Your Land” is a big plus.

The depiction of the Newport Mu-
sic Festival bears no resemblance to
the City by the Sea.

I'saw Dylan in Newport years later
when he became more arrogant and
angry, refusing to meet with the press
and ordering that no photos be taken.

Timothée Chalamet plays a young Bob Dylan in the new
movie “A Complete Unknown”

David’s

¢J Greenwood
BARBER SHOP

Specializing in

Men’s & Boys’ Haircutting

2879 Post Road, Warwick

738-7790

By JENNIFER COATES

There are a lot of sounds
one expects to hear at
a corner barber shop K
the buzzing sound of the
shears, the snipping sound
of the scissors, the squeaky
sound of the swivel chair
as it spins in place and the
familiar sound of a door
opening and closing.

But at David's Greenwood
Barber Shop in Warwick,
these sounds are trumped
by the sounds of laughter,
friendly  bantering and
discussions on the state of
affairs of our country. This
is the closest thing we have
in today’s fast-paced world
to the town square, where
old friends and multiple
generations of fathers and
sons alike come to get their
hair cut, and to “solve the
problems” of our day.

David's Greenwood
Barber Shop has stood at

this site for thirty years.
Dave Picozzi, the salon's
owner and longtime barber,
even received a personal
citation from the State's
House of Representatives,
recognizing his invaluable
30 years serving our
community.

Many of Dave's numerous
clients have been coming
here for all thirty of those
years. Some have been
coming since they got their
first haircut as elementary
school-aged boys. Some
are part of three generations
- father, son and grandson!
Those who come for the
first time come back, time
and time again. Dave and
his son Geno are mainstays
on the Warwick landscape.
Come in and check out this
dynamic duo.

There was a time when
the virtue of loyalty was
prized above most anything
else. Small business owners

West Shore Wellness

Relax and Renew
Massage Therapy, Breathwork,
Yoga Classes, Ladies Workout

459 Sandy Lahe (next to market)
www.WestShoreWellness.com

"”5"
~

(SLANGER

kESTHTAURKANT

Good Food

Moderate Prices

ORDERS TO GO
Delivery Day & Night

738-9861

2318 West Shore Rd.

Warwick, RI

Sunday-Thursday 11am-10:30pm
Friday & Saturday 11am-11:30pm

L OCAL BUSINESS
2O

David's Greenwood Barber Shop

Wishing you and your loved ones a joyous 2025

|

like David Picozzi and his
son Geno thank all their
loyal clients after all these
years.

After 30 years, there have
been some changes for
David's Greenwood Barber
Shop. Make note. It is finally
time for Dave to enjoy the
“fruits of his labor" If you
are a customer of Dave's,
you will now only find him
at his styling station in
the mornings (until noon)
during the salon’s regular
hours. Still devoted to
making you look great
but scaling back a bit to
a well-deserved reduced
schedule.

If you are contemplating a
new look this winter, or you
just want to try someplace
different, come to this
longstanding,  traditional
barber shop in Warwick.

David's Greenwood
Barber Shop is located at
2879 Post Road. Hours are
Tuesday, Wednesday and
Friday are 8:00 am to 5:00
pm, Thursdays are 11:00am
to 5:00pm, and Saturdays,
from 8:00am to 11:00am.
Remember, you will only
find Dave here in the
mornings! Men and boys
(ten years and older) are
welcome.

2

Dave Picozzi, seen here cutting the hair of one of his many loyal customers at David's Greenwood
Barber Shop, has been a barber for over 30 years .Walk-ins only at this longstanding shop in Warwick
for Dave and for his son and fellow barber Geno.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

T

iy

| |

Harris Blinds & Shutters

== A Verticals Etc. Company |l
1638 Warwick Ave., Warwick

7137-4917

CUSTOM WINDOW TREATMENTS
FREE In-Home Consultation * FREE Installation
Guaranteed Best Price

THE PRESERVE AT BRIARCLIFFE

Supportive Independent and Assisted Living

I BRIARCLIFFE

CALL 401.944.2450
TO SCHEDULE A
PERSONAL TOUR

Convenient to US Hwy 6 and I-295 in_Johnston, RI
54 Old Pocasset Road | briarclifferi.com

AY SPECIALS

EXPIRES DEC. 3157

preale. e
GET A FREE s @%ﬁ‘&*ﬁm:g"";:;'”“s
gl 14

DESSERT  “wrvurin  wIBLUE CHEESE or RANCH
Quaker Transmissions

Family Owned & Operated Since 1961

Transmission Problems Are Not A Problem!
o Automobiles & Light Trucks o Towing Available
e Foreign & Domestic o Free Road Tests & Estimates
e Expert Clutch Service o Complete Drive Line Service

67 Tiogue Avenue, Rte. 3, West Warwick

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

If you think you have a problem, don’t hesitate to call

e 826-2800 &S

ing

&

A A

Finest Chinese Cuisine
Cantonese ® Szechuan ® Hunan
Exotic Drinks — Take Out Orders

2470 West Shore Rd., Warwick, RI
738-2238  738-2239

www.hanpalacechineserestaurant.com

The Travel Connection

Honeymoon and Destination Specialists

1265R Post Road * Warwick, Rl 02888  gNoW/Locateg
(401) 946-6010 InWarwick

Susan Rezendes — Owner/Travel Consultant

AFTERYOU SET THE DATE

The Travel Connection
can help you plan the honeymoon

We are a full-service travel agency with honeymoon and
destination specialists available to help you plan the
honeymoon of your dreams.

www.travelconnectionri.com

41 17O G
.E‘um 3 Polynesian & Cantonese Cuisine
W FULL SERVICE BAR NOW OPEN!

We serve the most delicious
iﬂm

SR Polynesian drinks and cocktails.
E if :

1278 Post Road, Warwick
467-7440

12 pm to 10 pm Daily « Takeout until 9:30 PM
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Sports

What’s in store for Cranston in 20257

Traficante focused on keeping
kids In city as new year begins

By ALEX SPONSELLER

After a very busy 2024, the City
of Cranston will now flip the
page to 2025 and hopes for an-
other big year in sports.

The city will continue to assess
its facilities and make improve-

ments, but no major renovations
are set for the immediate future.
There are plans to resurface the
baseball infields at both Cranston
West and Cranston Stadium.
Talks have also begun regarding
possibly laying down new turf at
Brayton Park, though those plans

have not been solidified.

Cranston athletic director Mike
Traficante’s goal for this coming
year will remain the same as it
always is: retain as much local tal-
ent as possible while providing
top-notch amenities.

“My goal is to keep our kids in
the city of Cranston. That’s my
goal every single year. I know
they leave for certain reasons but
I want to get them to stay. If we
can get our kids to stay then that
will work wonders for our ath-

letic department. I try to hire the
best coaches that I possibly can
and to make sure the kids are out-
fitted and equipped properly. We
try to put the best product we can
on the field and court, and hope-
fully kids will stay,” said Trafi-
cante, who has emphasized stay-
ing on top of other items such as
premium uniforms and up-to-
date equipment across all sports.

Traficante has also kept a close
eye on athletic participation in
both of the high schools. He has

noticed some varying trends
when it comes to the number of
athletes in certain sports, espe-
cially at East.

“The dynamic is changing ev-
ery single year. At Cranston East,
the numbers in swim are going
down, same with tennis, hockey,
but the numbers in baseball, foot-
ball, basketball, wrestling, we are
getting those numbers back after
they fell off during COVID. The

u 2025 - PAGE 20

Vets retains City Cup

Jacqueline M. Lynch of Warwick enjoyed a visit from the
Prout hockey team. She was recently discharged from the
ACES unit. (Submitted photo)

Prout hockey
spreads holiday
cheer at Kent

The Prout School hockey team visited with patients stay-
ing in the Acute Care for Elders (ACE) Inpatient Unit at
Kent Hospital on Monday, Dec. 23. The holiday event to
deliver gift bags was organized by Care New England’s
Chief of Surgery, Dr. Melissa Murphy. Her son, Riley
Smith, is a junior at Prout and a member of the hockey
team.

Kent Hospital’s ACE unit provides quality and compre-
hensive age-friendly care. The unit is just one of several
specialized programs that diagnoses, treats, and manages
many of the specific issues related to the health and quality
of life of the aging population. The team also took time to
learn about the ACES unit from its medical director, Dr.
Kadesha Collins-Fletcher.

h_¥,
Warwick Vets' lan Ciffo takes on Winman's Callum Way. (Photos by Alex Sponseller)

Hurricanes pin rival Warriors in annual wrestling event

FROM STAFF REPORTS ‘
“*

The visiting Warwick Vets
Middle School wrestling
team grabbed a 63-28 win
over rival Winman to retain
its City Cup title for another
year.

Vets captains Alex Gem-
ma (106 pounds) and Ben
Taute (133 pounds) led the
way with victories, followed
by teammate Ian Ciffo who
picked up a win at 112
pounds for the Hurricanes.

Headlining Winman were
Christian Benavides and
Dylan D’Antonio, who
earned wins at 94 pounds
and 119 pounds, respective-
ly. Winman also got a win
from Brayden Phelan at 75
pounds.

The Hurricanes boast a
whopping 75 grapplers on
their roster while Winman
has a healthy 46, making
them two of the largest mid-
dle school programs in ; o :
Rhode Island. For more L L
photos, turn to page 20. Vets' Harry Wickwire battles Winman's Jaxson Kowalcyzk.

Aiden Forcier of Warwick read to the patients as part of
the team’s holiday visit. Forcier is a senior and assistant
captain of the Prout hockey team. (Submitted photo)

Locals nab
football awards

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Rhode Island High School Football Coaches Asso-
ciation recently unveiled its All-State and All-Division
teams and plenty of locals were recognized for their per-
formances last fall.

Bishop Hendricken running back Jeremy Seidi was
named to the All-State First Team Offense, along with line-
men Stephen Antonucci and Ethan Charnley. Hendricken
kicker Scot Belford made the All-State Second Team Spe-
cial Teams unit.

Seidi was also named to the Division I First Team Of-
fense, along with Charnley, Antonucci and Arion Amoru-
so. Cranston West lineman Thomas Tierney made the Divi-
sion I First Team Defense, long with Hendricken’s Chase
Bedrossian and Sebastian Nault. Belford also made the
team as a kicker.

Cranston West’s Charlie Cornell, Kelan Cornell and
Zachary Petrella made the Division I Second Team, along
with Hendricken’s Jeremy Dennis, Jabari Jackson, Dylan
Lynch, Will Mascena and Ben Taglianetti.

| FOOTBALL - PAGE 20

Cranston West's Kelan Cornell and Pilgrim’s Carter Clifton. (Photos by Mike Zawistoski)
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Elks keeping with tradition

The Tri-City Elks hosted their annual Albert “Cookie” Delory charity golf tournament last September and recently handed out checks of $5,000 to the Rhode Island Community
Food Bank and Operation Stand Down. This was the Elks’ fourth time hosting the event, which honors the memory of DeLory, a former member that passed away in 2019. De-
Lory’s family have been faithful members of the lodge for decades and are pivotal in the organization of this charity event. Former Beacon Media freelancer Pete Fontaine was a
fellow Elk until his passing in early 2024 and was also key in bringing this tradition together at its inception. (Submitted photos)

URI alumna’s study on foot biomechanics, involving
women's basketball team, published in international journal

FROM STAFF REPORTS

A biomechanics study conducted by University of
Rhode Island graduate and former star guard on the
women’s basketball team Catherine “Dolly” Cairns
was recently published in an international journal.
Cairns conducted the study on the basketball floor of
the Ryan Center and in the advanced kinesiology labs
on Campus study with the help of some of her URI
teammates.

Cairns’ study, “The Relationship between Foot An-
thropometrics, Lower-Extremity Kinematics, and
Ground Reaction Force in Elite Female Basketball Play-
ers,” was recently published in the journal Biomechan-
ics. The study, conducted while Cairns was a URI stu-
dent with kinesiology Assistant Professor Ryan Chap-
man, investigated the connection between foot struc-
ture (specifically, arch height index and navicular drop,
essentially a flattening of the arch) in elite female bas-
ketball players and their lower extremity movement
patterns, as well as the force they generate when land-
ing and pushing off the ground.

The overarching goal was to determine whether dif-
ferences in the anatomy and function of the foot impact

movement, performance, and the propensity for injury.
“We hope this type of information can give coaches,
trainers, and athletes a better idea of how to evaluate,
train, and keep athletes injury-free,” Chapman said.

On the court, Chapman and Cairns ran the student-
athletes through typical basketball movements—run-
ning, jumping, pivoting, shooting. They attached wear-
able sensors to each player to measure joint angles, ac-
celeration and velocity. The players also wore force
measuring insoles in their shoes to measure how much
force the foot exerts during those typical basketball
movements.

Back in the kinesiology laboratory in Independence
Square, the players were equipped with wearable sen-
sors, electromyography (EMG) sensors to monitor mus-
cle activity, and motion capture sensors to analyze their
movements during similar activities. Cairns and Chap-
man used these sensing modalities to measure how
joints moved in space, including foot mobility, and how
much force was applied through the feet during differ-
ent movements.

Findings of the study indicate that there in fact does
seem to be a connection between how the foot arch
functions and performance. Individuals with lower

navicular drop values have stiffer arches, giving them
a more stable platform upon which they can push later-
ally into the ground during side-to-side motions. This
ability to push results in more side-to-side force pro-
duction and an increased ability to cut and change di-
rection, which are very common motions in basketball.

Conversely, those with a high navicular drop have
more mobile, flexible feet. They produce less force in
side-to-side motion, giving them less ability to push off
while cutting and changing direction. While the re-
duced force likely decreases risk for foot injury, it may
also transfer force to the knee and hip to compensate
when a player makes side-to-side motions, potentially
increasing injury to those areas.

“These findings may have implications for several
facets of sport-specific training and performance,”
Cairns concluded in her study. “For example, coaches,
strength/conditioning staff, and athletic trainers can
better pre-evaluate athlete foot stiffness to prepare ap-
propriate training and injury prevention plans. This
information could also be utilized to inform the devel-
opment of novel interventions to improve dynamic foot
function.”

Vets’ Nick Uhrig looks for a takedown (right). Winman's Dylan D’Antonio takes on Vets' Anthony Picozzi (left).

m Football

(Continued from page 19)

West’s David Boscia and Mekhai Tay-
lor made the third team as well as Hen-
dricken’s Ben Brooks and Lincoln Tier-
nan.

Cranston East’s Amias Reed and Ale-
sandro Duffy-Matos were named to the
Division III First Team Offense, along
with Pilgrim’s Hunter Schobel and John-
ston’s Matt Ponte. Pilgrim’s Colin Burke,
Jacob Soulliere and Andreas Filippou
made the Division III First Team De-
fense, along with Johnston’s Dean Paris.
Pilgrim’s Carter Clifton also made the
list as a flex player.

Cranston East’s Gavin Boylan, Angel
Figueroa, Mohammed Kalahji and Aiden
Momplaisir all made the second team,
along with Johnston’s Michael Abbruzzi,
Kaden Burrell-Cain, Matt Clements and
Lyalo Harrison-Perez. Pilgrim’s Alex
Earle, Adam El Rhazali, Chris Maniata-
kos, Dylan Rodrigues and Luka Ruscio
were all named to the Division II Second
Team as well.

Representing the Division III Third
Team for Cranston East were James Con-
way and Ethan Medeiros. Johnston’s
James Estrada and Yadier Molin made
the third team as well as Pilgrim’s Will
Ferrara and Louis Gauthier.

Toll Gate’s Brady Leigh was named to
the Division IV First Team Offense. Nick
Bruner, Nate Gamba-Masse, Tony Mero-
la and Jadien Tyree Alves made the Divi-
sion IV Second Team for the Titans while
Stephen Amargo and Jonah Mattiello
made the third team.

m 2025

(Continued from page 19)

dynamic at Cranston East is changing
and we need to adjust accordingly. In
terms of Cranston West, we have plenty
of talented athletes in the western part of
the city and we need to keep them here.
We have good athletes on the eastern
side of the city, too, and we need to keep
them here,” said Traficante.

Traficante also believes that hiring the
right coaching staffs will be critical in
keeping Cranston kids at home.

“We really try to hire the best coaches
possible. We have a new football coach at
Cranston East that is very present at
CLCF, Edgeweood, he’s very identifi-
able. Making yourself known to the
youth programs in the city is important.
We have two new coaches for basketball
at East that are also interested in the
youth programs and they’re completely
changing the cultures of the programs.
On and off the court, sportsmanship, I
couldn’t ask for more. That’s the goal for
every coach we hire.”
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Top three fishing stories of 2024

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

There are so many big fishing stories
for 2024 it was difficult to select three
but here are my top picks.

Striped bass overfished with good
bite in some areas

Striped bass fishing was good at the
Cape Cod Canal and other top spots
with structure, bait and water flow
along the coast. However, in bays and
estuaries where water flow is not as
great, and the water was warm the bite
was dramatically down.

Additionally, the specie remained
overfished with fish managers decid-
ing to institute an addendum to the
striped bass plan to explore more con-
servation measures if needed in 2026
so that the stock can fulfill its required
rebuilding plan by 2029.

“Four of the bass we caught off New-
port Tuesday morning (in June) were
over 40 pounds. The largest, a hungry
44 pound fish was caught on the sur-
face, this one on a DOC 9 topwater
lure,” said expert angler Jeff Sullivan
of Lucky Bait & Tackle, Warren, RI
“There is nothing like having a
44-pound fish attack your lure on the
surface.”

East End Eddie Doherty, Cape Cod
Canal fishing expert and author, said,
“The new moon provided better action
in the Canal with fish slot size and
larger breaking periodically for an
hour at first light. One of our success
stories is thirteen year-old Cody Rice
from Connecticut who caught seven
nice striped bass including a couple of
40-inch beauties on a JoeBaggs Swarter
in the middle of a west tide.”

Although fishing may have been
good for striped bass at top fishing
spots, other locations where the water
was warmer with less bait saw a big
slump.

Fred Definis, editor of the RI Saltwa-
ter Anglers Association magazine and
2nd Vice President of the Association
said, “The big disappointment this
year was the lack of bait in the Sakon-
net River and East Bay area of Narra-
gansett Bay which I fish. Very few
stripers and almost no bluefish. A half
dozen places that were dependable in
2023 yielded few to no fish this year.
Ended up going east of Sakonnet light
a lot, sometimes all the way to West-
port to find fish. The bonito saved the
season as they were around in big
numbers for quite a while.”

Great tautog bite with a new
Rhode Island Record

Once again this year tautog fishing
was very good with fish being taken at
the Cape Cod Canal, in Buzzards Bay,
off Newport, along Rhode Island’s
southern coastal shore and in Narra-
gansett Bay. Anglers caught their limit
often and the fish were large.

Angler John Migliori of Newport
caught a 7.46 pound, 21l-inch tautog
from shore off Aquidneck Island. It
was his first keeper of the year.

And we had a new Rhode Island re-
cord this year. Vinney Simmes, Jr’s huge
tautog made a total of four runs back

-

Capt. Rob Taylor (left) with charter customer Vinny Simms who broke the Rhode Island
State tautog record with this 22 pound 5.28 ounce tautog. (Submitted photo)
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by Vinnie Marsico.)

down to the bottom. He managed to
keep the fish off the bottom and got it
into the boat, it was a new State of
Rhode Island record breaking 22
pounds 5.28 ounce and 31 inches.

Simms, a resident of Hamilton, New
Jersey, landed the huge tautog while
fishing with Capt. Rob Taylor of New-
port Sportfishing Charters.

“Vinny did a good job, but you also
need a lot of luck to land a big fish like
this. With big fish I tell anglers to just
keep reeling, even if the fish is talking
drag you are slowing it down (Simms’s
drag was set at a very heavy 18
pounds),” said Capt. Taylor. “The aim
is to prevent the fish from returning to

Vito Marsico with the 28 pound striped bass he caught on the Cape Cod Canal. (Photo

where it came from, meaning the rock
cluster it lives in. We had a lot of cur-
rent and strong tides Monday so this
fish fortunately may have gotten dis-
oriented a bit coming up and down
four times.”

The fish was landed aboard the Reel
E-Z, Capt. Taylor’s charter fishing ves-
sel, on a piece of structure he discov-
ered earlier this year in about 60 feet of
water when netting Atlantic menha-
den for striped bass fishing bait. It was
the first time he brought charter cus-
tomers to the spot to fish.

Climate impacting fishing, large animals
and warm water exotics

This year climate continued to im-
pact the fish we catch and love to eat
as well as bringing larger animals clos-
er to shore. Warm water brings more
robust bait profiles and warm water
fish follow the bait into our area and
the cold water fish like winter floun-
der and American Lobster leave for
colder deeper water.

The giant bluefin and school tuna
bite was outstanding once again this
year. Whales, sharks and exotic warm
water fish were here in greater num-
bers too. There was enhanced shark
deprivation, with sharks eating an an-
glers catch (stiped bass, summer floun-
der, cod, etc.) as they brought the fish
to the boat or shore.

Whale strikes and fixed gear entan-
glements continued to rise as whales
came in greater contact with humans,
vessels, fish traps and lobster pots to
feed.

Matt Conti of Snug Harbor Marina,
South Kingstown, said in September,
“The giant bluefin tuna bite is crazy.
Multiple fish caught at the Gully,
Habbs Ledge at the Butterfish Hole,
and yesterday multiple giants were
caught just two miles off Scarbrough
Beach, Narragansett. The fish were
feeding behind trawlers as they
brought their nets up. They have been
feeding on Atlantic menhaden. Three
giants were weighed in at our dock all
at the same time Wednesday after-
noon. Fish being caught this week
were all sizes with the largest being in
the 800 plus pound range.”

Exotic warm water fish continue to
be caught in our region. More mabhi,
wahoo and cobia than ever before were
caught in our area and then this sum-
mer Tom Czernik, a Brown University
graduate student caught a 70-inch At-
lantic Tarpon off a Rhode Island Beach.
And, last year a tarpon was caught off
a Cape Cod beach.

Where’s the bite?

Tautog fishing and cod fishing. Call
ahead to make a party boat reserva-
tion, vessels generally sail between 5
a.m. and 7 a.m. and return in the after-
noon. Visit www.islandcurrent.com
and www.francesfleet.com. Full day
rates for vessels are generally $130 to
$135 per adult and around $80 for
those under 12 years old.

Freshwater fishing. Anglers are fish-
ing for largemouth bass weather per-
mitting. And, for a complete list of
trout stocked ponds in Massachusetts
visit Mass Wildlife at Trout stocking
report | Mass.gov, both Whiting and
Falls Ponds in North Attleboro were
stocked this fall. And, in Rhode Island
visit www.dem.ri.gov/fishing, or call
401-789-0281 or 401-539-0019 for more
information on trout stocking.

Dave Monti holds a master captain’s li-
cense and charter fishing license. He serves
on a variety of boards and commissions
and has a consulting business focusing on
clean oceans, habitat preservation, conser-
vation, renewable energy, and fisheries re-
lated issues and clients. Forward fishing
news and photos to dmontifish@uverison.
net or visit www.noflukefishing.com.
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m Shekarchi

(Continued from page 1)

enough water or sewer lines,
that’s a false premise, because if
you don’t have enough water,
you don’t have sewer, you don’t
have any housing,” Shekarchi
said. “And we’re not mandating
housing in any way that commu-
nities can’t support it.”

In response to Johnston Mayor
Joseph Polisena Jr.s vow to chal-
lenge Rhode Island’s affordable
housing laws to stop the pro-
posed development of a 252-unit
apartment complex near George
Waterman Road, Shekarchi said
he thinks Polisena is trying to ne-
gotiate for a smaller development
on the site.

“l think he’s doing what he
thinks is best in his community,”
Shekarchi said. “But we cannot
leave it to local cities and towns to
make a lot of these decisions re-
garding land-use process. I want

to distinguish between the pro-
cess and the decision, because
every single decision made re-
garding any development is still
made at the local level. The John-
ston Planning Board, appointed
by the mayor, Johnston Zoning
Board, Johnston Town Council,
make the final decision.”

What the Assembly has done,
he says, is to make “the process
easier to go through.”

Shekarchi also said that if John-
ston was looking to build single-
family homes — rather than
apartments — in the area where
they are proposed, they would
have to be small buildings on
small lots to be affordable.

The speaker pointed to a back-
log of Superior Court cases relat-
ing to land-use disputes as an ex-
ample of how housing-related
decisions have picked up the pace
recently. Prior to 2024, there were
131 cases in the backlog; now,
Shekarchi said, there are only 20.

Three different commissions —

Thursday, January 2, 2025

the landlord-tenant commission,
affordable housing commission,
and land-use reform commission
— will also wrap up their work in
January and suggest legislation to
help ease the housing crisis.

The speaker challenged those
who have opposed his housing
plans to find other solutions, say-
ing that while he has heard plenty
of criticism of his plans to in-
crease housing supply and densi-
ty, he hasn’t heard any feasible
alternative solutions.

“This is a very difficult 30-year
problem, and quite frankly, I
don’t see anyone else stepping up
to pick up the ball and try to find
some workable solutions,” Shek-
archi said. “I welcome anybody
who opposes any of this to come
forward and give me a different
plan, another workable solution.
And I haven’t found anyone to
step forward, other than saying
it’s going to be left to local con-
trol. Well, we’ve left it in local
control for 30 years, and what do

we have? A housing crisis.”

Despite all the attention paid
and the work done to encourage
more affordable housing, howev-
er, Rhode Island’s homelessness
rate has been among the nation’s
fastest rising, with data from the
state Coalition to End Homeless-
ness showing a 35% increase in
the unsheltered population state-
wide last year.

Shekarchi said that Rhode Is-
land led the country in enacting a
Homelessness Bill of Rights, but
that government could not do
much more beyond that and in-
creasing housing supply.

“Homelessness is a very com-
plicated problem,” Shekarchi
said. “We, the General Assembly,
pass laws, we appropriate money,
and that’s it. The actual running
of the programs — the hiring, the
implementation — is all done in
the executive branch.”

With the new year starting, ma-
ny laws passed in the General
Assembly’s 2024 session are now

taking effect, with at least four of
them having to do with housing.

Other laws now in effect in-
clude significant reforms to the
Law Enforcement Officers’ Bill of
Rights (LEOBOR), a ban on food
packaging and firefighting foam
that contains PFAS, known as
“forever chemicals,” and a law
prohibiting health care providers
from reporting medical debt to
credit agencies.

After four years as speaker of
the House, Shekarchi took No-
vember’s election results as a sign
of confidence in his leadership
and is hoping he can make 2025 a
strong year for the state.

“Every single incumbent, Dem-
ocrat and Republican, won reelec-
tion in November, and 1 think
that's a validation of the work
we’ve been doing,” Shekarchi
said. “My next election is January
7, for election of the speaker. I
want to get elected speaker and I
want to be the best possible
speaker I can be.”
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ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE | ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
COVENTRY 102 Hollis Ave Costa, Lucas A and Ferreira, Julie L Mathews, Kaylee L and Fleury, Sean M 12N $384,900
12 Rosewood Ave Abbott, Lisa M Rapose, Anthony M and Rapose, Angelina C 213 $380,000
1Lisas Way Clark, Brad Wolfe, Paul o $210000 | 130 Pigrim Phwy Lot 8 Miville, Ann C Mejia, Alexis 1213 $200,000
1065 Town Farm Rd Virginia R Giordano T and Leite, Cathleen Lebron, Eliezer and Lebron, Elvira 1/ §715000 | 16 Candle Hill Ct Jerianne H Berman RET and Berman, Andrew Reddy, Jake and Kane, Hannah o2 $50000C
12 Cobblestone Ter Celtc Roman Group LLC Morissey, Joanne and Morrissey, Paul 1o/ $502500 | 190 Smith St Correia, Paolo M and Correia, Nelia ) Ditmare, John D and Cordon, Shannon K 2 $410,000
17 Alaska St M & A Family Realty LLC Bedian, Vahe and Bedian, Anni o/ $39900 | 242 Natick Ave Dias, Donna L Mecabe, BrandiL o $365,000
17 Driftwood Dr Martin’ GlennAand Manin’ Joy M Orfanl Daniel ] and 0||V|er, Lisa A 1210 $650’000 29'S Atlantic Ave Colbum, Carleen Eand Mand”e, Richard J Marie V HOyTand HOy, Marie V 1213 $750,000
18 Paul Sprague Dr Velasquez Francisco A and Velasquez, Jennifer L~ Lin,Xiaojing and Long, Zheng M §7e5000 | 30 DaytonAwe Penta Fret and Penta, Michael Femandez ichael 123 §642,000
2 Michael Ct L9 Master Part T and Us BankTNa T Buteau, Roland D and Buteau, Patricia A 29 sa05000 | 30NowelyRd Hours, Vanessa Wielngto, Corey 2o $365000
26 Sandra Cir Rudoff, Barbara Guindon, Robert and Guindon, Lorraine o 233000 | 34ChapinAve Boulet, Jennifer £ Sib PropLLC 213 410,000
97 Sunset Lake Cir Lot 24 Westwood Const Inc Storybook Homes nc 0/ sos000 | 3685W Shore Rd Deschenes, Timothy W and Deschenes, Denise Shepheard, Jennifer L 12110 $275,000
99 Sunset Lake Cir Lot 23 Westwood Const Inc Storybook Homes nc 0/ s215000 | 37 Westbrook Rd Three Kids LLC Hurley, Jennifer L and Hurley, Melissa C 2m $445,000
39nd St Craig,Glen J and Craig, Lois R Garafano, Kim and Garafano, Stacie L nm $370000 | 39 Church Ave Mckerracher, Barbara R and lannotta, Wendy K Radcliffe, William E and Radcliffe, Nancy J 21m3 $325,000
3979 Flat River Rd Guindon, Robert R and Guindon, Lorraine M Brown, Christopher M Wik $395500 | 44 CastleRocks Rd Lucia M Marshall T and Marshall, Lucia M Brady, Mark and Lui, Roberta 2m $925,000
46 Hill Farm Camp Rd Lot 46 Robert Higgins T and Higgins, Kevin R Leo, Sheila S and Shea, Michelle) oM $430000 | 46BumettRd Clynes S, Kevin F Kendal, Eizabeth A and Howard, tephen P 123 $1475000
71Club House Rd Tortolani Laura £ Correia, Paulo and Correia, Nelia o sa0000 | 49VenZandthve Federal Natl Mtg Assn Gregnwich Cap Partners LL o $130,000
8 Labrea Way Lebron, Eliezer and Lebron, Elvira Conceicao, Michael and Conceicao, Kathryn e $sr0000 | 96Corint Jennette, Matthew Laorenza Margaret M 12 $42900C
91 Macarthur Blvd Lavery, Thomas M Howard, Paige M and Davey, Andrew P o smo0o0 | 59 Kellrve Dorsey, John A Harrington Rity LLC /9 $160000
594 Algonquin Dr Marilyn Fleising Lt and Fleising, Marilyn Bogosian, Jessica L and Zannini, Michael 12113 $575,000
62 Crescendo Dr Grande, Denise L 64 South Invest LLC 1219 $265,000
CRANSTON 62 Crescendo Dr 64 Invest LLC Elevator Prop Inc 1219 $315,000
0 Knolhood Ave Iing ne Vaughn, Brian | an Vugh, A 6 30000 773 Williamsburg Cir Lot 773 M|e|§, Domenic Blnsto Irtl and Brito, Jlosephl 1210 $270000
) 79 Barton Ave Creiglow, Amanda G Lisa N Rizzo T and Rizzo, Lisa N 2m $390,000
118 Albert Ave Lot 118 Sampson, David K Anderson, Flora S 12/5 $310,000 .

. . 81 Yucatan Dr Hurst, Ann E Brutis LLC 2 $237500

120 Vallette St Frias, Massiel A Soto, Flor C 12/5 $435,000 o . .

. A "y . 88 Lee Ave Cameron, Gayle M Ventriglia, Jennifer £ and Ventriglia Jr, AmericoD ~ 12/10 $320000
139Pat e e Kainin Vadimit A and Kalrin Nataa Weng, O 209 SEBEO0D e eenich e Lot 38 Hanley,Chrstne Siia,Chad W and SiiaJ,Emest o $3500
139 Park View Blvd Lot 1514 Kalinin, Vladimir A and Kalinin, Natalya Weng, Qin 1209 $366,000 Y ' ' '

16 EHill Dr Frank Laurito RET and Laurito, Frank Arias, Paul A and Essig, Alycia 2m $600,000
16 Wakefield Ave Burrows J, Stephen Boyle, Jillian and Grace, Domenic 12/5 $515,000 WEST GREENWICH
165 Holland St Lot 22 Casey J Daniel Est and Walker, Jane E Rathbun, Alexander E 12/5 $315000
165 Maplewood Ave Cicione Ft and Black, Geraldine M Ngim, Leak K 1/ su6000 | B4 Breakheart Hill Rd Madden, Michael R Jennette, Matthew and Given, Jaime 2 $595,000
181 Bay View Ave Hernandez, Silvano Rodriguez Ger, Alexander M and German, Marianny D 12/9 $665,000
2Jay Ct Motta, David ) and Motta, Deborah L Desjarlais, Seth and Desjarlais, Melissa 1219 $780,000 WEST WARWICK
240 Curry Rd Rita P Branca Irlt and Melillo, Elisha A Halnon, Brian and Halnon, Loriann 12/5 $425,000
30 Hampshire Rd (Graves, Geraldine A and Boisclair, Mari-Ellen Armstrong, Gary 12/6 $315000 | 10 Main St Madden, Richard E Guerra-Cedeno, Jesus M 2m $385,000
31 Tucker Ave Pud Vent LLC Dimov, Tatyana and Dimoy, Sergey 1206 $845000 | 12Bayview Dr Blanchette Ft and Cuomo, Leanne M Blanchette, Robert) M $390000
32 Lockmere Rd Arias, Paul Moura, Vanessa 12110 $410000 | 13 Granite St Madden, Richard Pires, Albert 12116 $360,000
39 Weaver St Madeling M Montanaro Relt and Montanaro, Gina M Tessier, Michael and Tessier, Donna 1219 $515000 | 28 Scenic Dr Lot 28 Heiss, John E Connell, Elizabeth and Connell, Margaret (VI $250,000
40 Berkley St Sollars, Marie and Chalek, Susan M Corrigan, Cynthia 126 $320000 | 30Gough Ave Rapose, Anthony M and Rapose, Angelina C Bucklin, Nicholas E and Martin-Graham, TaylorM 12712 $330,000
40N View Ave Wolfe, Paul B and Wolfe, Jamie M 401 Homebuyers LLC 12/ §362,000 | 33 Matteson Ave Scott, Glenn and Scott, Sandra Rojas-Carrera, Dylan A and Ordonez-Pineda, America L 12/1 $430,000
5 Sweet Pea Dr Lot 5 Joanna Lambros Lt and Lambros, Joanna Nagle, Ann M 1215 §542000 | 44 Juniper Dr Cavallaro, James ) Dicenzo, Cynthia J and Cirell, Michael D 12m $515,000
54 Speck Ave Henderson, Ramon A and Henderson, Lutgarda Moreno, Nancy and Reyes, Yoelson 1216 $402150 | 565 Quaker Ln Lot 32 Jones, Tanya M Roccio, William 2/m $315,000
59 Tomahawk Tl Corsi Robert Est and Corsi, Robert E Corsi, Michael F /4 $385000 | 7EileenDr Metivier, Sara L and Metivier, Kaytyn Follgtte, Kenneth R and Folette, Alyssa 1 $396,000
65 Mollie Dr Bell, Gregory G and Bell, Rennae | Nunez-Duran, Walli | and Nunez, Jackeline 12/5 $790000 | 71Border St Defazzio, Sally ) and Defazzio Sr, Peter A Correia, Luis 2m $240,000
7 hAstle St Ferguson, Ryan M Duran, Ann £ 1210 $410000 | 9 0akland Dr Kershaw, Patricia Pamela Kershaw RET and Kershaw, Pamela 2 $300000
72 Columbia Ave Walcott-Matthew, Kristin E and Matthews, Evan H Williams, Ted R 12/5 $840,000
78 Meshanticut Valley Pkwy Pirolli Joanne E Cocozza, Julia and Barry, Ryan 12/5 $675,000
995 Pontiac Ave Lot 1046 Eb Prop Inc Natale Family Lp 25 $1375000
995 Pontiac Ave Lot 647 Eb Prop Inc Natale Family Lp 205 $1375000
995 Pontiac Ave Lot 650 Eb Prop Inc Natale Family Lp 25 $1375000
N\Z
EAST GREENWICH s [
I
\
18 Long St Weisenfeld, Richard and Weisenfeld, Janet M Sabbagh, Geoffrey 1213 §720,000 A \\ | g / P
20 Graham Way White Jr, Peter D and White, Sheri A Marzili, Vanessa L and Belakonis, Jacob D 1210 $985,000 \\ \ ,//
205 Shady Hill Dr P|nle 3rd, W||||am Band Saptagata, Stephanie De!ahanty, Lawrence and Fralloll, Vincent 1213 $600,000 H A P P Y —}/»/ , ;\—\— —
47 Bridge St Lot 7 Lovinsky, Linnea $ and Lovinsky, James D Hsiao, Ho P and Wu, Kuan-Hui 12/6 $505,000 — 7y / i \\\
51 Somerset St Greene, William F Michele D Lipman RET and Lipman, Michele D 1216 $625,000 7 |
75 Tipping Rock Dr Jennifer P Batista RET and Batista, Jennifer P Fortner, Justin and Fortner, Chelsey 209 $1695,000 / |
8 Maplewood Dr Murray, John and Heller, Lanie Chen, Liang and Li, Chunyang 1216 $519,900
EXETER ecr M
205 Escoheag Hill Rd Charles S Cummiskey T and Cummiskey Jr,Charles S Cummiskey Jr, Charles S and Cummiskey, Charlotte ) 12/13 $225,000
JOHNSTON
11 Linwood Dr Cionci Evelyn Est and Cionci, Richard F Puleo, Joseph A and Puleo, Elizabeth F 213 $10000
11 Linwood Dr Cionci, John L and Cionci, Leann S Puleo, Joseph A and Puleo, Elizabeth F 213 $330,000
50 Burnett St Paguin, Kathym E Brannon, Lindset and Searles, Benjamin 2 $410,000
7Mathewson St EaGroupLLC Oliva, Marco A and Oliva-Alorizo, Anna P 20m $520,000
WARWICK
This copyrighted material is compiled from public records and re-printed under agreement with the Warren Group of Bostor
Not every community is reported each week. report a data error, call 617-896-5310 or send an email transfersatthewarrengroup.con
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401-732-3100

OFFICE HOURS: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM

TO PLACE OR CANCEL A CLASSIFIED AD:

Call 732-3100 by —
e 3 PM Thursday for
Cranston Herald (Thursday),

Johnston Sun Rise (Thursday),

Warwick Beacon (Thursday) &
The Reminder (Wednesday)

Please Check Your Ad!

We make every effort to carefully proofread all
advertisements, however, we ask you to check
your ad the first time it appears. If you find an
error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it in
the next publication. Beacon Media shall not be
liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert,
any advertisement for which it may be responsible
beyond the cost of the actual space occupied by

LINE ADS:
20 Words - $35.00 per week

each additional word $1.00

bold first line $4.00

Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald
and Johnston Sun Rise

Add The Reminder for an additional $10/week

the item in which error or omission or failure to
insert occurred. Advertiser will be entitled to refund

of advertisement price or insertion in next issue at

advertiser’s option.

BUSINESS SERVICE ADS:

$35.00 per column inch per week*
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and

Johnston Sun Rise

*Ad Must Run 4 Consecutive Weeks

Add The Reminder:

$8.00 per column inch. Ad Must Run 4 Consecutive Weeks.

Email ads to: Classifieds@rhodybeat.com

fee. Business Service ads must be prepaid until a Credit Application has been approved and account established.

CREDlT POLlCY We accept all major credit cards. We will bill line-by-line classified ads (with the exception of YARD SALE ADS) to customers adding $1.50 billing

Autos Wanted

Help Wanted

Home Improvement

Classic Cars Wanted!
Looking for American or
European vehicles. Re-
stored or needing work.
Collections or single
cars. Will pay finder's fee
for referrals. Call 508-
326-6359.

JUNK CARS WANTED.
Up to $500 paid. Call
401-895-7351 for quote.

| Help Wanted

CLEANERS: 1st & 2nd
Shift, 20-25 hours per
week, Monday-Saturday.
$15/hour. Must have
valid Driver's License,
reliable  vehicle and
clean BCI. Great job for
retirees! Call Joe, 401-
301-1162.

Carpet Cleaning Tech-
nician/Trainees: $700+/
Week. Valid Driver's Li-
cense. BCI required. Call
Joe, 401- 258-9648

PT MAINTENANCE
TECH ASSISTANT:
Assisting Living com-
munity seeking PT, 2nd
shift 6:00pm — 12pm, to
assist the maintenance
director. Ability to multi-
task and prioritize in a
customer service envi-
ronment. Excellent work-
ing environment. Apply
in person at Halcyon at
West Bay, 2783 West
Shore Road, Warwick.

Bus Driver, Full time,
Monday — Friday at As-
sisted Living Retirement
Community responsible
for transporting resi-
dents. A valid RI driver's
license a must. Apply in
person at Halcyon West
Bay, 2783 West Shore
Road, Warwick, RI.

FRANN & SONS PAINT-
ING AND REPAIR: Let
me and mine bring your
ideas to life. Call: 413-
344-5150.

Houses Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES: Any
condition!! Quick sale!!
House needs work? We
don’t mind. Call 401-
595-8703.

Real Estate For
Rent

RENTAL LAND SPACE
AVAILABLE in Johnston.
Private location. Private
property, easy access
to 295 north and south.
Area is gated. 10,000
sq ft. $3000.00/monthly.
Call: 401-663-0174 for
info.

To place your ad by phone,
please call Ida

732-3100

DEADLINE: 3 PM Thursday

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Statewide Coverage

RING

ODE ISLAND NEWSPAPER GROUP

HIRING « SELLING « BUYING

REACH OVER 125,000 HOMES

Help Wanted
Real Estate
Autos
ltems For Sale

752-3100

f /Save Time.
~  Save Money.

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

*Add $1 for each additional word
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise

U Add The Reminder for an additional $10/week

Please print clearly - One word per box

Phone number is one word.
Not responsible for words we cannot read.

20 Words - °35/week

L BOLD TYPE

$4.00 per week. First line only.

20 words

+$1 each addition word

Name

Address

Town/State

Phone

Price Per Week

# of Weeks

Amount Paid

Make checks payable to:

BEACON MEDIARI

U Check/Money Order Enclosed - Payable to: BEACON MEDIA RI

Circle One: Account #
@HE w - Security Code Expiration Date
MAIL OR BRING TO:

BEACON MEDIA RI

1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick Rl 02889
E-Mail: classifieds@rhodybeat.com

Classified Ad Deadline is

THURSDAY AT 3PM

USINES

ERVICE

Electrical

Oil Tank Removal |

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades
Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990 AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa Insure

Fencing

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed Rl Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal

Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured * Reg. #27176 « #RI8T7

401-647-9606

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl + Wood ¢ Aluminum
Chainlink Fences
Insured - Free Estimates
Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392

Painting

STEVEN G. RUHLE
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors
Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967

Free Estimates
Reg. 12067 - Insured

Flooring

EAST COAST
WOOD FLOORS
Installed + Sand
Finish « Refinish
Insured ¢ Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644

Reg. #15124

Handyman

John’s Construction
Handyman Services
Painting * Windows
Carpentry
942-1729
15% Off next project w/ad.
Reg. #24655 ~ Insured

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing
Free Estimates
Jason Craig
378-8525 - 743-2554

Reg. #22833 Insured

Plastering

Harold Greco, Jr.

Plaster Perfection
ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations
Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE
Reg. #4114 Member BBB  Est. 1946

738-0369

Home
Improvements

Plumbing &
Heating

Weatherproof
Home Improvement
Interior/ Exterior Painting
Roofing  Siding
Gutters * Decks
Dennis
732-9218

DAVIDSON’S
PLUMBING & HEATING

Water Heaters
Free Estimates

Remodeling + Repairs
New Construction
MP #1696 737'4679 MPF #6470

Mirabella
Construction

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Premium Renovations
Tailored to Perfection
5-Star Company

Rl Reg #38119
Insured

401-556-5995

E.W. FLAGG
Plumbing & Heating
New & Old
Installations ¢ Repairs
Water Heaters
Commercial & Residential

739-6155

Rubbish Removal

Masonry

CEMENT
MASONRY WORK
Chimneys + Floors + Patios
Driveways < Steps + Walkways
Repairs + Free Estimates
Ron 397-1891
Cell 639-2942

Reg. #6326 Licensed & Bonded

Liberty House
Junk Removal, Inc.

We remove one item
or content of entire house.
Sheds and hot tubs
FREE ESTIMATES
15 years of reliable service
Reg. #2983 & Insured

401-286-0505

Fall Cleanups
House-Cellars-
Garages * Moving?
Anything hauled away, some FREE!
30 yrs. - Reliable Service!
Lic. #37379 - Insured
1-2781

BUSINESS
SERVICES

ads start at

$35l week

for 4 or more weeks

Ad appears in the Cranston Herald,
Warwick Beacon & Johnston Sun Rise
(All 3 papers for one low price)

TO PLACE YOUR AD, PLEASE CALL

732-3100

DEADLINE: Thursday at 3 PM
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INVEST IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

IF YOU WEAR GLASSES READ THIS
Fast Accurate Servi LE 1,

s SN e, T |

OO% |

I

I

| Tint Coordinating Specialists Q)
OPTICAL INC. Two PA'H

Frame Repair
I 1168 Warwick Ave.
EYEGLASSES |

Warwick, RI
+ OR- 4.00 CR39 LENSES ot W, Spazeno 9 |

401-463-7100
|
|| coupon must accompany order REGISTERED OPTICIANS FI-28 Bioals $90 Adtonal |

| Quality eyewear need not be expensive
SINGLE VISION PRESCRIPTION
| LENSES & FRAME

* Choose from a specially selected group
| offashion frames
| « Extra charge for high powers

Friday 10-4
Closed Sat, Sun, Mon

John L. Spaziano

Open Tm:s.,. Wed.,, Thurs. 10-6

William J Riley
Plumbing & Heating
738-1688

MPLIC#1234
PIPE LIC # 1065
Mass Lic # 10143

ALL PHASES of PLUMBING-HEATING & BACKFLOW SERVICES
Residential and Commercial
Find coupon at www.rileyplumbing.com

(401) 461-5600  www.budgetrooterservice.com

BUDGET
&L )ROOTER

Drain Problem? No Problem!
Just Call Jim!

40+ Years of Experience
OFCHO]
E Family Owned ‘!.
H And Operated ..‘
Servicing both Commercial and Residential Clients:

Main Sewer Lines ¢ Sinks ¢ Tubs * Showers ¢ Floor Drains
Video Camera Pipe Inspection Bz~

=——=SERVICE
“Why Pay More?”

GOULIN STORAGE
STORAGE CONTAINERS FOR RENT

Stationary at our Johnston location
or mobile at your location
for a monthly rental fee.

401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737 gte
VERY COMPETITIVE RATES, FAST, RELIABLE COURTEOUS SERVICE

WARWICK NECK
GARAGE

315 Warwick Neck Ave. Warwick

 AUTOMOTIVE MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

R.l. EMISSIONS & SAFETY TESTING

737-987

Mon.-Fri.
8am-5pm

Since
1978

~|
Ji\gy”‘w »e\ Bl

« MASONRY « PLANTING Warwi ;33: V;’arlwlick :venue
« OUTDOOR LIVING arwick, Rhode Island 02888

* POOLS & WATER FEATURES 401 .463.91 33

* COMMERCIAL - SERVICES  ywyyw,yardworksri.com
* GARDEN CENTER yardwordsri@gmail.com
* FULL SERVICE FLORIST Fax: 401.463.3401

BEACON MEDIA

WARWICK BEACON
CRANSTON HERALD

JOHNSTON SUN RISE
THE REMINDER

LINDA NADEAU

' ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE
(4 lindan@rhodybeat.com

= =— p 401-732-3100 ext 225
1944 WARWICK AENUE, WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND 02889

Since 1947

Same Day Service ~ Pick-Up and Delivery

(401) 941-4061

WWwWw.crosstownpress.com

10% OFF

with this coupon
MR Expires 12/2024

Mowing ¢ Bush & Hedge Trimming
Mulching & Bed Cleaning
Brush Cleanup & Removal

Branch & Twig Cutting and Removal
£ REASONABLE RATES ¢ FREE ESTIMATES

401-588-0555

BEACON MEDIA

WARWICK BEACON
CRANSTON HERALD

JOHNSTON SUN RISE
THE REMINDER

- WENDOLOSKI
;’f:d//y ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE

suzannew@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100 ext 214

1
2725 Post Road ¢ Warwick |
739-1611

| OPEN |
| Sunday |
| 10am-6pm |
| LARGE SELECTION Monday |
: Domestilgi:flzelvrzzloeri‘ed Beer thru Saturday |
| Liquors - 50, 100, 200, 375ml 8am-10pm

(RI LOTTERY ¢ GIFT CERTIFICATES * WEEKLY SPECIALS |

Cole Farm
Laundromat

Our Machines ane the Lowest Price in Town!
9 Clean, Friendly Atmosphere!

WASH, DRY & FOLD
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 7AM-3PM

12 WASHES - REGEIVE *3 OFF YOUR 13"

One mile east of Hoxsie 4 Corners

435 WEST SHORE ROAD, WWARWICK « 738-2910

wel
AN
. \8
-

L& R

Own An Airbnb?

LEMON Too Busy To

LAUNDRY"& DRY CLEANING Do Laundry?
is not only your local laundromat Run A Business

WE AI.SI] PICK“P That Requires
AND DELIVER LAUNDRY Laundry Service?

Call

(401) 298-6788
2344 West Shore Road

e Landscaping
* Siding

* Plastering

e Carpentry

* Painting
* Flooring
* Roofing

: » Masonry

401:516:4216

'RHYDA'S ODD'yssey

I Buy & Sell Odds & Ends
from A-Z...
*Toys to Real Estate*

3135 POST ROAD, WARWICK RI
401-447-3405 John Paul

10-week commitment ¢ 3.42”x2” ad « FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE
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