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2019 - A YEAR IN REVIEW

1-13-19
KROEGER RETIRES 

AFTER SERVING MORE 
THAN 40 YEARS ON 

THE SCHOOL BOARD

Former Warrick County 
School Board member Dor-
othy Kroeger stepped into 
retirement after serving on 
the board for four decades. 
Kroeger helped build the 
corporations first policy 
manual in 1981 and was 43 
when she first ran for the 
seat in the 70s. Kroeger said 
while she won’t be the one 
to hand out diplomas, she 
hopes to continue attending 
as many of the county’s high 
school graduations as she 
can.

“I just want to see the 
next generation have the 
same opportunities that 
mine had,” she said.

1-10-19
BOONVILLE AWARDS 

$1.7 MILLION BID 
FOR SOLAR FIELD

Boonville took steps 
forward with a solar field 
to power the city’s sewer 
works. The project came 
after years of planning with 
funding originating with 
the 2016 bond to update the 
city’s sewer utility. Boonville 
mayor Charlie Wyatt said 
the fi eld south of the Boon-
ville sewer works off Millers-
burg Road would bring sav-
ings to the utility, which will 
help keep rates low. He said 
the city will save upwards of 
$17,000 a month in electric-
ity costs once the switch to 
solar is offi cially made.

1-17-19
BROADBAND 

PROJECT GIVEN 
FINAL APPROVAL

The Warrick County 
Council gave fi nal approval 
to the county’s project to 
install a broadband fiber 
infrastructure throughout 
the county.

The $5.4 million project 
includes the installation of 
105 miles of broadband fi ber 
throughout the county with 
the partnership between 
the county and Mainstream 
Fiber. The project was origi-

nally shot down in the coun-
cil’s September meeting as 
council members questioned 
the project’s limitations 
in covering rural parts of 
the count, but received an 
approval on an initial vote in 
October 2018 after the addi-
tion of a wireless portion of 
the project aimed at extend-
ing the coverage into more 
rural areas of the county.

1-24-19
PUBLIC HEARING 
SPARKS DEBATE 
ON NEWBURGH 

INTERSECTION UPDATE

A public hearing to dis-
cuss the Indiana Department 
of Transportation’s (INDOT) 
update of State Road 261 at 
Fruitwood Lane sparked con-
troversy in January.

The hearing, held by 
INDOT, brought criticism 
from local offi cials and busi-
ness owners who left the 
meeting disappointed after 
hearing the project had 
already been scheduled to 
take place this summer.

Several business owners 
reported that they just heard 
about the upgrades earlier 
in the week before the meet-
ing. Commissioner Dan Say-
lor said INDOT previously 
indicated that the meeting’s 
objective was to take under 
consideration the concerns of 
local businesses and individu-
als, but that it sounded like 
INDOT had already made up 
their mind.

The project was com-
pleted earlier this year and 
included the extension of the 
median passed the intersec-
tion of State Road 261 and 
Fruitwood Drive through to 
the stoplight at Peachwood 
Drive only allowing right 
turns to-and-from Fruitwood 
Drive from State Road 261.

1-31-19
JUDGE DENIES SPECIAL 

DRIVING PRIVILEGES

Special driving privileges 
were denied for a Boonville 
woman charged in the driv-
ing death of a Boonville man.

Debbie Har t, 61, of 
Boonville, was arrested 
and charged with operating 
a vehicle while intoxicated 
causing death, operating 
a vehicle with a BAC of.15 
percent or more, operating 
a vehicle while intoxicated 
endangering a person and 
operating a vehicle while 
intoxicated in late November 
2018 after a wreck outside 
of Boonville resulted in the 
death of motorcyclist Timo-
thy Hemmings in Boonville. 
Hart was traveling in a truck 
westbound on State Road 
62 in Boonville when she 
attempted to turn from the 
turn lane onto Baker Road 
into the path of Hemmings, 
who was travelling east on 
State Road 62.

Hart’s license was sub-
sequently suspended as 
a result of the charges. 
However, Hart’s attorney, 

Anthony Long, petitioned 
for special driving privileges 
to allow Hart to continue to 
drive to work and other nec-
essary appointments.

Despite indications that 
an agreement was made 
between Hart and the War-
rick County Prosecutor’s 
Office, Hart’s case was set 
for trial to take place in Feb-
ruary after Long told the 
judge in a November hear-
ing that there was never an 
agreement. The trial has 
been set for Feb. 11, 2020, at 
8:30 a.m. while a fi nal pretri-
al conference will take place 
on Jan. 6, 2020, at 9 a.m.

2-7-19
POLAR VORTEX HITS 

WARRICK COUNTY

A polar vortex hit War-
rick County early in 2019 
causing disruption across 
the county.

Warrick County Schools 
were forced to close two 
days and open with a two-
hour delay on another, due 
to freezing temperatures 
while residents dealt with 
power loss and canceled or 
slowed business processes.

The Chandler Police 
Department had some fun 
with the cold weather, and 
posted a warning on Face-
book to potential criminals 
on the night of Monday, 
Jan. 28.

“Due to the extreme 
cold and wind, the Chan-
dler Police Department is 
canceling all misdemeanor 
and felony criminal activi-
ties,” the post read. “Crimi-
nals, please take note, it is 
too cold to commit crimes. 
Stay inside and read, watch 
Netfl ix, go on the FBI Bank 
Robbers website and help 
catch other criminals, any-
thing, but for the love of 
polar bears, do not go out-
side and commit crimes.”

2-14-19
LOVE AT FIRST 

SIGHT: TENNYSON 
COUPLE CELEBRATING 

56 YEARS OF 
MARRIAGE IN MARCH

Floyd and Patsy Leslie 
celebrated 56 years of mar-

riage in 2019.
It was love at fi rst sight for 

18-year-old Floyd Leslie, of 
Folsomville, and 16-year-old 
Patsy Garrison, of Tennyson, 
in 1962.

“I was at a basketball 
game at Tennyson High 
School with a friend of mine, 
Janice Williams— McKin-
ney now — and she was dat-
ing a boy, John McKinney, 
who Floyd was friends with,” 
Patsy Leslie said. “After we 
left game, the boys walked us 
down to her house — Floyd 
and I had never met before 
— and he just picked me 
up and started carrying me 
down the sidewalk. He called 
me out for a date a week 
later.”

“And she was silly enough 
to say, ‘Yes,’ ” Floyd Leslie 
said.

Just a year later, they were 
married. The Leslies now 
have two children, fi ve grand-
children, seven great-grand-
children, and they celebrated 
their 56th year of marriage 
on March 5, 2019.

2-21-19
BMS PRACTICES 

LOCKDOWN DRILL

Nearly one year after 17 
students lost their lives in 
the Parkland, Fla. shooting 
on Valentine’s Day, Boonville 
Middle School students prac-
ticed a lockdown drill to pre-
pare in case of an emergency.

BMS principal Julie Kemp 
said although all Warrick 
schools practice a lockdown 
drill, they also practiced the 
reunifi cation process for the 
first time ever on Tuesday, 
Feb. 11, in which approxi-
mately 30 parents picked up 
their children after the drill.

Part of the main push to 
practice the reunifi cation pro-
cess for the fi rst time, stems 
from a 2018 incident, when 
the Chandler and Newburgh-

area schools were put on 
lockouts, due to a threat cir-
culating around on the social 
media app, SnapChat.

A lockout occurs when 
there is a threat inside of 
the building and is meant 
to contain a threat allowing 
students and staff to escape 
while a lockdown occurs 
when the threat is outside 
and is meant to protect stu-
dents and staff from that 
external threat.

In the 2018 incident, hun-
dreds upon hundreds of 
parents showed up to those 
respective schools after fi nd-
ing out about the unsubstan-
tiated threat online and not 
from the school fi rst, wanting 
to collect their children and 
in-turn, creating a complicat-
ed incident.

2-28-19
STUDY COMMITTEE 

BRINGS RESULTS

A study committee cre-
ated to look into fireworks 
issues brought forth an ordi-
nance to the Warrick County 
Commissioners.

The commissioners initi-
ated the committee in July 
2018 after several residents 
brought concerns and com-
plaints about neighbors who 
had been shooting off fire-
works nearly nightly since 
early June. Now, the com-
missioners are consider-
ing an ordinance that could 
impose restrictions similar 
to those imposed within the 
limits of Boonville and New-
burgh.

Commiss ioner  Dan 
Saylor said the issue of 
fireworks has developed 
in recent years as the 
f i reworks  themselves 
have grown. Saylor said 
the ordinance would also 
seek to close the window 
in which residents can set 
of f fireworks to be more 

reasonable.
However, the commis-

sioners ultimately decided 
to table the ordinance and 
haven’t yet brought it back 
for a vote.

3-7-19
GENERATIONS 

OF SERVICE: INGAM 
RETIRES AFTER 

43 YEARS, O’BRYAN 
TO REPLACE HIM

Former Boonville Police 
Of ficer Wendell Ingram 
retired earlier this year after 
more than four decades of 
service.

Ingram, who served the 
department for 43 years 
before turning 73 in June, 
was honored with a retire-
ment banquet at Quail 
Crossing Golf Club earlier 
this year.

“We cannot be more 
proud and honored to have 
had him be our brother, 
mentor and friend,” the BPD 
posted to their Facebook 
page earlier this year. “Enjoy 
your retirement — we have 
the watch from here.”
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Thanks to all of mywonderful clients,
friends & family for an incredible 2018!

Happy New Year!
2019!


