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In 1868, research suggests a 

church was promised to the Afri-

can American community by 

George Selman. While Selman 

helped to establish the church, 

the land itself  was in his father-

in-law’s name. Deeds indicate 

Waters Briscoe sold a larger tract 

of  land to a trustee of  Zion Hill 

Colored Baptist Church in 1870. 

The land was sold to a “colored” 

man, and his name is noted on 

several deeds as Cyrus Briscoe. 

Cyrus in turn sold one-fourth of  

an acre to the Zion Hill Colored 

Baptist Church, as well as tracts 

to Violet and Duncan McCoy, 

Emma Murray and Etta 

Hawkins. (Emma Murray sold 

her tract to Etta Hawkins before 

she passed.) In 1870, a wooden 

structure was built next to the 

log cabin. The church changed 

its name to Zion Hill Colored 

Baptist Church. Church records 

indicate after a few months about 

20 people pulled away and formed 

the Tabernacle Baptist Church. 

Church records indicate that in 

1949, Zion Hill Church reunited 

with the Tabernacle Baptist 

Church under the name the First 

African Baptist Church. The 

church divided in 1953, and the 

First African Baptist Church and 

Tabernacle Baptist Church 

moved to new locations. (The 

Moore’s Ford lynching between 

Oconee and Walton counties in 

1946 may have had much in-

fluence on the move, and it is sig-

nificant to the Civil Rights 

Movement. Mae Murray Dorsey, 

a victim of  the lynching, is bu-

ried in the cemetery.) The ceme-

tery has remained virtually 

untouched since the move.  

The cemetery is located at a 

short walk to downtown Monroe. 

Boundary demarcations are indi-

cated by an asphalt parking lot 

for the surrounding offices, as 

well as the structure of  the old 

B&B Engine building. The ceme-

tery is landlocked. Zion Hill Cem-

etery remains distinguished 

because of  a mix of  traditional 

gravestones and rock markers. 

Etched markers include an Odd 

Fellows (three links stone), an 

acorns-and-oak-leaves stone, 

many ivy leaves stones, and 

others.  

The cultural landscape type is 

a combination of  a vernacular 

site, a historic site and an ethno-

graphic site. The site demon-

strates burial practices of  

African American people. The 

site is of  local historic value be-

cause the land once belonged to 

Briscoe and Selman, both signifi-

cant contributors to Walton 

County’s growth. Selman’s inter-

est in the religious care of  the 

Black citizens of  Monroe, Geor-
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T
 he last remaining evidence of  the Zion 

Hill Colored Baptist Church is its histo-

ric cemetery. ¶ Though often denied 

property rights, the cultural relationship 

developed with the land allow African 

Americans to retain a unique identity, a heritage. ¶ 

The Georgia Code § 36-72-1 protects such a heritage 

in a determined, fixed manner. The assurance is of  a 

final, finite resting place, and this is the Peace that is 

granted to all in Georgia. 

gia, is noted in his efforts to build 

the church. It is also significant 

to note the following: African 

American women are buried in 

the cemetery who owned several 

tracts of  land. Emma Murray 

was born in 1862. She purchased 

land adjacent to the church, and 

she purchased multiple tracts of  

land in Monroe, including sev-

eral tracts on the street now 

known as Alcovy Street. Easter 

Crew was born in 1861. She also 

purchased multiple tracts of  

land. In 1892 she borrowed $200 

from a Southern Home Building 

and Loan Association, initially 

making payments of  $1.20 a 

month, and increasing to $2 a 

month. A memorial stone placed 

recently for Mae Murray Dorsey, 

a victim of  the 1946 lynching, 

rests in a corner of  the property. 

Mae Murray Dorsey is a signifi-

cant presence, and a secondary 

period of  significance is estab-

lished because of  the event’s im-

pact on the Civil Rights 

Movement. 

 Historic preservationist Eliza-

beth Jones organized a steward-

ship group and created a 

Facebook page, “Friends of  Zion 

Hill Cemetery Monroe, Georgia,” 

in the spring of  2019. The Friends 

of  Zion Hill Cemetery project 

protects African American cul-

tural heritage, acting as an exam-

ple for other communities. In the 

past year, tasks included the re-

moval of  invasive plants from the 

site and the cleaning of  grave-

stones with D/2 biological solu-

tion.  

The group’s actions create a 

sustainable plan for the preserva-

tion of  African American cul-

tural history. The project is the 

winner of  the 2019 National 

Council for Preservation’s Com-

municating the Value of  Preser-

vation Grant, as well as the 

recipient of  the University of  

Georgia’s 2020 Communication of  

Research Grant. The project re-

cently received the 2020 National 

Council for Preservation’s Com-

municating the Value of  Preser-

vation Grant and the Historic 

Landscape Preservation Grant 

from the Garden Club of  Geor-

gia. Recently received funds will 

assist in a Ground Penetrating 

Radar survey to determine the lo-

cation and number of  graves in 

the cemetery. 

The project acts as a spring-

board to build the background in-

formation needed for a National 

Register nomination. The long-

term goal is to see the abandoned 

cemetery in the name of  the cer-

tified entity of  Monroe, under 

the Georgia Abandoned Ceme-

tery Law. The project unites the 

community of  Monroe through 

preservation and stewardship. 

What is D/2 

Biological Solution? 

D/2 biological solution is a 

biodegradable biocidal cleaner 

used to remove environmental 

soils from monuments. A near-

neutral pH is recommended 

when cleaning historic markers. 

Neutral is 7. On a scale of  0-14, 

D/2 biological solution has a pH 

of  9.5. The application of  D/2, fol-

lowed by scrubbing with a soft 

nylon brush, yields astonishing 

results. D/2 continues to work 

over a period of  months, so pa-

tience is important. (D/2 biolog-

ical solution is available through 

Atlas Preservation at https:// 

atlaspreservation.com.) 

What is ground- 

penetrating radar? 

Ground-penetrating radar uses 

radar pulses to map ground dis-

turbances or differences beneath 

the earth’s surface. GPR is an ex-

cellent tool for determining the 

probable location of  burials. 

A view of the Historic Zion Hill Cemetery.
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