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Walker Police in talks to have resource offi cer at WHA School

Hackensack Foundation accepting grant applications

Another foot of snow could result 

in a later Leech Lake ice-out date

Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign is
an important time to give to local food shelf

March is

Kindness Month

Laporte Food Shelf gets $1,000 donation
The collection and distribution of food by Minnesota food shelves is vital 
for those in need, as the number of families being served has increased dra-
matically over the last few years. Every dollar donated goes directly to food 
shelves to purchase food for those in need. For the 11th straight year the 
Bemidji Cooperative Association has given $1,000 to the Laporte Communi-
ty Food Shelf during Minnesota FoodShare Month. Last week Co-op Board 
Chair Ruth Grandy (left) presented food shelf Director Peggy Pierzina with 
the check for the March campaign that focuses on raising money and collect-
ing food for the families that come to the food shelf. Food shelves also earn a 
pro-rated share of state funds, with the share determined by the amount of 
money the Laporte Food Shelf raises as well as credit for food donations. Do-
nations to Laporte’s Food Shelf, located at Trinity Lutheran Church, can be 
sent to P.O. Box 69, Laporte, MN 56461. The food shelf is open every Tuesday 
from 6 to 7 p.m. Photo submitted

Here is the list of prizes donated by the 2023 
Leech Lake Ice-Out Contest sponsors.

Grand prize: Kayak and paddle, donated by 
Walker Bay Dock

Walker Area Realty — $100 in “Chamber Bucks”
Pilot-Independent — One-year gift subscription 
Norm’s Auto Body — Two $50 gift certifi cates
Walker American Legion — $30 gift certifi cate
Southside Fuel, Hackensack — $25 gift certifi cate
Tianna Country Club — Tumblers and Sweatshirt
Swanson’s Bait and Tackle, Hackensack — Ice 

fi shing rod/reel combo and Swanson’s Bait hat
Dairy Queen (Walker) — DQ ice cream cake
Chase on the Lake: $25 gift card
Walker Building Center: $50 gift card
American National Bank: $50 Reeds gift card; 

fi sh measuring stick
Thrivent Financial — Grill tools
Loney Sales and Service — Any helmet under 

$150
Mark’s Market, Hackensack — $20 gift card
Lakeside Fireplace — Fireside Basket
Bayside Bar and Grill — $25 gift card
Lakes Area Powersports — $25 gift certifi cate
Fevold Realty Group — Small cooler
First National Bank North — $50 VISA gift card
State Farm Insurance — Two cases of 12 golf 

balls and tees
Super One Foods — Three $25 gift cards
Wilkening Fireplace — Fireplace tool set (value 

$160)
Laporte Grocery — $50 gift certifi cate
The Artists and Antique Mall — Framed vintage 

Leech Lake map
Sponsors are located in Walker, unless otherwise 

noted. 

Ice-out prize list ... 

by Dean Morrill
Editor
dmorrill@pilotindepen-
dent.com

The Walker-Hackensack-
Akeley School Board and 
City of Walker are in dis-
cussion for the Police De-
partment to have a resource 
offi cer at the school for the 
2023-24 school year.

At the March 6 Walker 
Council meeting, the coun-
cil approved city staff to 
begin working with WHA 
School Administration on a 

contract agreement.
The cost for one offi cer 

for 182 days from Septem-
ber through May at $46.91 
per hour would be $68,301. 
The contract would include 
salary and fringe, squad car 
and equipment, squad car 
maintenance and fuel, and 
administrative costs.

Anything billed over 
1,456 hours during the 
school year will be billed at 
$58.85 per hour.

The council also recog-
nized $4,115 in donations 

in memory or Lois Orton 
to the Dale and Harriet 
Jones Walker Library for 
the month of February. The 
donation included $3,865 
from Orton Properties, and 
$100 each from Friends of 
Walker Library and Vil-
lage Square Pizza and Ice 
Cream. Susan Bohlender 
donated $300 to the Walker 
Police Department.

In other city business, the 
council:

Approved a $500 dona-
tion to the Cass County His-

torical Society.
Approved a $1,000 do-

nation request from Jeff 
Holly of the Walker Area 
Foundation for the July 4 
fi reworks.

Approved a temporary 
on-sale liquor license from 
Walker Rotary Club for July 
4 in the City Park.

Approved not waiving 
the statutory tort limits es-
tablished by State Statute.

Approved selecting reg-
ular premium option for the 
upcoming year’s Workers’ 
Compensation coverage for 
the city.

Approved a micro brew-
er’s license, wholesaler’s 
malt beverage license, brew 
pub off-sale and Sunday, 
and tap room on-sale and 

Sunday licenses for Portage 
Brewing Company LLC.

Approved a conditional 
use permit for the owners of 
NAPA to sell used cars once 
the other interim use permit 
has been paid for.

Approved the Planning 
Commission Board of Ad-
justments for city staff re-
searching fi rms to assist in 
updating ordinances, spe-
cifi cally Chapter 109 zon-
ing code.

Approved Hy-Tec Con-
structing Design Services 
proposal of $51,696 for 
completion of construction 
documents for construction 
of the new Dale and Harriet 
Jones Walker Library. This 
will take these documents 
to the blue print stage.

Approved transfer of 
$800,000 from general sav-
ings account to library capi-
tal projects account to cover 
Dale and Harriet Jones 
pledge agreement.

Approved Library Advi-
sory Board request to place 
donated American fl ag and 
pole at new library site.

Approved Spring Bike 
Fling on June 24 by the 
Leech Lake Area Chamber 
of Commerce in the lower 
city park from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Set-up will begin at 
8 a.m. and clean-up until 3 
p.m. for  about 100 partici-
pants and spectators.

Approved Leech Lake 

The Hackensack Lakes Area Commu-
nity Foundation (HLACF), a partner fund 
of the Initiative Foundation, is now accept-
ing grant applications for projects that will 
enhance the quality of life for individuals 
and families in the Hackensack and Back-
us areas.

Qualifying applicants must be a 501(c)
(3) nonprofi t organization, a school dis-
trict, or a local unit of government that 
serves the city of Hackensack or Backus 
or any of the nine surrounding townships: 
Birch, Deerfi eld, Hiram, Pine Lake, Ponto, 
Powers, Shingobee South, Turtle Lake 
South, and Woodrow.

Projects should meet one of the follow-

ing funding priorities: improve the quality 
and scope of educational programing to 
residents;  promote community develop-
ment and appearance; enrich the artistic 
and cultural climate; or increase and diver-
sify recreational activities.

An application can be found on the 
Hackensack Lakes Area Community 
Foundation website. The link is hacken-
sackfund.org. Select What We Do and then 
Grant Application. Select Start Application 
and follow the prompts. Download Grant 
Guidelines for additional information.

The deadline to apply is April 15. For 
questions about whether your project qual-
ifi es, email hlacf@ifound.org

During the month of 
March, Second Harvest 
North Central Food Bank 
will join together with 
their partner food shelves 
and participate in the state-
wide Minnesota FoodShare 
March Campaign by col-
lecting donations of money 
and food.

This collection will sup-
port local efforts to help 
feed people in need and 
reduce hunger in the local 
community.

When individuals, con-
gregations, businesses, 
schools or service clubs 
participate in the Minneso-
ta FoodShare March Cam-
paign, by donating to their 
local food shelf, their dona-
tion stays local but counts 
towards a statewide effort 

to help stock the shelves 
of every food shelf in the 
state. Food shelves will re-
ceive a proportionate match 
of donations, meaning that 
your donation will go even 
further for our neighbors 
facing hunger.

As we face the fallout of 
record-high infl ation, there 
are individuals and families 
struggling to make ends 
meet. Many will turn to 
their local food shelf to fi ll 
the gap during hard times.

Local food shelves need 
help from the community to 
ensure there is enough food 
for struggling children, se-
niors and working families 
like Amanda’s, who shares, 
“We were looking at a gro-
cery budget of maybe $30 a 

week for a family of four. A 
grocery budget of like $30 a 
week just isn’t going to get 
us what we need.” Every 
dollar received today will 
help your local food shelf 
reach its goal of providing 
food for thousands of meals 
for our neighbors.

Food shelves throughout 
north central Minnesota are 
able to effi ciently purchase 
food and stretch each dollar 
donated to fi ll even more 
shelves because of their 
partnership with Second 
Harvest North Central Food 
Bank. The Minnesota Food-
Share March Campaign 
gives people an opportunity 
to make a difference in the 
local community by acting 
before April 9.

by Gail DeBoer
Staff writer
gdeboer@pilotindependent.
com

Here we are, in Week 3 
of the 2023 Leech Lake 
Ice-Out Contest, digging 
out from yet another snow 
event, storm, blizzard.

Whatever you want to 
call it, I ended up with 10 
plus inches of it on my 
driveway. How about you?

You might think this 
would be enough to create a 
trend toward later, not ear-
lier dates among our dedi-
cated ice-out date guessers. 
Like mid-June, not mid-
April?

No way! We have an op-
timistic bunch out there. Af-
ter fi ling dozens of entries 
this morning, I’d say they 
were split about 50-50 be-
tween April dates and May 
dates.  And who’s to say 
the early ones might not be 
right? We could have a fl ash 
melt and end up wading 
around in slush! 

But who’s to say that 
was our last snow event, 
storm, blizzard, whatever of 
the winter/spring? Maybe 
there’s more to come. 

Cue the sound track from 
“Jaws”...

(Bite your tongue! This 
isn’t funny anymore!)

OK, OK, get a grip. Once 
again, here’s who can enter 
and how to enter. 

Everyone is eligible to 
enter for a chance to win 
prizes large and small, 
and we do mean everyone. 
Young and old; working 
and retired; conservatives 
and liberal; any and all 
genders, including gender-
fl uid; no residency, income 
or IQ requirements; and 
certainly no criminal back-
ground checks.

Send in your best 
guess(es) when Leech 
Lake’s ice will melt.  Just 

the date, not the hour of the 
day.  

This year the deadline for 
guesses is 11:59 p.m., just 
before midnight, on Satur-
day, April 1, 2023. And then 
we wait.

Entries can be hand-de-
livered at our offi ce, 408 
Minnesota Ave., Walker. 
But because the drop-dead-
line is Saturday, April 1, 
your last chance to do this 
will be Friday, March 31 at 
4 p.m. (we close early and 
we’re not open Saturdays.)

Guesses can be emailed 
to arrive at one of two com-
puters no later than April 1, 
11:59 p.m. Emails should go 
either to: gdeboer@pilotin-
dependent.com or dmor-
rill@pilotindependent.com.  
BUT NOT TO BOTH! That 
would mean both Dean and 
I would receive entries, not 
realizing that the other had 
a duplicate. Whether inten-
tional or accidental, double-
dipping could result in dis-
qualifi cations. 

It’s already happened 
once this year, but we weed-
ed out the duplicate.

Faxes are acceptable. 
The  Pilot’s fax number is 

(218) 547-3000, also no lat-
er than April 1, 11:59 p.m.

And then there’s good old 
snail-mail, also postmarked 
no later than April 1. Our 
address is Pilot-Indepen-
dent, PO Box 190, Walker, 
MN 56484

Here’s the info to send:
Your name
Mailing address
Email address
Phone number (land line, 

cell)
Date that the ice will go 

out. 
Once the ice starts to 

melt, we keep tabs on its 
progress by checking with 
government agencies, re-
sorts and businesses located 
around Leech Lake. When 
the last ice fl oes have disap-
peared, we call the date.

By random drawing, we 
choose the Grand Prize 
Winner of the kayak and 
paddle, donated by Walker 
Bay Dock, then draw and 
award prizes to the other 
correct guessers.

This year, if my math is 
correct, we have a total of 
31 prizes. Even if you don’t 
win the kayak and paddle, 
there’s some great stuff.

Walker Council
Continued on page 5A
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