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Easter 
April 4, 2021

FOCUS ON GREEN-

WOOD - Next meeting 
will be at noon on April 
21st at  Ed Wilkinson Pa-
vilion in Bell Park.

TAX FILING DEAD-

LINE - Both state and 
federal tax filing dead-
lines have been extended 
from April 15 to May 17, 
2021 without penalties 
and interest regardless of 
the amount owed.

FORT SMITH IN-

TERNATIONAL FILM 

FESTIVAL: April 2 is 
the NEXT Deadline to 
Submit your Film for 
the Fort Smith Inter-
national Film Festival: 
Narrative or Documen-
tary Feature, Short Film, 
Animation, or Music 
Video. Their Special-
ty Categories  include 
People of Color or In-
digenous Filmmakers or 
Subjects.

Arvest Bank pre-
sented the River Val-
ley Film Society with a 
$10,000 charitable gift 
for the inaugural Fort 
Smith International 
Film Festival on Thurs-
day, March 25, 2021 at 
the Bakery District. 
Arvest’s sponsorship 
supports the festival 
and additional year-
round programs that 
are designed to enrich 
the artistic and profes-
sional lives of the River 
Valley’s young profes-
sionals. Student out-
reach is underway in 
conjuncture with the 
Peak Innovation Cen-
ter and the Fort Smith 
Public School District 
by coordinating  with 
teachers to get the stu-
dents involved from 
the classroom.  

“This festival is a 
rich opportunity for 
high school students in 
our region to showcase 
their work, allowing an  
international audience 

a unique view into the 
Fort Smith region. We 
are excited for these 
student voices to be 
heard,”  said Dr. Udouj, 
Director of Career Ed-
ucation and District 
Innovation for Fort 
Smith Public Schools. 

River Valley High 
School students can 
win scholarship awards 
sponsored by the Uni-
versity of Arkansas 
– Fort Smith Foun-
dation; $2,000 for 1st 
place, $1,000 for 2nd 
place, and $500 for 3rd 
place. This scholarship 
award is redeemable  
upon the student’s en-
try at UAFS. Students 
are also eligible to win 
cash prizes redeem-
able upon winning 
that are  sponsored by 
Arvest Bank; $750 for 
1st place, $500 for 2nd 
place, and $250 for 3rd 
place.  

“Arvest Bank is 
proud to sponsor the 
Festival and in doing 

so, provide profession-
al pathways for our 
young people to  ex-
plore thanks to the de-
velopment underway 
with Peak Innovation 
Center, Fort Smith 
Public Schools, and 
UAFS.  Our goal is to 
prepare all students for 
the workforce. Wheth-
er they go into film, 
marketing, communi-
cations, or  something 
different, the skills they 
will learn by participat-

ing in this festival and 
year-round programs 
will help prepare  these 
young professionals 
for successful careers,” 
said Roger Holroyd, 
President and CEO of 
Arvest Bank.  

With Arvest’s Pre-
senting Sponsor in-
vestment into the Fort 
Smith International 
Film Festival, the Riv-
er Valley Film  Soci-
ety will develop year-
round programs that 

fulfill the nonprofit’s 
mission. Programs in-
clude Film Literacy, 
48-hour  Film Compe-
titions, and Corporate 
Commercial Com-
petitions. Each is de-
signed to expand upon 
creative expression  
through film while 
cultivating profession-
al skills that will en-
rich the students pro-
fessionally while they 
contribute to  the local 
economy.  

Year-round activi-
ties in addition to the 
festival will begin this 
summer. 

The inaugural Fort 
Smith International 
Film  Festival will take 
place on August 13 & 
14, 2021 at the Bakery 
District, 906 Cocktail 
and Cigar Lounge, 5 
Star  Productions, and 
the Majestic. Film-
makers can submit 
their films at FilmFree-
way.com.

Arvest Bank and PEAK Innovation Center Partner 
with the  Fort Smith International Film Festival 

to Enrich Professional Development

NEWS 
BRIEFS

Arkansas Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson announced 
to the legislative council 
Monday morning that 
he will not be extending 
the state’s mask mandate 
when it expires on March 
31, 2021. Hutchinson is-
sued the mask mandate 
in July 2020. It required 
adults to wear masks 
in all indoor areas with 
non-household mem-
bers present if it can’t be 
assured people will stay 
6 feet or more away from 
each other. Masks will no 
longer be required state-
wide starting at mid-
night on April 1. Once 

the state requirements 
end, Hutchinson stated 
last week that local cities 
would not able to enforce 
their own mask man-
dates; however, it would 
be at the discretion of 
each school district to 
implement their own 
mandate.  Private busi-
nesses can still require 
customers to wear a face 
mask on their property 
in Arkansas. The federal 
mask mandate will still 
supersede state and lo-
cal rules. The governor’s 
announcement came on 
the same day national 
health experts advised 

elected officials not to 
ease up on restrictions.  
Dr. Anthony Fauci stated  
“we are doing things pre-
maturely,” and numerous 
states have reported a 
rise in COVID-19 cas-
es during the month of 
March.

The end of the mask 
mandate was prompted 
by Arkansas’ numbers of 
hospitalizations and new 
cases falling below the 
criteria.

Also Monday morn-
ing, lawmakers reject-
ed an effort to end the 
emergency declared in 
the state and Hutchinson 

will be allowed to keep 
his emergency powers 
for an additional two 
months with the 60-day 
extension.

Arkansas currently 
has 16.43% of its resi-
dents fully vaccinated, 
13.5% within the Arkan-
sas River Valley. 

In its Monday update, 
the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Health report-
ed 79 new cases; 1,773 
active cases; 164 hospi-
talized, which is down 
7 from Sunday; 28 on 
ventilators, which is up 
1 from Sunday; deaths 
added today, 6, for a to-

tal of 5,601; a total of 
330,008 cases; 253,402 
recoveries; PCR tests, 
1,581; antigen tests, 245.

Governor Hutchin-
son released the follow-
ing statement on today’s 
COVID-19 numbers:

“Our decline in active 
cases continues today. 
There are almost 2,500 
fewer active cases than 
the report on March 1 of 
this year. There are also 
over 275 fewer hospital-
izations than March 1. 
We continue to fight back 
against the virus, and the 
vaccine is our best tool,” 
stated Hutchinson.
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Arkansas Mask Mandate to expire March 31st


