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Arkansas on Mon-
day, August 2, report-
ed 1,220 COVID-19 
related hospitaliza-
tions, its highest-ever 
one day jump since 
the pandemic began. 
The number of pa-
tients on ventilators 
increased by 15 to 250. 
The number of hospi-
talizations increased 
by 81 to 1,220. That’s 
the most hospitaliza-
tions since Jan. 19. The 
state’s highest number 
of hospitalizations was 
recorded in January at 
1,371.

“Today’s increase 
in hospitalizations is 
the highest increase 
we have seen since the 
beginning of the pan-

demic. We continue 
to see nearly all hospi-
talizations among the 
unvaccinated,” Arkan-
sas Gov. Asa Hutchin-
son stated on social 
media on Monday. 
“Do your part to help. 
Hospitals are full and 
the only remedy is for 
more Arkansans to be 
vaccinated.” 

“The vaccine num-
bers are up from last 
week. If you have con-
cerns about the vac-
cine, please speak with 
those you trust to get 
the facts. The vaccine 
is saving lives,” shared 
Hutchinson to Arkan-
sans. Only 37 of the 
state’s 1,170 intensive 
care beds were avail-

able Monday.
On Monday, the 

state reported 42 
deaths and 844 new 
cases with 6,199 peo-
ple having died due to 
COVID-19 in total in 
Arkansas.

Last week, Hutchin-
son asked the state 
legislature to roll back 
its ban on allowing lo-
cal governments from 
enacting mask man-
dates, asking that pub-
lic schools be allowed 
to make that decision 
themselves.

“This is not a de-
bate about mask man-
dates for those that 
can make their own 
decisions and have 
the means to get vac-

cinated,” Hutchinson 
said. “This is a discus-
sion about the school 
environment where 
schools can make 
decisions about the 
public health for their 
school environment 
and the children they 
have responsibility to 
protect.” 

In the state, active 
cases have decreased 
by 816 to 18,922.

At the time of press, 
Sebastian County had 
37 active cases be-
tween the dates of July 
20 and August 2, 2021.

 For additional infor-
mation on active cases 
and vaccination rates, 
visit www.healthy.arkan-
sas.gov.

Arkansas reported highest ever one-day jump 
in hospitalizations since the pandemic began

Community mourns lost of 
local historian, Gary Floyd Blythe

Citizens of Wal-
dron and Scott Coun-
ty are mourning the 
recent loss of Gary 
Floyd Blythe, a pillar 
of the community who 
has provided a wealth 
of Waldron and Scott 
County history for 
decades. Gary and his 
wife Shirley welcomed 
children, county res-
idents and visitors 
from afar into their 
Museum known as 
“Blythe’s Scott Coun-
ty Museum.” The mu-
seum represented the 
life-long collecting of 

all things historical by 
Blythe.   Gary started 
picking up arrowheads 
at about three years of 
age while accompany-
ing his parents as they 
fished the area’s lakes 
and streams.   After a 
few years of using the 
arrowheads he found 
as skipping stones on 
the water, he decided 
to start keeping them. 
During our last en-
counter, Gary shared 
he had more than 
25,000 arrowheads. 
As children visit the 
museum, most will 

leave with an arrow-
head in hand as a sim-
ple reminder of Scott 
County history and 
their visit with Gary 
at the museum. When 
Gary was about eleven 
his mother got tired 
of cleaning around 
Gary’s collection so 
his parents arranged 
for a Mr. Philson to 
build the first small 
one room museum 
in 1951.   The original 
museum was com-
plete with glass cas-
es and the building is 
still standing on the 

Blythe property. Over 
the years, Gary added 
Native American arti-
facts to his collections 
as well as historic Scott 
County photos, an-
tique weapons, histor-
ic Waldron items and 
coins. Gary collected 
many coins through-
out the years.   Some 
are old US coins and 
some are from around 
the world.   Gary’s six 
years of military ser-
vice took him around 
the world where he 
Blythe continued
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THE SCOTT COUNTY MUSEUM OF HISTORY is 
now accepting donations by mail and direct de-
posit. For those who prefer a tax receipt please 
send a check to PO Box 1825, Waldron, AR 72958. 
Anonymous donations may be made at Communi-
ty National Bank in Waldron.

Scott County Deputy James Beverly graduated 
from the Arkansas Law Enforcement 
Training Acad- emy on July 30, 
2021.

B e v e r l y was a mem-
ber of the A L E T A 
C l a s s 2021-B.

C o n - g ratu la-
tions to D e p u t y 
B e v e r l y. “We look 
f o r w a r d in having 
him back and put-
ting him to work,” 
shared the Scott Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Department.

Deputy Beverly graduates 
from ALETA
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