August is Natioanl

Breastfeeding
Month

http://www.usbreastfeeding.org/nbm

COVERING GREENWOOD and SOUTH SEBASTIAN COUNTY
Mansfield, AR 72944

Phone: 479-394-1900 Wednesday, July 29, 2020

Returning to On-Site
Procedures and
Protocols at Mansﬁeld
Public Schools

GREENWOOD PUBLIC SCHOOL District Leadership teams met last week to complete school re-entry
plans. Watch for updates in the upcoming editions of The Citizen.

Governor Hutchinson Announces
$10 Million For Wi-Fi Access Devices
for Arkansas Schools
Governor
Asa
Hutchinson announced
today the Arkansas Department of Education
(ADE) has signed agreements with AT&T and
T-Mobile to purchase
Wi-Fi access points and
data plans at a reduced
cost for every school district in the state.
Students will receive
the devices and internet
access at no cost. ADE
will fund the project
with $10 million from
the Governor’s Emergency Education Relief
(GEER) Fund, provided through the federal
CARES Act program.
ADE will purchase as
many as 20,000 devices.
ADE will allocate the
devices to each school
district based on enrollment. The school districts will distribute the
devices based on need
within the community.
“As the coronavirus
pandemic has forced us
to adjust our methods
of teaching, we have become even more aware
of the need for virtual
education as an option,”
Governor Hutchinson
said. “This project expands our reach and
narrows the gap between those who have
access to high-speed
broadband and those
who do not. This is especially important for our
rural communities and
for families who otherwise might not be able to

afford this vital access.
This project opens new
opportunities for our
educators, parents, and
students.”
The agreement with
AT&T and T-Mobile
guarantees high-speed
internet with unlimited
data for two years for
about $20 per month
per device.
The providers have
also agreed to allow districts to purchase additional devices and data
at the same rate as the
state plan.
Access to the internet
is “critical to education,”
Secretary of Education
Johnny Key said.
“Providing Wi-Fi access points to students
will allow for a seamless
transition between onsite and offsite instruction as needed,” Secretary Key said. “This
will support continued
learning and allow for
greater flexibility.”
Sally Bennett, superintendent of the Rivercrest School District,
praised the program as a
“game changer.”
“The digital divide is
real and it is deep. This
is monumental. It’s truly
going to make a difference for equity in access
in our communities,”
Superintendent Bennett
said. “We have an avenue now to fully serve
our students, whether
they are onsite, as we
hope, or if we have to

pivot to offsite.”
The program is a
joint project of ADE, the
Arkansas State Broad-

ARKANSAS
TAX FREE
HOLIDAY
THIS
WEEKEND
Beginning at 12:01
a.m. on Saturday August 1, 2020, and ending at 11:59 p.m. on
Sunday August 2, 2020,
the State of Arkansas will hold its sales
tax holiday allowing
shoppers the opportunity to purchase certain School Supplies,
School Art Supplies,
School Instructional
Materials, and clothing
free of state and local
sales or use tax.
All retailers are required to participate
and may not charge tax
on items that are legally tax-exempt during
the Sales Tax Holiday.

Based on the guidance
mentioned before, the
Mansfield School District
(MSD) is making plans
to implement the following procedures. Please
understand the MSD
procedures for each of
these major topics could/
will change based upon
new or updated guidance
from DESE and ADH.
Face Coverings: Currently, the Center for
Disease Control (CDC)

is recommending all
people 2 years of age
and older wear a cloth
face covering. MSD will
follow the CDC guidelines that recommend
all adults and students K
through 12 be required
to wear a face covering
which covers the nose
and mouth when social
distancing measures aren’t possible. All students
MPS continued
on page 8

Tiger twins born
on different days
The first of fraternal
twin sisters arrived with
little complication at
11:36 PM. The second inadvertently flipped in the
wrong direction making
it much more difficult to
meet the world. Anxious
moments persisted before the younger sibling
would join big sister.
By stopwatch, the
two births were 1 hour
and 39 minutes apart. By
calendar, it was the next
day. Official birth time
of baby number two was
1:15 AM.
Sixteen years have
passed since that frightening yet wonderful two
days in late June brought
Mansfield Tiger cross
country runners Faith
and Hope Rainwater into
the world. Faith, the oldest, accepts the mantle
of big sister with pride.
Hope, technically the
youngest by a day, settles

into her role quite nicely
as well. Together the two
fit perfectly into the plans
of Mansfield long distance runners.
“I remember when
they came into junior
high a few years ago,”
Mansfield cross country
coach John Mackey explained. “I was checking
birthdays for AAA eligibility and thought there
was a clerical mistake.
They said they were twins
but their birth dates were
different.”
As it turned out,
Mackey was not the first
to assume the two Lady
Tigers were born on the
same day. A common
misperception
given
twins are most commonly born within the same
24 hour period.
“When you think
about it, it’s pretty cool,”
the coach insisted. “It’s a
fascinating story about

two terrific talents.”
When asked if Faith
plays the part of the big
sister well, Hope responded with an unexpected comparison.
“She more or less
mothers me,” Hope admitted with a sheepish
grin. “She wakes me up,
fixes my food, and does
my hair. Pretty much
anything a mother would
do, she does it.”
Mackey admits he sees
the motherly instinct in
the older of the two siblings. Not just in regard to
the relationship between
sisters but with the team
as well.
“Faith is a natural
born leader,” the coach
expressed. “She doesn’t
mind being in charge. I
put a lot on her shoulders
as far as team responsibilities. I guess she got that
TWINS continued
on page 7

Twin sisters Faith and Hope Rainwater
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