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The Scott County 
Fair Pageant took place 
this past weekend 
at the Waldon High 
School Commons 
and Summer Imperi-
ali has been named as 
the 2021 Scott Coun-

ty Jr. Fair Queen. 
Acting as emcee was 
former Scott Coun-
ty Fair Queen Jeana 
Lovett. Lovett wore 
her crown for the last 
time during Saturday 
evening’s event. Due 

to COVID-19 restric-
tions in 2020, Lovett 
served another year as 
queen since a pageant 
was not held. Contes-
tants ages 0-13 and 
Scott County residents 
between the ages of 

14-23 were eligible for 
the competition. Teen 
and Queen contestants 
had the opportunity 
to received more than 
$2,000 worth of prizes 
and scholarship from 
local sponsors. This 

year’s Scott County 
Fair Royaly consists 
of Baby Miss- Kindra 
Dedmon, Little Miss- 
Reagan Cupit, Little 
Mister- Liam Mil-
lard, Petite Miss- Brie 
Henderson, Jr. Miss- 

Addison Keaton and 
Teen- Summer Impe-
riali. Congratulations 
to each member of this 
year’s Scott County 
Fair Royalty Court! 

Photos by Scott 
County Fair Pageant.

PICTURED ARE THE 2021 SCOTT COUNTY FAIR PAGEANT royalty winners: Baby Miss- Kindra Dedmon (not pictured), Little Miss- Reagan Cupit, Little Mister- Liam Millard, Petite Miss- 

Brie Henderson, Jr. Miss- Addison Keaton and Teen- Summer Imperiali (picturd left).

Imperiali named as Scott County Jr. Fair Queen

Three seasons 
ago, Mansfield cross 
country runner  Dar-
by Jones took an en-
tire season to score a 
medal. At the time, 
most of her freshmen 
teammates had moved 
up to the senior high 
squad for the last race 
of the year. That left a 
few extra medals up 
for grabs in the final 
junior high race of the 
season and Jones was 
elated to get the last 
one offered.

Fast forward to this 
past Tuesday after-
noon. That same little 

kid that could barely 
run a half mile at her 
first ever cross country 
practice, was standing 
center stage in the 
winner’s circle at the 
Perryville Mustang In-
vitational. 

Jones took that tiny 
moment of freshman 
motivation and turned 
it into high hopes for 
the future. Steadfast 
across the landscape 
of the past few sea-
sons, Jones ascended 
in pace and perfor-
mance. On the final 
day of August, 2021 
the long and lanky 

senior finally broke 
loose for her first ever 
cross country individ-
ual victory.

Jones beat all run-
ners in the 55 person 
senior girls division. 
Her winning time of 
10:04.2 was 9.2 sec-
onds faster than the 
nearest competitor. 
The win led to a wealth 
of Lady Tiger finishers 
who posted four play-
ers inside the Top Ten 
for the team champi-
onship as well.

“Darby has been 
building for this mo-
ment for a long time,” 

stated Mansfield men-
tor John Mackey. “Her 
training schedule this 
summer has been in-
credible. Her running 
form and pace have 
caught up to her dedi-
cation and determina-
tion. She deserved the 
win and we are all so 
excited for her accom-
plishment.”

As a team, Mans-
field’s senior girls to-
taled 28 points for first 
place. Joe T. Robinson 
cruised into second 
with 48 points while 

Tigers continued

on page 8

Jones headlines win as Tigers dominate

MANSFIELD’S DARBY JONES nears the finish line at the 
Perryville Mustang Invitational cross country meet. The 

Lady Tiger senior won the event as her teammates support-

ed with the team victory as well.

Arkansas’ death toll 
from COVID-19 topped 
7,000 on last Thursday as 
the numbers of covid-19 
patients in the state’s 
hospitals and on venti-
lators both fell. At press 
time today, the death 
toll, as tracked by the 
Arkansas Department 
of Health, has rose to 
7,070 with an additional 
13 deaths recorded on 
Monday evening, Sept. 
6, 2021.

“Today we have 
reached another grave 

milestone,” Governor 
Asa Hutchinson said 
in a tweet last week. 
“COVID-19 has taken 
the lives of over 7,000 
Arkansans. My heart 
goes out to every family 
& friend who has lost a 
loved one to this virus, 
and it’s a somber re-
minder that we must all 
fight this virus together 
to save lives.”

On Monday’s daily 
count/report, the num-
ber of cases rose by 937, 
with a total of 21,675 ac-

tive cases in Arkansas.
The number of people 

hospitalized in the state 
with COVID-19 fell by 3 
on Sunday to 1,220.

The number of Ar-
kansas COVID-19 pa-
tients who were on ven-
tilators was 320, down 
17 from Sunday.

Covid-19 patients 
made up about 48% of 
the patients in intensive 
care as of Thursday, up 
from 47% a day earlier.

Arkansas’ deaths 
from COVID-19 passed 

the 7,000 mark 45 days 
after just topping 6,000 
in July.

Arkansas’ first virus 
deaths were reported on 
March 24, 2020, less than 
two weeks after the first 
patient in the state tested 
positive. It took the state 
nearly six months to sur-
pass 1,000 deaths after 
the pandemic reached 
Arkansas, and it took 
almost six months for 
deaths to rise from 5,000 
to 6,000 in 2021.

As time of press, 

Sebastian County has 
1,403 total cases be-
tween August 24 - Sep-
tember 6, 2021. 

For a more detailed 
report and summary of 
the county, please visit 
the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Health website 
at www.healthy.arkan-
sas.gov.

To help protect your-
self and others, the ADH 
recommends receiving 
the vaccine, wash hands 
often with soap for at 
least 30 seconds, using 

hand sanitizer when 
soap and water is not 
available and socially 
distancing at least 6 feet 
between you and others.

It is also recommend-
ed to wear a face-cover-
ing in all indoor public 
settings in areas of sub-
stantial or high trans-
mission, whether you 
are vaccinated or not 
vaccinated. 

All areas of Arkansas 
currently have substan-
tial or high transmis-
sion.

COVID-19 deaths in Arkansas topped 7,000 last week
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