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The Arkansas De-
partment of Health’s 
Local Health Units 
across the state will offer 
COVID-19 testing be-
ginning Monday.

Testing is encouraged 
for all individuals who 
believe they have had 
contact with or been ex-
posed to a positive case 
as well as anyone who is 
experiencing symptoms 
of COVID-19, such as 
fever, cough or short-
ness of breath. Tests 
will also be offered to 
anyone with or without 

symptoms who lives 
in or has traveled to an 
area experiencing active 
transmission. 

 Those seeking a test 
should confirm that 
the health unit is open 
and call ahead for an 
appointment so that 
staff can prepare and 
ensure safe spacing be-
tween patients. A list of 
health units is available 
at healthy.arkansas.gov/
health-units.

Patients will be di-
rected to self-collect 
specimens outside of 

the unit using a provid-
ed nasal swab and con-
tainer. The specimens 
will then be sent to 
the state Public Health 
Laboratory. Results are 
typically made available 
within 48 to 72 hours, 
though it can take up to 
a week. Positive patients 
will be notified as soon 
as a result is available.

There is no out-of-
pocket cost for the tests, 
but insurance may be 
billed for patients who 

have it.  

Local Health Units offer 
COVID-19 testing

Arkansas Governor 
Asa Hutchinson gave 
his COVID-19 update 
on the state’s response 
to the coronavirus pan-
demic in Forrest City 
on Monday, May 18. 
Hutchinson was joined 
by Secretary of Health 
Dr. Nate Smith.  In 
opening comments 
Hutchinson stated that 
550 tests were given in 
Forrest City, which is 
the more extensive test-
ing done within a single 
city. The Governor said 
they do not yet have 
all results from the 550 
tested, but they do have 
290 and only 24 were 
positive.

At press deadline, 

there was a total of 4,813 
positive cumulative 
COVID-19 cases in the 
state of Arkansas from a 
total of 87,614 who have 
been tested. There have 
been 1,068 active cases, 
3,645 recoveries and 100 
deaths in the state.

In the last 24-hours, 
2329 tests were com-
pleted with a statewide 
positive rate of 2.8% 
and have 77 have been 
hospitalized. Hutchin-
son reported the aver-
age of cases per week is 
58. There is currently an 
uptick in hospitalization 
with an increase of 12 
from Sunday to Mon-
day, but Hutchinson 
shared that the num-

bers are “well below the 
peak.”

During the confer-
ence, Hutchinson an-
nounced that restaurant 
bars can reopen on May 
19 and free-standing or 
stand-alone bars can 
reopen May 26. Specif-
ic guidelines from the 
Arkansas Department 
of Health are forth-
coming. Dr. Smith said 
that bar directives will 
be similar to directives 
for restaurants. All bars 
are licensed and will be 
expected to follow the 
guidelines. “As we move 
forward, they will con-
tinue to have distancing, 
etc. in their guidance, 
but will depend more 

and more on people tak-
ing individual action to 
protect themselves and 
their families. The state 
will be focusing more 
on testing and contact 
tracing and less on reg-
ulatory mandates,” ex-
plained Smith.

Over the weekend, 
Arkansas officials an-
nounced the Arkansas 
Pandemic Unemploy-
ment Assistance website 
experienced a security 
breach Friday. The Gov-
ernor said he learned 
about it from his office 
staff and they took ac-
tion. But the site had 
been taken down by 
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Arkansas continues to re-open for 

business amid the COVID-19 pandemic

The Scott County Ro-
deo Club will be hosting 
the CRRA Scott County 
Rodeo on June 5 and 6 in 
Waldron. 

The annual Rodeo Pa-
rade will be held on Main 
Street beginning at 4 p.m. 
on Saturday, June 6.

Admission for ages 12 
and up is $8 per person; 
ages 5-11, $5; and free 
for children ages six and 
under. 

Mutton Bustin will 
take place each evening 
at 7 p.m.

Negative Coggins re-
quired on all horses at 
the event. 

Annual 

Scott County

Rodeo 

LET”S RODEO - The annual Scott County Rodeo 

will take place in Waldron the first weekend in June. 
Leading up to the event, the Scott County Rodeo 

Club is having a cowboy and cowgirl photos con-

test decided by the public on their Facebook page. 
Photos may be submitted on the Scott County Ro-

deo Club’s page until May 22. Winners will be an-

nounced on June 2, 2020. Open to all ages.

AREA FLOODING - U.S. Highway 71 in southern 
Scott County temporarily shut down during the 
evening on Saturday, May 16 due to a weather sys-

tem which brought in rain totals between three and 
seven inches during the two-day event.  The inter-
section of U.S. Hwy 71 and U.S. 270 in Y-City was 
closed due to high water as well as the Scott and 
Polk County line. Motorists had to use caution as 
debris littered the higways from the flooding.  Area 
campsites were also flooded as seen above. (Photo 
by Ray Hines)

WALDRON HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2020 GRADUATES were recognized during a drive-by parade during the evening of Friday, May 15. Graduat-
ing seniors lined Main Street as community members lined the street with their vehicles to wave and shout out accolades for each of the graduates. 
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