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First impressions go 
a long ways. With only a 
few opportunities to solid-
ify their status, it was five 
Mansfield runners that 
reached All-Star level.

Four freshmen and one 
foreign exchange student 
off the Mansfield cross 
country roster meet the 
standards laid out by Mag-
azine head coach Ran-
dy Bryan. Bryan heads a 
committee of River Valley 
coaches that offer insight 
into the top runners in the 
regional area.

Led by All-State selec-
tion Faith Rainwater, the 
Tigers earned a total of 
five spots on the presti-
gious All-Star list. Joining 
her from the MHS roster 
were McKenzie Griffin 
and Shelby Cole for the se-
nior girls team with Ethan 
Chapman and Artem Zirka 
for the senior boys list.

The River Valley All-
Star squad is a yearly 
manifest of the top 15 girl 
and top 15 boy cross coun-
try runners from this cen-
tral west part of the state. 
Membership stretches 
across AAA classifications 
lines from as far south as 
Caddo Hills and as far east 
as Russellville.

To make the initial list 
for consideration, girl run-
ners must reach the 24 
minute barrier for a 5K 
run. Boys must produce 
a mark under 20 minutes 
for the same distance. 
Once that floating stan-
dard, which is determined 
year to year, is established, 
the next cut reflects the 
top 15 times.

Rainwater, Griffin, 
Cole, and Chapman all Ti-
ger freshmen only had the 
post season to meet the 
standards. As junior high 

competitors for most of 
the season, the four Mans-
field long distance runners 
only had the conference 
championship, regionals, 
and state to race the 5K 
distance.

Rainwater knocked it 
out of the park on her first 
try and continued to gain 
momentum with increas-
ingly faster times through-
out the post season. Her 
fastest mark was a top 12 
performance of 23:03.3 at 
the AAA State Champion-
ships in Hot Springs. 

The Lady Tiger All-Star 
performer also achieved 
All-District, All-Region, 
and All-State status once 
she moved up to the se-
nior high team this past 
season.

Cole clocked in at 
23:57.00 at the Tom 
Stuthard Top 25 South-
west Regional in Acorn to 

earn her invite to the All-
Star list. Griffin squeaked 
onto the RV All-Star roster 
by a narrow margin with 
a top 15 time of 24:06.8 
also accomplished at the 
regional site.

Chapman and Zirka 
also found the flat course 
of Acorn to their liking. 
Each set personal records 
at the regional run to earn 
the River Valley distinc-
tion. Chapman produced a 
5K mark of 19:08.5. Zirka 
went 19:43.0.

Each of the All-Stars 
from the River Valley re-
gion will receive a medal 
and an All-Star uniform 
for their accomplishment. 

The actual race that 
was schedule for Novem-
ber 10 was canceled due to 
extreme cold and very wet 
conditions.
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Annual Christmas 
Parade for Mansfield 
and Huntington will take 
place on December 1 at 2 
p.m. in downtown Mans-
field.

The 2018 parade theme 
decided by the Mans-
field- Huntington Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
is There’s No Place Like 
Home.

Scott County is in 
desperate need of volun-
teers to drive the Veterans 
Van to transport Veterans 
to Fayetteville, if inter-
ested please contact the 
Veterans Service Office lo-
cated in the Scott County 
Courthouse.  Office hours 
are:  Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday from 8:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  For 
questions please call the 
VSO at 479-637-3427.

Scott County Christ-
mas Market will be Sat-
urday, Dec. 1 from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at the Scott 
County Fair Grounds (165 
Mill St., Waldron, AR). 
Local vendors will be sell-
ing handmade crafts and 
treasures. Christmas shop 
inside with us! Booths 
available for only $20. For 
more information or to 
reserve a booth call Mis-
sy Williams at 479-207-
2987.

VETERANS WALK 
IN SOLIDARITY an-
nounced that Veterans 
Walk in Solidarity will 
come to Waldron, Arkan-
sas, December 1, 2018, 1 
p.m. – 7 p.m. for a mas-
sive Walk in Solidarity 
and support for fellow 
veteran Fred Potter,

Fred Potter is a 88 year 
old Korean War Veteran 
who served in the Army 
and Marines.

1 p.m.: Veterans Walk 
in Solidarity – Star of 
Love & Hope, Saturday, 
December 1, 2018, Wal-
dron High School Audi-
torium, 1560 W 6th St, 
Waldron, AR 72958. A 
program of special guest 
speakers and awards from 
Governor Asa Hutchin-
son and Secretary of State 
Mark Martin.

2 p.m.: Solidarity Walk 
will begin at 2 pm from 
the Waldron High School 
and finish in downtown 
Waldron.

6 p.m.: Christmas Pa-
rade. Veterans Walk in 
Solidarity will participate 
in the City of Waldron 
Christmas parade, “Kin-
dling the Love of Christ-
mas”.
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Human
error 

cited for 
missing 
ballots
After a public meet-

ing held at the Scott 

County Courthouse on 

Tuesday, Nov. 13, it 
was noted by the Scott 

County Election Com-

mission that human 

error was the cause of 

an inaccurate ballot 

tally a week after the 

2018 General Election.

According to sourc-

es, the error occured 

during the shutdown 

of three polling sites: 

Hickman Rural East, 

Mill Creek, and Mount 

Pleasant. 

According to Ron-

nie Powell with the 

Scott County Election 

Committee, the master 

Personalized Electron-

ic Ballot (PEB) was 

recalculated on the 

morning of Nov. 13. 
During the shutdown,  

the three sites  closed 

with the activator PEB 
which registered as 

zero votes. “It’s just a 
manner of transfer-

ring the data from the 

polling sites,” shared 

Powell. 

He continued, “It 
has been a learning 

process and we will 

have to continue to 
gain the confidence in 
our voters. The ma-

chines are good, we just 

need our poll workers 

properly trained and 

be able to correct all is-

sues we encounter. We 

appreciate the voters 
of Scott County.”

Errors were not de-

tected until the verfi-

cation and certification 
process of the election. 

They were found by 

Scott County Circuit 

Clerk, Barbara White-

ley, who immediately 

contacted the Arkan-

sas Secretary of State’s 

office for resolution.

Sheriff Kevin Nickson was sworn in Monday, Nov. 19 
as the Interim Sheriff by circuit judge, Stephen Tabor, 
for Sebastian County.

Nickson, a Louisiana native, began his law enforce-
ment career with the Fort Smith Police Departmart in 
1988 as a dispatcher. From there, Nickson became a re-
serve deputy, and realized that law enforcment was his 
niche.   In 1990, Nickson moved to the Sebastian County 
Sheriff’s Department and has continued advancement 
since that time. Nickson has served as detective, corpo-
ral, sergeant, lead investigator and Chief of Detectives.

Nickson will serve as sheriff until Sherirr-Elect Hobe 
Runion takes office January 1, 2019. Nickson will then 
serve as Chief Deputy to Runion.

Nickson serves as 
new sheriff in town

Among the Mansfield senior high roster, Shelby Cole (3rd from left), Faith Rainwater (4th from left), and McKenzie 
Griffin (3rd from right) earned River Valley All-Star status.

Among the senior high roster from Mansfield, cross country runners Ethan Chapman (far left) and Artem Zirka (3rd 
from left) qualified as River Valley All-Stars.

Five Mansfield runners reach RV All-Star list
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