
CMYK

COVERING GREENWOOD and SOUTH SEBASTIAN COUNTY
Mansfield, AR 72944       Phone: 479-394-1900    Wednesday,  May 20, 2020

Community honors 
2020 Greenwood High 
School Graduates by 

lighting up the sky
At the age of 17, Tan-

ya Taylor enlisted into 
the United States Army 
R e -
s e r v e 
a n d 
served 
as an 
Oper-
a t i n g 
Ro om 
Te c h -
nician 
for the 
1 2 9 t h 
E v a c -
uation 
H o s -
p i t a l . 
T w o 
years later, Taylor’s unit 
was activated for Des-

ert Storm which earned 
her eligibility to join the 
Veterans of Foreign Af-

fairs. Today. 
Taylor will 
serve as the 
2020-21 Ar-
kansas State 
Chaplain.

 “As Post 
6527 Chap-
lain, I am 
most hum-
bled and 
h o n o r e d 
to serve 
my fellow 
v e t e r a n s 
in a ca-
pacity that 

allows me to connect 
with each person in-

dividually and specif-
ically to their needs at 
a level that continually 
demonstrates the grace 
and goodness of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. As 
District 7 Chaplain and 
Adjutant, my outreach 
and benevolence has 
extended to the eight 
communities in which 
we encompass. As Ar-
kansas State Chaplain, I 
am excited to help our 
District and Post Chap-
lains implement bible 
studies at their Posts, to 
help our veterans and 
our auxiliary members 
to develop solid, rooted 
relationships with our 
Lord, Jesus.In our clos-

ing prayer at the end of 
each meeting, we pray 
(in part). ‘We commit 
ourselves to Thy Care.’”

Taylor served in the 
USAR from 1989-1997 
and is a Desert Storm 
Veteran. She has been 
a member of the VFW 
since 2012 and has 
served as Post Chaplain 
since 2013. Since 2018, 
Taylor served as District 
7 Chaplain and Adjutant 
and has been a member 
of the Western Arkansas 
Veterans Coalition. 

This year Taylor 
serves as WAVC Sec-
retary and is the week-
ly bible study leader at 
Post 6527.

COMMUNITY 
MAY 15, 2020 -  VOLUNTEERS GATHERED in front of the Greenwood High 

School Freshman Center during intermittent rain and thunderstorms to pre-

pare for the ‘GHS Lights Up the Night” event honoring the Class of 2020. The 

luminaries with the names of the seniors will be distributed during graduation 

practice one July 10.

Greenwood City Of-
fices are scheduled to re-
open on Monday, June 
1st. 

This is a tentative 
date set by Mayor Doug 
Kinslow. The date could 
be changed in accordance 
with guidelines given by 
the Governor at anytime. 
Water bill payments may 
still be taken by drop box, 
drive-thru, by phone and 
online. If you need fur-
ther assistance, please 
call City Hall at 479-996-
2742.

Taylor serves as Arkansas State Chaplain
Graduates and their families attended the event on 

Friday, May 15 at the Greenwood High School cam-

pus. Luminaries with the senior names were lit at 

the Freshman Center entrance and a senior slide 

show was displayed on the jumbotron at Smith Rob-

inson Stadium. The evening ended with a fireworks 
celebration from the baseball field (pictured above.)
Additional photos from the event can be found on 

pages 8. (Photos by Peggy Barger and TJ Adams) 

Arkansas Governor 
Asa Hutchinson gave 
his COVID-19 update 
on the state’s response 
to the coronavirus pan-
demic in Forrest City 
on Monday, May 18. 
Hutchinson was joined 
by Secretary of Health 
Dr. Nate Smith.  In 
opening comments 
Hutchinson stated that 
550 tests were given in 
Forrest City, which is 
the more extensive test-
ing done within a single 
city. The Governor said 
they do not yet have 
all results from the 550 
tested, but they do have 
290 and only 24 were 
positive.

At press deadline, 

there was a total of 4,813 
positive cumulative 
COVID-19 cases in the 
state of Arkansas from a 
total of 87,614 who have 
been tested. There have 
been 1,068 active cases, 
3,645 recoveries and 100 
deaths in the state.

In the last 24-hours, 
2329 tests were com-
pleted with a statewide 
positive rate of 2.8% 
and have 77 have been 
hospitalized. Hutchin-
son reported the aver-
age of cases per week is 
58. There is currently an 
uptick in hospitalization 
with an increase of 12 
from Sunday to Mon-
day, but Hutchinson 
shared that the num-

bers are “well below the 
peak.”

During the confer-
ence, Hutchinson an-
nounced that restaurant 
bars can reopen on May 
19 and free-standing or 
stand-alone bars can 
reopen May 26. Specif-
ic guidelines from the 
Arkansas Department 
of Health are forth-
coming. Dr. Smith said 
that bar directives will 
be similar to directives 
for restaurants. All bars 
are licensed and will be 
expected to follow the 
guidelines. “As we move 
forward, they will con-
tinue to have distancing, 
etc. in their guidance, 
but will depend more 

and more on people tak-
ing individual action to 
protect themselves and 
their families. The state 
will be focusing more 
on testing and contact 
tracing and less on reg-
ulatory mandates,” ex-
plained Smith.

Over the weekend, 
Arkansas officials an-
nounced the Arkansas 
Pandemic Unemploy-
ment Assistance website 
experienced a security 
breach Friday. The Gov-
ernor said he learned 
about it from his office 
staff and they took ac-
tion. But the site had 
been taken down by 

Update continued

on page 2

Arkansas continues to re-open for 

business amid the COVID-19 pandemic

ATTENTION

The 2020 Graduation Special 

Edition to The Citizen has been 

rescheduled for July 2020. Please 

see page 8 for further details 

about purchasing an ad space in 

support of your area graduates!

Strawberry
May is

Month


