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The Sebastian County 2018 Citizens Academy graduation took place on Nov. 8 at Riverfront Park. Graduates who 

received recognition for their achievements include Michael Morrison, Thomas Clark, Savannah Richardson, Brean-

na Rogers, Gwendolyn Bradley, Mikaela Colvin, Suzanne Symonds, Mary White, Sylvia Watenpaw, Lucille Pettit, and 

Patty Henderson.
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On Monday, November 
19th at 8:30 am a swear-
ing in ceremony took 
place for Interim Sheriff 
Kevin Nickson.  Nickson  
replaced Sheriff Bill Hol-
lenbeck.  Sheriff Hollen-
beck’s last day as Sheriff 
will be November 18th.  

Nickson was appointed 
by the Quorum Court to 
fulfill the term of Sheriff 
Hollenbeck.  

He will serve as Sheriff 
from November 18th un-
til December 31st of this 
year.  On January 1, 2019, 
Hobe Runion will begin 
his term as Sheriff of Se-
bastian County.

The ceremony took  
place at the Sebastian 
County Court’s Building 
in room 202 and was con-
ducted by Circuit Judge 
Steve Tabor.  
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The Sebastian Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department 
graduated the 2018 Cit-
izens Academy students 
on Nov. 8. Graduates 
from the  Citizens Acade-
my were presented a wide 
range of topical training 
subjects condensed from 
the standard training cur-
riculum of sheriff’s dep-
uties. By presenting this 
program, the Department 
provided a broad educa-
tional experience which 
acquainted the attending 
citizens with the mission 
of sheriff’s personnel and 

the requirements of law to 
which officers must con-
form while carrying out 
their prescribed duties.
Through attendance and 
participation in the Cit-
izens Academy citizens 
were able to make more 
informed judgments 
about the Sheriff’s Office 
and law enforcement ac-
tivities. The Sheriff’s of-
fice became more aware of 
the feelings and concerns 
of the community, as ex-
pressed by the citizens 
through the Academy.
Citizens and Sheriff  rep-

resentatives explored to-
gether of the traditional 
suspicions and miscon-
ceptions generally har-
bored by both citizens 
and sheriff’s deputies. 
Through open discussion 
of such suspicions and 
misconceptions, a more 
harmonious climate for 
relationships may be es-
tablished.
The Academy consisted 
of eight weeks of sessions 
that meet once a week, on 
Thursday evenings, from 6 
- 9 p.m. Each week, a dif-
ferent aspect of the Sher-

iff’s Office, including tours 
of the adult and juvenile 
detention facilities, 9-1-1 
Center, Courts Building, 
demonstrations by the 
SWAT team and K-9 unit, 
and many hands-on class-
es such as CSI, taser, and 
Shoot-Don’t-Shoot sce-
narios were conducted. 
Participants will also have 
a day at the range with our 
SWAT team.
The classes will be held 
at the Sebastian County 
Sheriff’s Office, located at 
800 South A. Street Fort 
Smith.

Sheriff’s Department graduates 
Citizen Academy students

The annual Christmas 
Parade for Mansfield and 
Huntington will take place 
on December 1 at 2 p.m. in 
downtown Mansfield.

The 2018 parade theme 
decided by the Mansfield- 
Huntington Area Chamber 
of Commerce is There’s No 
Place Like Home.

The Citizen office will 
be closed Nov. 22-23 in ob-
servance of Thanksgiving. 
We will re-open our doors 
on Monday, Nov. 26. The 

Citizen office will also be 
closed Dec. 24-25 in ob-
servation of Christmas. 
Deadline for the Dec. 26 
edition will be at noon on 
Dec. 20. The annual Christ-
mas Greetings and Letters 
to Santa editin will be in 
the Dec. 19 edition of The 

Citizen.

CELEBRATION

The retirement of Sebastian County Sheriff, Bill Hollenbeck (C), was celebrated Nov. 7 

at the Fort Smith Pavillion. Hollenbeck is pictured with Hobe Runion (L), newly elected 

Sebastian County Sheriff and Interim Sheriff Kevin Nickson (R). Hollenbeck joined the 

Sebastian County Sheriff’s Department as a supervisor of the Criminal Investigation 

Division in 1999. He has served as the Sebastian County Sheriff since 2011. Runion was 

elected Sheriff during the May primaries and will take office on January 2019. Hollen-

beck was named the Director of Security Facilities for the Fort Smith School District will 

be taking on a role securing the district.

Former Waldron 
Middle School assistant 
principal, Jessica Wil-
liams, had her bond re-
voked on Tuesday, Nov. 
13 for violating the con-
ditions of her release 
from an arrest in August 
of five counts of first-de-
gree sexual assault and 
one count of tampering 
evidence. The revocation 
was due to Williams, 37, 
contacting the victim. 

A Petition to Re-
voke Bond by the State 
against defendant Jes-
sica Williams was filed 
with the Scott County 
Circuit Clerk’s Office on 
September 12. The peti-
tion stated that Williams 
violated the conditions 
of the release in that “the 
defendant has contacted 
the underage victim.” 

The initial $100,000 
bond was revoked by 
Hon. Jerry Don Ramey, 
Fifthteenth Judicial Cir-
cuit Judge. Williams was 
notified on open court 
of the revocation and 
her attorney, Ernie Witt 
waived a bond hearing. 
Ramey set a new bond 
at $150,00 and Williams 
was briefly detained at 
the Scott County Deten-
tion Center. Williams 
was released on Nov. 
13 after posting bail on 
$50,000 according to 
a Bail Bond report. On 
the following day (Nov. 
14), Williams agreed 
and signed a second Bail 
Bond in the amount of 
$100,000 to total the 
new bond of $150,000.

Williams, through 
her attorney, Witt, has 
filed a Petition to a Fit-
ness to proceed exam-
ination. The petition 
states, “the Defendant’s 
counsel, having good 
cause to believe there is 
a reasonable suspicion 
that Defendant Jessi-
ca Williams is not fit to 
proceed to trial, hereby 
petitions the Court to or-
der a fitness to proceed 
examination.” A Notice 
of Intent has also been 
filed by Witt which 
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Scott County is in 

desperate need of volun-
teers to drive the Veterans 
Van to transport Veterans 
to Fayetteville, if inter-
ested please contact the 
Veterans Service Office lo-
cated in the Scott County 
Courthouse.  Office hours 
are:  Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday from 8:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  For 
questions please call the 
VSO at 479-637-3427.

Scott County Christ-
mas Market will be 
Saturday, Dec. 1 from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Scott 
County Fair Grounds (165 
Mill St., Waldron, AR). 
Local vendors will be sell-
ing handmade crafts and 
treasures. Christmas shop 
inside with us! Booths 
available for only $20. For 
more information or to 
reserve a booth call Mis-
sy Williams at 479-207-
2987.
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