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Calendar 
Thursday, Aug. 1

 Strategic Air Command and 
Aerospace Museum Science 
Demonstration, Ashland Public 
Library, 10:30 a.m.

Saturday, Aug. 3 
 Family Fun Carnival, Strategic 
Air Command and Aerospace 
Museum, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 Going Buggy, Wildlife Safari 
Park, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Tuesday, Aug. 6
 National Night Out, 
Wiggenhorn Park, TBD

Saturday, Aug. 10
 Nebraska Prairies and Planes, 
Wildlife Safari Park, 9 a.m. to 12 
p.m. and Strategic Air Command 
and Aerospace Museum, 4 p.m.
 Behind the Scenes, Strategic 
Air Command and Aerospace 
Museum, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 Comedy Night with Richard 
Reese and Friends, Strategic 
Air Command and Aerospace 
Museum, 6 to 9 p.m.

Sunday, Aug. 11
 Breakfast Buffet, Ashland 
American Legion Club, 9 to 1 p.m.

Monday, Aug. 12
 Back to School Night, Ashland-
Greenwood Public Schools, ??

Wednesday, Aug. 14
 First Day of School, Ashland-
Greenwood Public Schools, 8:15 
a.m.
 Who Has Been Here/ELK 
Klub, Wildlife Safari Park, 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m.

Saturday, Aug. 17
 Backstage Experience – 
Cheetah Conservation Tour, 
Wildlife Safari Park, 10 to 11 a.m.
 Greenwood Fun Day, various 
locations around Greenwood, all 
day
 VFW Steak and Hamburger 
Feed, VFW Hall, 5:30 to 8 p.m.

Friday, Aug. 23
 Stargazing, Mahoney State 
Park, 8:30 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 24
 Flight Night, Strategic Air 
Command and Aerospace 
Museum, 6 to 9 p.m.
 Ashland Art Walk, downtown 
Ashland, 5 to 9 p.m.

I
’ll have to come clean and admit 
that I do not take part in the 
hobby/art/pastime of fishing. It is 

just not something that I care to do. 
But I know that many people enjoy 
fishing, including my husband, so I 
am discovering information about 
this sport, especially with regard to 
fishing opportunities in the Ashland 
area, so I can pass it along to you. 
 Fishing is a sport that can be 
enjoyed any time of year, with the 
heartiest of anglers choosing to drill 
a hole in the ice and patiently wait 
for their catch to swim by while the 
temperature hovers near zero. 
 While ice fishing is a worthy sport, 
I am talking about summer fishing 
here. It’s that iconic time of year when 
you see anglers quietly moving in 
boats or kayaks on area lakes, poles 
in the water, also patiently waiting for 
their catch to swim by.
 As I researched fishing, I learned 
that summer is not actually the ideal 
time to fish. Experts say there is an 
abundance of prey for fish in the 
summer months, meaning they don’t 
have to work very hard to get a meal. 
Prime times to fish on hot days are 
early morning or after dark. The fish 
are active for only short periods of time, so anglers must 
be prepared to use those small windows of opportunity.
 Saunders and Cass counties are a fisherman’s paradise, 
with numerous lakes filled with fish, as well as access 
to the Platte River and the countless streams running 
through the area.
 One of the most popular fishing lakes in the area is at 
Memphis Lake State Recreation Area. This 48-acre lake 
has a population of largemouth bass, blue gill, crappie, 
carp, channel catfish and redear sunfish.
 This shallow lake was originally made in the late 1800s 
to produce ice. Water from springs and Silver Creek were 
diverted to fill the lake, which was dredged to make ice 
in the winter. Ice harvest continued until mechanical 
refrigeration put them out of business. The land was 
donated to the state in 1930.
 It is a no-wake lake, so boats can only go 5 miles per 
hour. The fishing pier is handicapped accessible and 

camping there is primitive.
    Just over the Cass County line is 
Mahoney State Park, four miles from 
Ashland. There are two lakes there 
that provide fishing opportunities. 
  The four-acre Baright Lake has 
blue gill, channel catfish, crappie, 
largemouth bass and black bass. Like 
Memphis, this lake does not allow 
motorboats, so prepare to paddle. 
There is a handicapped accessible 
pier there as well.
    At Mahoney’s Century Link Lake, 
rainbow trout is stocked seasonally. 
The 10-acre lake also has a fish 
cleaning station.
   For those who prefer fishing in 
a stream or lake, Catfish Run just 
outside of Ashland on Highway 6 
provides an opportunity for quiet 
fishing on Salt Creek. Catfish are 
abundant there, thus the name, with 
blue, channel and flathead varieties 
swimming by on a regular basis. Carp 
and shovelnose sturgeon can also be 
found there.
   South of South Bend, the Platte 
River is accessible at the Lied Hike 
Bridge. There, anglers can find buffalo 
fish, channel catfish, carp, freshwater 
drum and shovelnose sturgeon.

 Heading west, Lake Wanahoo at Wahoo is another 
fisherman’s paradise. The 637-acre lake, completed just a 
few years ago, has a handicapped accessible boat ramp 
and pier. As a new lake, no live baitfish is allowed.
 Flooding during the spring meant a slow start to the 
fishing season at Wanahoo, but things began to heat 
up in May. The Nebraska Game and Parks Fisheries 
Department samples fish in early spring, and this spring 
they found plenty of pike. Walleye, catfish, bass, crappie 
and sunfish are also plentiful.
 Of course, there are plenty of private lakes and river 
access points in the area, too, but remember to have 
permission before fishing at any of these spots. And be 
sure to check with Game and Parks to find out which 
fish are catch and release, which ones are fine to take 
home, and the other regulations that govern fishing in 
Nebraska, including having a valid state fishing license. 

Discovering Fishing
By Suzi Nelson

FISHING: Coby Smallridge of Memphis 
fishes with a bow and arrow at 
Memphis Lake State Recreation Area 
in May. Smallridge had a successful 
day catching carp. (Staff Photo by Suzi 
Nelson)

ACCOMPANIMENT: Music accompanies the Ashland Farmers Market on most Saturday mornings. Here, 
Thomas and Micah Judds perform on June 29. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)


