
WAHOO – After nearly
three hours of discussion,
the Saunders County Plan-
ning and Zoning Commis-
sion gave their recommenda-
tion to approve a conditional
permit for a poultry feeding
operation near Morse Bluff
on Monday night.

Close to 150 people packed
the supervisors’ room and
spilled out into the hallway
of the courthouse for a pub-
lic hearing on Bruce and
Amy Williams’ application to
build a confined animal feed-
ing operation (CAFO).

It was the second time a
large group showed up to dis-
cuss the subject. On Aug. 5,
a standing-room-only crowd
also was at the planning com-
mission meeting for a mara-
thon meeting that lasted un-
til midnight. The application
was tabled by the planning
commission so more infor-
mation could be obtained.

Monday night, the com-
missioners voted in favor of
the application, but included
several conditions. Williams
must plant a tree line around
the property to help control
odor, install detention ponds
to contain runoff, provide
hookups for fire hoses and
submit to an annual review.
Williams agreed to all of the
conditions as the commis-
sioners discussed them.

Commissioner Greg Rezac
made the motion to approve,
which was seconded by John
Starns. Both commissioners
voted yes, along with John
Trutna and Eric Nelson. Pat
McEvoy and Norm Nelson
voted no.

The matter will come be-

fore the Saunders County
Board of Supervisors for ap-
proval on Sept. 24. The meet-
ing starts at 9 a.m.

Before the meeting started,
Acting Chairperson Norm
Nelson told the audience
that they only wanted to hear
new information on the ap-
plication rather than rehash
previous material. He also
laid out the timeline for pro-
ponents and opponents, and
gave the general public a
three-minute limit at the mi-
crophone.

The public hearing start-
ed with Williams provid-
ing some background on the
project.

Williams said he and his
wife spent about 18 months
deciding to build the poultry
operation, which they hope
is not only a monetary in-
vestment, but also an invest-
ment in his family’s future.
His children have plans to
continue the poultry farm, he
added.

“We have one chance of
putting up the number of
barns we need for the next 35
years,” he said. “That’s why
we came up with the plan for
our family.”

The $6.6 million project
would build 12 broiler houses
on 120 acres located three-
eighths of a mile from the
Williams’ home. It would
supply chickens to the Lin-
coln Premium Poultry pro-
cessing plant in Fremont,
which opened this month.
The plant supplies broiler
chickens to Costco Wholesale
Corporation.

Williams acknowledged
that they brought in an out-
side investor, Jody Murphey
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Chamber appreciation picnic set

WAHOO – The smell of hot dogs cooking on
the grill Friday morning will again be tied to
an annual appreciation event.

The Fifth Annual Customer Annual Picnic
sponsored by the Wahoo Chamber of Com-
merce and area businesses takes place Fri-
day, Sept. 13 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Saun-
ders County Fairgrounds in Wahoo.

The picnic food will include Wahoo wie-
ners, chips, cookie and drink.

Chamber of Commerce Executive Assis-
tant Jennifer Woita said around 400 people at-
tended last year’s picnic and is planning for
about the same number this year.

The fall-time picnic, which replaced the
springtime pancake breakfast from years
ago, was first held at Smith Park in 2015.

Woita said rain the second year forced
the event to the open air pavilion at the fair-
grounds.

“We just stayed there because it works so
well,” she said. “The fairgrounds is great for
parking.”

Plus, there is the large roof, should rain be
in the forecast again.

Woita was still collecting sponsors late last
week. The $45 sponsor fee covers the cost of
the food and advertising. This is not a fund-
raising project for the Chamber.

The appreciation picnic, she said, is an op-
portunity for all businesses to say thank you
to their customers.

“But especially for the smaller businesses,
who maybe could not do something like this
on their own,” Woita added.

There will be a table set up for sponsoring
businesses to offer promotional information
and items.

“We do have some that take advantage of
that,” she said.

For more information about the picnic, or
to sign up to be a sponsor, contact the Cham-
ber at 402-443-4001.

By Lisa Brichacek
lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

Pumpkin Picking Time
With a hint of fall in the air, area families are ready to decorate for the season. Kerstyn and Baylie Chapek of Wahoo pick out gourds Saturday

morning at the Maly pumpkin patch southwest of Wahoo. There were plenty of big pumpkins to choose from too. (Staff Photo by Lisa Brichacek)

Moving on
A backhoe operator from Collins Construction empties concrete chunks into a truck after breaking up

the intersection of First and Locust streets on Monday afternoon. Work on the Chestnut Street Improvement
project moved Monday to First Street, opening up Chestnut Street to through traffic for the first time in several
weeks. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

At Ease
The Color Guard from Dwight American Legion Post 110 hang out in the end zone Friday evening after their

duties are done. The Legionnaires watched some of the action on the field between the East Butler Tigers
and Wisner-Pilger Gators. (Staff Photo by Lisa Brichacek)

- See Poultry Page 3A

WAHOO – Mental health,
access to health care services
and healthy lifestyles are the
top three critical challenges
that emerged from a recent
focus group session.

Three Rivers Public
Health Department is again
leading a discussion to help
frame Community Health
Improvement Planning
(CHIP).

Three Rivers Director Ter-
ra Uhing said a Community
Health Assessment is done
every three years and the
data from that assessment

can help steer health care
priorities for the coming
years.

Focus groups have recent-
ly been held in Dodge, Wash-
ington and Saunders coun-
ties, all served by the public
health department.

The session in Saunders
County was held Aug. 29 at
Saunders Medical Center in
Wahoo and in attendance
were representatives from a
cross-section of stakeholder
organizations.

Mindy Anderson-Knott,
with Schmeeckler Research,
presented data from a col-
lection of health assessment
sources, as well as a Com-

munity Health Assessment
Survey taken by 107 people
in Saunders County.

The data she presented in-
cluded basic demographics,
such as over the past 8 years
the county’s population has
grown by 8 percent.

The county’s population is
also older than the rest of the
state’s average. The mean
age in the county in 2017 was
41, compared to the state’s
36.3. Data from that same
year also showed 17 percent
of the county’s population
was over age 65, compared to
the state’s average of 15 per-

Health assessment data helps
drive counties top priorities

By Lisa Brichacek
lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

- See Health Page 3A

Planning
Commission
OKs poultry
barn permit

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com
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