
WAHOO – As of April 20, 63 Ne-
braska counties have approved
resolutions to express patronage
toward the Second Amendment be-
coming 2A sanctuary counties, ac-
cording to the Nebraska Firearms
Owners Association.

After some debate, Saunders
County joined two-thirds of the
counties in the state in support of
the Second Amendment. The Saun-
ders County Board of Supervisors
approved a resolution April 20 to
support the second amendment
with five board members voting in
favor of the resolution, one mem-
ber voting no and one member ab-
staining.

District 2 Supervisor Doris Kar-
loff said the resolution was added
to the agenda because she had re-
ceived several calls from constitu-
ents. Other board members had
also received calls, they said.
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• Gary Lee Kracman, 80, Branson, Mo.
• John L. Otte, 71, Davey
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SAUNDERS COUNTY –
Only seven school districts
in Nebraska received the
Best Communities for Music
Education award from the
National Association of Mu-
sic Merchants.

Two of those school dis-
tricts happen to be in Saun-
ders County. Just 13 miles
apart, Wahoo Public Schools
(WPS) and Yutan Public
Schools (YPS) have celebrat-
ed receiving the designation
each for the first time.

“I was really excited,” Yu-
tan High School Instrumen-

tal Music Teacher Christo-
pher Weddel said. “I mean
hearing that, especially in
the pandemic, when you’ve
had such a trying year that
we could still be recognized
for excellence in support of
music education with not

Saunders County school districts receive Best
Communities for Music Education award

YUTAN – The agencies in-
volved in the proposed solar
farm near Yutan met in an
open house setting last Fri-
day to provide additional in-
formation about the project.

Although the location was
the same, it was a much dif-
ferent setting than the first
town hall meeting on March
31 where Community Energy
announced the program to
the local residents.

Community Energy, a pri-
vate renewable energy devel-
oper based in Pennsylvania,
plans to build a solar farm
on about 500 acres in east-
ern Saunders County, south
of Yutan. It would generate
a maximum of 81 megawatts
of power, which would be fed
back into the OPPD substa-
tion and sold to the utility.
OPPD solicited private com-
panies to build solar energy
generation facilities as part
of its Power with Purpose
strategic initiative.

The preliminary plan in-
cludes three “pods” of solar
panels between county roads
L and J and county roads
5 and 7 that would be con-
nected by underground wire
to a substation located adja-
cent to the OPPD substation

on County Road J. The solar
fields will contain approxi-
mately 183,000 solar panels.
The area will be surround-
ed by chain link fence six to
eight feet tall.

Construction is proposed
to begin in spring 2022 and
will last nine to 12 months.
The facility is expected to

start producing solar energy
by the end of May 2023.

Community Energy
looked at several areas in
the eastern part of the state
within OPPD territory. The
Yutan area was chosen for
several reasons, including

Saunders County
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VALPARAISO – Investigators
with the Nebraska State Patrol
(NSP) have arrested a Valparaiso
woman following an investigation
related to purchases at the Valpara-
iso library.

The investigation began in Feb-
ruary, when the case was referred
to NSP by the Nebraska Attorney
General’s Office. Investigators
developed information that Lori
Springer, 47, who served as library
director for the Village of Valpara-

iso’s public library, had purchased
over $1,800 in personal items for
her family using the library’s Ama-
zon account.

On Thursday, April 22, investiga-
tors served search warrants as part
of this investigation and located
the items, which included electron-
ics and textbooks. Springer was ar-
rested for theft by unlawful taking,
unlawful acts – depriving or obtain-
ing property or services, and offi-
cial misconduct. She was lodged in
Saunders County Jail.

Springer was immediately re-

leased after paying 10%, or $1,000,
of her $10,000 bail. As of Monday,
Springer will have her day in court
on April 29 at 9 a.m.

Her arrest comes after an audit
done by the Nebraska State Auditor
of Public Accounts. The investiga-
tion looked into purchases between
the end of 2018 and July 13, 2020.
The audit was released on April 9
and found $1,894.34 in suspicious
purchases where Springer alleg-
edly used library funds for her own
personal benefit.

The Valparaiso Public Library

closed on Jan. 27 for the audit but it
is known that Springer spent unsu-
pervised time at the library prior to
the auditors visit on Feb. 9.

Some of the questionable pur-
chases include college textbooks,
Hydro Flasks and cookbooks. The
auditor also estimates that Spring-
er purchased over $1,000 worth of
printer ink but the library only has
two printers, and over $400 in air
fresheners. She also purchased var-
ious cleaning supplies including
a Swiffer wet floor cleaner despite

the library being carpeted. A Dell
laptop is missing from the library
as well.

Many of these items were found
in a storage closet at the library,
but were not in the library’s book
system.

Springer is a member of the
Raymond Central Public School
Board of Education but did not at-
tend meetings on April 14 or March
10. As of Monday, Superintendent
Dr. Derrick Joel said the district
has no comment about Springer.

Valparaiso librarian arrested following investigation
From Staff Reports

Car Cruise
Cars and people gather (above)

for the Flagmen Car Club Spring
Cruise on Saturday in Prague.

A group takes a photo (right)
during the Flagmen Car Club Spring
Cruise on Saturday in Prague. At
noon, these classic cars cruised
their way through Saunders County
ultimately heading back to Prague
for the American Legion Burger
Bash and performances by Angie
Kris and the Polkatoons and One
Man Band Kelly DeVault later in the
day. (Staff Photos by Elsie Storm-
berg)

COMMUNITY FOR MUSIC: Wahoo Public Elementary School Music Teacher Melissa Smith passes out paper
puppets to a class of first graders on Thursday in Wahoo. Wahoo Public School District was named Best in
Community Music Education along with Yutan Public School District. (Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)

By Elsie Stormberg
elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

- See Amendment Page 3A

- See Music Page 3A

Community Energy holds open
house for solar farm project

TAKING A LOOK: Yutan resident Rick Hancock looks at an example of
the solar panel that will be placed in the proposed solar farm project
planned south of Yutan. The developer, Community Energy, and OPPD
held the open house last Friday at the Yutan Veteran’s Country Club to
provide more information on the project. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

- See Solar Page 3A
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