
WAHOO – At different ends of
Saunders County, the fight over
large chicken farming operations
continues.

A conditional use permit to build
a large poultry confined animal
feeding operation in Morse Bluff
Township was approved by the
Saunders County Board of Supervi-
sors on Oct. 1, after a week of delib-
eration and with numerous condi-
tions attached.

The Lancaster County Planning
Commission gave their recommen-
dation to approve a conditional use
permit for a poultry operation to
be located by the Lancaster County
border near Raymond Central Ju-
nior/Senior High School.

At the Oct. 1 Saunders County
Board of Supervisors meeting and
at previous county board and coun-
ty planning commission meetings, a
large and vocal group of opponents
made their case against the 12-barn
operation proposed by Bruce and
Amy Williams of rural Morse Bluff.

Attorney Maureen Freeman-Cad-
dy was the spokesperson for an op-
position group, Community Advo-
cates for Responsible Ag (CARA)
that was formed by neighbors, resi-
dents and others concerned about
the possibility of having a large
poultry farm nearby.

She said the two nearest neigh-
bors, the Zakovecs and the Schoen-
herrs, who live one-half mile south
of the proposed site, spent hundreds
of hours researching the subject
and alerting their neighbors to the
permit application.

Despite the fact that the neigh-
bors became aware of the applica-
tions about five days before the first
planning commission meeting in
early August, they filled the meet-
ing rooms when the planning com-
mission and county board were dis-
cussing the permit.

“Over 140 people attended each
of the two planning commission
meetings, most in opposition,” said
Freeman-Caddy. “The courtroom
was full at the Board of Supervisors’
meeting.”

The opponents produced litera-

ture, testimony, scientific papers
and other research that was pre-
sented to the county officials and
was made part of the public record,
Freeman-Caddy said.

The opposition group addressed
environmental concerns regarding
water runoff from a facility that will
have over 10 acres of impermeable
rooftop and requested a drainage
plan approved by an independent
engineer. They also asked for bio-
mass filters and a vegetative barri-
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UNLOADING: Doug Speichinger of Malmo unloads tires during the Saunders County tire collection event on Friday at the Saunders County Fair-
grounds. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

LESHARA – The peti-
tion to recall one member of
the Leshara Village Board
of Trustees has been with-
drawn.

On Sept. 26, John Behler
withdrew his petition to re-
call Mel Ruhe-Langfeldt.
Behler had filed the petition

with the Saunders County
Election Commissioner’s of-
fice three days earlier, citing
issues with flood damage re-
imbursement from the Feder-
al Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA).

After the recall petition is
filed with the county election
office, the petitioner must

gather a required number of
signatures. Behler said he
was called out of town for his
job for the next few weeks,
and would not be able to con-
tinue with the petition.

“I withdrew the recall
until I can get my schedule
straightened back out,” he
said.

Behler indicated he will re-
file the petition later.

Two other recall petitions
for Leshara village board
members remain in prog-
ress. On Sept. 18, Michael
Pettinger of Leshara filed re-
call petitions to remove Dale
Johnson and Dennis Beers
from the Board of Trustees.

• Gladys M. Dauel, 98, Wahoo

• Steven Hergenrader, 65, Ceresco

• Shirley M. Lorenz, 94, Wahoo

• Kimberly D. Vitamvas, 63, Cedar Bluffs

Leshara board member recall withdrawn

WAHOO – The vehicles
were lined up starting at 5
a.m., waiting to dump up
to 40 tires at the Saunders
County Fairgrounds on Fri-
day, and the line continued
for several hours.

“The line on First Street
was backed up past Broad-
way to the west,” said Steve
Mika, head of the County
Roads Department.

The Saunders County
Roads Department organized
the tire disposal event, using
grant funds from the Nebras-
ka Department of Environ-
ment and Energy’s Waste
Reduction and Recycling In-
centive Grant Fund.

Mika said the tire disposal
event usually draws quite a
crowd.

“That’s nothing new,” he
said.

The tire disposal is now
held about every three years,
Mika said. In the past, it was
an annual event, but grant
funding has decreased, so
the county’s application is
approved usually every third
year now, he added.

The county roads crew
could gather up to 150 tons
of passenger and truck tires
from Saunders County resi-
dents, per the grant. Mika
said they did not allow trac-
tor tires to be collected be-
cause they took up too much
tonnage.

Mika said he didn’t think
they were going to go over
that total, but wouldn’t know
until the tires are picked up
and weighed at the landfill.

Saunders County tire collection event draws large crowd

Outside Attack
Malmo firefighters test their skills at a house burn Sunday morning. The training session northeast of Wahoo was organized by the Wahoo

Volunteer Fire Department but also included firefighters from Malmo and Weston. (Staff Photo by Lisa Brichacek)
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Walk for Paws
Hailey and Kahleb Elliott and their dogs lead the pack during the

Saunders County Lost Pets Walk for Paws event on Sunday at Placek
Park in Wahoo. The siblings ended up crossing the finish line first, even
though it was not a competition. Their mother, aunt and grandmother
also attended the event with their dogs. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

WAHOO – A spirited
cross-town rivalry can’t stop
the Wahoo area from uniting
to support a resident who is
battling cancer.

Bob Chvatal, who for 25
years has kept the facilities
at Wahoo Public Schools op-
erating smoothly, is fighting
Stage 4 lung cancer.

He grew up in Malmo and
has lived in Wahoo most of
his adult life. He was a stu-
dent and athlete at Bishop
Neumann High School,
where his wife, Missy, works
and his children went to
school, or in the case of his
youngest, are still attending.

So when the two schools
meet on the gridiron or the
court, Chvatal is somewhat
torn. He knows kids on both
teams, and he’s proud of all
of the students. But his heart
still bleeds Cavalier scarlet.

“I like to see all the kids do
well,” he said.

Representatives from both
schools have organized a
fundraiser for Chvatal that
will take place during Fri-
day night’s football game
between the Warriors and
the Cavaliers at Wahoo High
School. The Pancake Man
will be flipping hotcakes
starting at 5 p.m. before the
game and a silent auction

Schools unite for
Chvatal benefit

By Suzi Nelson
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It’s a spirited rivalry,
but I think the

community can
come together
to support Bob
and his family
tremendously.

~ Jared Royal

- See Benefit Page 3A
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