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WAHOO – More concrete
was poured last week and
the Chestnut Street Improve-
ment project continues to see
progress.

The new lanes for the road-
way south of First Street are
now in place and the remain-
ing work for that stretch be-
tween the intersection and
the railroad tracks should
be wrapped up by later this
month.

JEO Consulting Group

Project Manager Jon Moo-
bery said that work should be
completed by July 29, weath-
er permitting. Once that new
road is open, crews from
M.E. Collins will move to the
north.

The major street improve-
ment project got started last
year near the intersection of
Chestnut and Third streets.
Construction crews will next
be ripping up the old road
between First and Third
streets.

The First and Chestnut
street intersection will be a

part of that next construction
phase, but will remain tem-
porarily open.

Mooberry said the inter-
section will not close until
Aug. 5, after the end of the
Saunders County Fair in Wa-
hoo.

Reconstruction of that in-
tersection as well as Chest-
nut Street to Third Street is
expected to take six to eight
weeks. That takes that por-
tion of the project into Sep-
tember.

WAHOO – A special proj-
ect by the Daughters of the
American Revolution has
brought a red, white and blue
barn quilt square in view of
Highway 92 travelers.

The Mary Katharine God-
dard (MKG) Chapter of the
DAR held a dedication cer-
emony Saturday morning at
the Bob and Tricia Meduna
family farm west of Wahoo.
The Medunas agreed to hang
the barn quilt square on one
of their buildings and the
MKG members could not be
happier that another piece of
the patriotic trail is in place.

MKG Member and Regent
Mary Hanke said the paint-
ed, wooden square is part of a
bigger effort to get 27 patriot-
ic barn quilt squares placed
across the state.

The chapter took on the
project at the request of Ne-
braska State Regent Suzanne
Jarmen. Jarmen asked the 27
chapters in the state to con-
sider building a barn quilt
square and placing it in a vis-
ible location.

She said during Saturday’s
dedication that it is not un-

usual for the state regent to
ask each chapter to make a
donation as part of a state-
wide project. Often times,
however, that project is a
monetary donation only.

While she said one of her
projects is linked to a mon-
etary donation campaign,
she also wanted a project that
had tangible impact.

“I wanted to have some-
thing each chapter had some
ownership in,” she said.

The results did not disap-
point.

“It’s perfect,” she said, gaz-
ing up at the patriotic block
hung high on the big, red
building and easily visible
from Highway 92.

Hanke, who also helps
other chapters organize their
barn quilt square, said the
MKG Chapter is based in

PRAGUE – The goal was
to bring awareness to breast
cancer and one of the activi-
ties in Prague Saturday after-
noon did just that.

Diane Prochaska of Abie
eagerly stepped onto the
stage set up at Pink Ban-
dana’s Beat Breast Cancer
Mud Volleyball Tourna-
ment. She was ready to get 10
inches of her hair cut off so it
could be donated to make a
wig for a cancer patient.

After all, she knows ex-
actly how important that gift
can be.

Prochaska, originally from
Prague, has been cancer free
for five years. She beat breast

cancer, but only after going
through treatment.

She said it was shortly af-
ter her first treatment that
she started to lose her hair.
She asked her daughter,
Brandi Prochaska of Prague,
to shave off what was left.

She said it was devastat-
ing.

“It was harder losing my
hair than it was my breast,”
Prochaska said.

Then, she was offered a
free wig to help her regain
some confidence and self-im-
age.

“I couldn’t decide what
look I wanted so they gave me
two,” she recalled.

In time, she was able to get

Street progress continues
By Lisa Brichacek

lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

CLEANUP WORK: A construction worker rinses the Chestnut Street south of First Street last Thursday morn-
ing. This stretch of the project is projected to be done by the end of the month. (Staff Photo by Lisa Brichacek)- See Street Page 3A

Bubble Boy
Even with all the activity that was going on in the park Friday evening, it is the fish bubbles that give Jaxston Pebley of Ceresco the most joy.

Kids games on the tennis court were a part of the Ceresco Days fun. For more photos from Ceresco Days, turn to Page 6A. (Staff Photo by Lisa
Brichacek)

MAKING IT OFFICIAL: Nebraska State Regent Suzanne Jarmen (right)
secures one of the anchors on the plaque below barn quilt square.
Lending a hand is Ed Booth of Wahoo, while Bob and Tricia Meduna
watch. (Staff Photo by Lisa Brichacek)

New quilt square hangs
alongside Highway 92

By Lisa Brichacek
lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

- See Quilt Page 3A

WAHOO – A discussion
about trees has taken root in
Wahoo, and the city wants
to grow information before
making any decisions.

The discussion about hav-
ing trees in the downtown
right-of-way came before the
City Council at its meeting
July 11. The topic has been in
the coffee shop and in vari-
ous other meetings recent-
ly, since Wahoo State Bank
planted a tree on the street
bump out next to its building
in downtown Wahoo.

But, Wahoo Administra-
tor Melissa Harrell pointed
out at the start of the discus-
sion last week that the city
had been talking about trees
in city right-of-way since ear-
lier this year.

Several department heads
talked over the pros and cons
of having trees in the down-

town area. She said that dis-
cussion was the start of a
process, with the intention
that the discussion be even-
tually brought to the city
council’s table.

Opinions have varied on if
trees should or should not be
allowed in downtown.

“I’ve had several calls
from both sides,” Mayor Jer-
ry Johnson said.

But, the decision does not
appear to be a simple yes or
no to trees.

For example, Harrell said
the city’s municipal code for
such safety issues as sight
triangles at intersections
would have to be amended if
trees were allowed. By code
now, tree planting needs to
be done through a permit
process.

Those first discussions by
city officials also involved
such topics as the types of

Tree discussion
growing in town

By Lisa Brichacek
lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

- See Trees Page 3A

HAIR IT IS: Diane Prochaska holds up the hair her daughter, Brandi
(behind) just cut off Saturday afternoon. Prochaska, a cancer survivor,
donated her hair for cancer patient wigs. (Staff Photo by Lisa Brichacek)

More awareness brought
about through tournament

By Lisa Brichacek
lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

- See Cancer Page 3A

I wanted to have
something each

chapter had
some ownership
in. ~ Suzanne Jarmen
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