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WAHOO – The summer
road construction season is
expected to be busier than
usual.

Highway Superintendent
Steve Mika reported the
county highway department
will keep busy with its sched-
uled projects and will have
the added burden of repairs
in the wake of the March
flooding.

Even after the emergency
repairs on high traffic road-
ways, there are still many ar-
eas that need repairs.

Between the flooding and
harsh winter conditions,
Mika said the most damage
he has seen consists of com-
pletely washed out roads and
potholes.

“It’s mostly roadways
we see the most damage on
now,” Mika said.

A few roads have lost pave-
ment in a few areas, but the
majority of that has been re-
paired.

He said the recent rainfall
has also kept the road depart-
ments busy with replacing
gravel on roads to avoid ex-
cessive washboards and put-
ting in a patch on potholes
until they can be better re-
paired.

Mika said he hopes to see
the vast majority of repairs
to the roadways and potholes
finished within the month of
July.

However, funding for the
work that needs to be done
after the flooding may not
come that soon.

Counties are somewhat at
the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency’s (FEMA)
mercy with these repairs, he
said.

Even now, Mika said the
initial meetings to discuss
the repairs and what areas
need them the most have
only just started.

“There’s some legwork to
do there yet,” Mika said.

With every new disaster,
he said, the rules change.

ITHACA – Author, speaker
and business consultant Jay
Izso is returning to his home-
town with his newest book in
hand.

The man who now calls
North Carolina home is ready
to unveil his fourth book,
“Lessons from the Farm: Es-
sential Rules for Success.”

Izso will be back in Ithaca
to help the town celebrate its
sesquicentennial June 2 and
will also do a presentation on
his latest book at the Saun-
ders County Museum in Wa-

hoo that day.
Izso said this new book of

his, which should be
available by the time
of his presentation, is
centered on helping
people move forward
with their lives in a
successful direction.

“It’s about 20 les-
sons I carried with me
into my business from
my time as a farm-
hand in Ithaca,” he
said.

The book provides
lessons that can serve
as examples to the
readers. These lessons in-

clude pushing forward. rath-
er than stopping and waiting

for the fear of the un-
known to pass. An-
other lesson he shares
is one moment can
change your life com-
pletely and how to
make the best of it.

“I wanted to in-
spire others to be bet-
ter, to read this and
walk away being bet-
ter for it,” Izso said.

The Wahoo High
School graduate said
it took him around
three months to fin-

ish putting his lessons to pa-

per and properly convey the
messages he wanted to pro-
vide.

Prior to writing this book,
Izso said he mostly wrote
about social media. His oth-
er books include Got Social
Mediology, the Social Media
Playbook for Student Ath-
letes and the Social Media
Playbook for Coaches and
Administrators.

“I’d be inspired to write
something and then I’d
write,” Izso said.

But eventually, he started
to think about all the things

MEAD – Last week’s open
house and tour of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers’
cleanup site south of Mead
didn’t report much in the
way of changes for the ongo-
ing project.

But, a new project man-
ager was introduced. Molly
Goughan has worked as a
hydrologist and project man-
ager for the Corps for the past
12 years.

For the past month, she

has been transitioning into
the role of project manager
at the former Nebraska Ord-
nance Plant cleanup site.

Goughan, who works in
the Corps’ Kansas City office,
said last week’s visit was the
first time she had been on
site. Although she was just
learning about the contami-
nation left from government
munitions production and
storage decades ago at this
site, she said she has worked
previously with very similar
projects.

The March flooding was

also addressed during the
open house at a treatment fa-
cility near county roads 6 and
F.

Corps Assistant Mayss
Saadoon said there was only
minimal impact from flood-
ing.

Contaminated groundwa-
ter pumped to plants for treat-
ment is pumped out to near-
by creeks. Saadoon said once
gauges upstream hit certain
levels, several groundwater
extraction wells were shut

Jay
Izso

WAHOO – A combination
of community service and
training brought 19 Sea Ca-
dets to Wahoo this past week-
end.

The U.S. Naval Sea Cadet
Corp, Cornhusker Division
got a jump on summer with
an outing in Wahoo.

In addition to swim quali-
fications at the Wahoo Civic
Center in the afternoon, the
cadets toured the Law En-
forcement and Judicial Cen-
ter in the morning.

Community service was
worked into the day too. The
cadets helped clean the Coun-
ty Veterans Memorial and
put up crosses at the ceme-
tery in advance of Memorial
Day.

Chief Petty Officer Vanis
Davidson of Wahoo said it
was a good feeling to do proj-
ects such as this.

“It definitely helps the
community,” he said. “When

you get done, you can look
back and saw ‘wow, that’s
what we’ve done.’”

The Cornhusker Division
currently has about 30 cadets
from across the state.

Davidson said most of the
cadets will have a busy sum-
mer attending camps and
training.

To be sure training got off
to a good start, the cadets
primary mode of transpor-
tation Saturday was march-
ing. They worked on steps,
cadence and other marching
techniques as the went to and
from the park, cemetery and
Civic Center.

Davidson said it was a
good way to warm up and
make sure boots were broke
in, especially for those who
would be attending basic
training soon.

SHOW AND TELL: Bay West Treatment Plant Operator Jesse Phillips talks about equipment located in one of
the treatment plants located near Highway 6 north of Memphis. The “trays” on the right use air to treat the
water that has been pumped to the plant for TCE, a solvent used during munitions production at the former
Nebraska Ordnance Plant. (Staff Photo by Lisa Brichacek)

Changes at cleanup site
include new manager

By Lisa Brichacek
lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

- See Corps Page 3A

SPECIAL TOUCH: Sea Cadets Asher Fritts of Lincoln and Andrew Kollasch of Elkhorn wipe down the markers for county service men and women
who died in the line of duty. The cadets helped clean the entire veterans memorial in preparation for the upcoming Memorial Day. (Staff Photos
by Lisa Brichacek)

Cadets help brush up for Memorial Day
By Lisa Brichacek

lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

GETTING READY: Sea Cadet Vel
Par of Omaha pounds in one of

the veteran crosses at Sun Rise
Cemetery Saturday afternoon.

Izso returning to hometown with new book
By Clayton Karloff

clayton.karloff@wahoonewspaper.com

- See Izso Page 3A

ROADWAY REPAIRS: Construction crews work to rebuild a bridge
on County Road 20 northwest of Wahoo. Projects like this one must
continue, in spite of the work that road crews must do after the recent
flooding. (Staff Photo by Clayton Karloff)

Road construction season
to be busier than usual

By Clayton Karloff
clayton.karloff@wahoonewspaper.com

WAHOO – Wahoo State
Bank is ready to officially cel-
ebrate the grand re-opening
of its downtown location.

The bank employees
moved into the rebuilt build-
ing several months ago, but
Bank President and CEO
Greg Hohl said they wanted
to do something extra special
now.

The bank usually holds its
customer appreciation day in
early June. This year, he said
the bank not only wanted to
say thank you to customers,
this celebration was meant
to say thank you to the entire
community.

Hohl said he could not ex-
press enough the apprecia-
tion for the understanding
and patience shown during
the bank’s two year re-build-
ing after the fire.

The appreciation and
grand re-opening celebra-
tion starts at 10 a.m. Friday,
June 7 with an open house at
the bank’s new main build-
ing at the corner of Fifth and
Linden streets. Tours, give-
a-ways, free drawings and
refreshments will take place
until 3 p.m.

The activity then shifts to
Starlite Event Center west of
Wahoo at 5 p.m.

“At first, we thought of an

Bank celebrating
grand re-opening

By Lisa Brichacek
lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

- See Headline Page 3A
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