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News Brief

LINCOLN – Platte River State Park’s
Lincoln Journal Star Observation Tower
reopened to the public Oct. 9. The tower
had been closed since Sept. 17 so it could
be painted.

In addition, the Daugherty Tower, lo-
cated near the park’s Mallet Lodge, is now
closed for renovations through Dec. 1.

The observation tower at Eugene T. Ma-

honey State Park also is currently closed
due to construction of a new group facil-
ity.

For more information, contact the
Platte River State Park office at 402-234-
2217, and stay tuned to OutdoorNebraska.
org for updates. A permit is required of
each vehicle entering the park.
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ASHLAND – The COV-
ID-19 pandemic has altered
the way students attend
Ashland-Greenwood Pub-
lic Schools this year. They
wear masks every day. Some
classes are held outdoors as
long as the weather is good.
And some events have been
modified or cancelled all to-
gether.

And every event during
the spring semester, includ-
ing the spring concert, was
cancelled because students
were learning remotely,
rather than in person, be-
cause of the pandemic.

But one annual event
that has enjoyed a healthy
amount of success since it
debuted in 2008, the Oxbow
Marching Band Contest,
could not be stopped by the
pandemic.

The contest will be held on
Saturday, Oct. 17 at Memo-
rial Stadium in Ashland.

The decision to hold the
contest during a pandemic
wasn’t a difficult one accord-
ing to Jonathan Jaworski, di-
rector of bands for Ashland-
Greenwood Public Schools.

“It boils down to provid-

ing students with oppor-
tunities to perform,” said
Jaworski. “If it is OK to
have football games and vol-
leyball matches with some
adjustments, then we can
find a way to have marching
band performances, as well.

Students have lost so many
things over the past seven
months, if there was any way
to keep this event we would.”

There are changes, how-
ever. The biggest, and most
noticeable, will be the lack of
spectators.

“With the number of
different communities in-
volved, that would seem
to be a significant risk of
spreading between commu-
nities,” Jaworski said.

Because of this decision,
all band performances will
be streamed on the school’s
StrivTV channel (http://
striv . tv/ashland-green -
wood).

For the past 12 years, the
contest concluded with an
awards ceremony. To elimi-
nate the need for all of the
musicians and band direc-
tors to stay until the cer-
emony, each band’s ratings
will be announced about 30
minutes after they perform,

Show must go on despite pandemic
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By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

ON THE FIELD: The Ashland-Greenwood High School marching band performs at the homecoming football
game in Ashland on Oct. 2. The band will host and compete in the Oxbow Marching Band Contest on Saturday
at Ashland’s Memorial Stadium. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

Picking up steam
Donnie Laughlin, Keith Ziegenbein, Lori Pick and Brian Pick demonstrate a pickleball doubles match Sunday afternoon at Wiggenhorn Park. Brian Pick, an employee of HelpSystems in Ashland, hosted a pickleball clinic

at the park to encourage interest in the sport. Pickleball is a racquet sport that is played with two or four people using paddles and a whiffle ball on a badminton-sized court with a tennis-style net. Ashland added pickleball
courts to the existing tennis courts in August of this year. (Staff Photo by Anna Boggs)

YUTAN – When Cindy Barnes first
moved to Yutan in 1967, she remembers
there were still members of the Par-
menter family around to take care of
the Parmenter Cemetery.

Cathi Dunton was one of those rela-
tives. Dunton, the daughter of An-
nabelle Parmenter Yocum, spent the
summers of 1970 and 1971 recording the
cleanup of Parmenter Cemetery and re-
searching it’s history.

In Dunton’s writing, she talks about
how the project began during a conver-

sation with Guy and May Vorse at the
beginning of the summer of 1970. Guy
explained that when visiting his moth-
er Viola Vorse, who is buried at the
cemetery, he “found it almost impos-
sible to even enter the cemetery.”

Viola is the daughter of George W.
Parmenter, who donated this land spe-
cifically for the family cemetery. Dun-
ton’s mother Annabelle is George’s
great-granddaughter, making Dunton
the great-great-granddaughter.

Shortly after Memorial Day in 1970,
Dunton and Guy Vorse began a sum-
mer’s worth of work.

“We stood at the gate of the cemetery,
saw, axe and clippers in hand, took a
very deep breath and charged in! We
only lost each other once or twice in the
tall overgrowth of plum bushes, but al-
ways managed to find each other. It was
quite a challenge,” Dunton wrote.

Dunton passed away in 2015 after a
battle with lung cancer.

Now, 50 years later, the cemetery
is once again overgrown and is in the
hands of Saunders County. According
to Assistant Highway Superintendent
Andy Nordstrom, the cemetery, along
with about 14 other cemeteries in the
county, gets mowed once a year before
Memorial Day weekend. The county
has been the prime caretaker for the
cemetery for at least 30 years.

Pioneer Cemetery needs attention 50 years later
By Elsie Stormberg

elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

PARMENTER: Parmenter Cemetery, located between Ashland and Yutan, was donated by
George Parmenter who intended it to be for Parmenter family, friends and neighbors according
to research done by great-great-granddaughter Cathi Dunton. (Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)

Broadway Belter
Elandra Johnson belts out “Don’t Rain on My Parade” during the

Ashland-Greenwood High School concert choir performance on Satur-
day afternoon at the high school gym. Johnson was one of many choir
members that sang solos, while others joined in small groups. The
entire choir also sang a number of songs and medleys. All of the music
was from Broadway shows, ranging from the classics like “Annie” and
“Oklahoma” to more modern shows like “Hamilton” and “Dear Evan
Hansen.” Find more photos on Page 12. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

❛❛Students have
lost so many things
over the past seven

months, if there
was any way to
keep this event

we would.❜❜
Jonathan Jaworski,

Director of bands
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