
ASHLAND – Even before
Superintendent Jason Libal
was able to announce that
Ashland-Greenwood Pub-
lic Schools was abandoning
plans to acquire a local trail-
er court, a group of residents
thanked the Board of Educa-
tion for saving their homes.

“Thank you to the school
board for finally coming to
a decision,” said Stacy Ko-
lar, a resident of El Rancho
Trailer Court in Ashland, at
the beginning of the board’s

monthly meeting Monday
night.

Later in the meeting, dur-
ing administrator reports,
Superintendent Jason Libal
said the school district has
decided against acquiring
property that includes the
trailer court in order to build
more facilities for the grow-
ing district.

“It’s been the consensus of
the district that El Rancho is
not the solution at this time,”
said Libal.

In December, the school
board held a public hearing
to discuss plans to purchase

the property from owner
Brandon Parmer. Prior to
that, they had made Parmer
multiple offers for the land,
which he refused, saying
they were not taking into
consideration net operating
expenses or income generat-
ed by the trailer court when

they were determining fair
market value.

The El Rancho Trailer
Court, located at 2101 Furnas
Street, was built by Parm-
er’s grandmother, Marjorie
Strode. Parmer received the
property when Strode passed
away.

During the December
public hearing and at sub-
sequent school board meet-
ings, residents of El Rancho
spoke out against the plan to
buy the property. Many cited
financial difficulties if they
were forced to move from the
trailer court.

The school board felt the
El Rancho property was the
best location to build a new
school, Libal said in Decem-
ber. However, they are now
looking at other locations.

“We are continuing our ef-
forts to acquire property ad-
jacent to the middle school/

high school,” he told the
board Monday night.

Kolar also thanked Libal
for opening his door to the El
Rancho residents to discuss
the issue. At the December
public hearing, the superin-
tendent said he would gladly
speak with the trailer court
residents and any members
of the public over the phone,
by email or in person to dis-
cuss the situation.

“Thank you to Jason Libal
for opening his door and let-
ting us voice our concerns,”
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LINCOLN – Gov. Pete Ricketts has pro-
claimed that June 17 to 23 is Nebraska
Pollinator Week, underscoring the im-
portance of pollinators to our ecosystems,
businesses and everyday lives.

Pollinators, which include bees, hum-
mingbirds, beetles, butterflies, flies and
other species, help pollinate more than
75 percent of our flowering plants. Polli-
nators help plants reproduce by carrying

pollen from one plant to another.
“Pollinators are vital to both our econ-

omy and our health,” said Alie Mayes, a
watchable wildlife biologist at the Nebras-
ka Game and Parks Commission. “Pol-
lination is required for the production of
many of the foods we eat. Everything from
apples to almonds and coffee to chocolate
is possible because of pollinators.”

Governor proclaims Nebraska Pollinator Week
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UNDER THE B-25: Daisy and Taylor Krass record video of Mike Krass’ 1969 Hurst Oldsmobile during the Father’s Day Car Show at Strategic Air
Command and Aerospace Museum on Saturday. The two-day car show set attendance records for the museum. (Staff Photos by Suzi Nelson)

Village
already
corrected
errors
found in
audit

GREENWOOD – Many
of the errors found in the
state’s audit of the Village
of Greenwood have already
been corrected, according to
village officials.

“A lot of what was talked
about in here I’ve already
fixed,” said Village Clerk
Cheris Cadwell at the June
12 meeting of the Greenwood
Village Board of Trustees.

The State Auditor of Pub-
lic Accounts (APA) released
its attestation report for the
Village of Greenwood on
June 7. The report scruti-
nized financial accounts for
the village dating from Oct.
1, 2017 to Sept. 30, 2018.

The attestation report was
done because the APA had
found issues with the vil-
lage’s financial accounts dat-
ing back to September 2017,
and also because the village
failed to file an annual audit,
the APA said in the attesta-
tion report.

The village’s written re-
sponse to the report was:
“The Village of Greenwood
respectfully accepts the find-
ings in your report. We ap-
preciate the oversight and
welcome your suggestions
on ways we can improve.
We have started taking cor-
rective action and hope to
have the mentioned issues
resolved soon.”

The APA found material
weaknesses in in four ar-
eas, significant deficiencies
in three areas and material
noncompliance in two areas,
according to the report.

Material weaknesses were
found in four areas dur-
ing the attestation study.
The APA defines a material
weakness as a deficiency,
or a combination of defi-
ciencies in internal control,
where there is a reasonable
possibility that a material
misstatement of the village’s
financial statements will not
be prevented, or detected
and corrected, on a timely
basis.

A number of issues were
noted in the village’s inter-
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ASHLAND – More than
three months after floods hit
the Ashland area, cleanup ef-
forts are moving into a new
phase. Those who are provid-
ing relief call it the “Proac-
tive Phase.”

Michelle Powell is leading
the local flood relief program
for the community through
Riverview Community
Church. The church became
the point of contact for flood
relief early on when the wa-
ters rose in March, but the
congregation was not the
only group helping those af-
fected by the flood, Powell
said.

“We had other people
from the community and the
churches help,” she said.

In the early hours of the
flood, donations of food,
toiletries, household goods
and clean-
ing products
poured into
R i v e r v i e w ,
which served
as the distri-
bution point.
Pastor An-
thony Pratt
and Powell
coordinated
the relief ef-
forts. They
s c h e d u l e d
v o l u n t e e r s
to be at the
church every day to help
those who were affected.

Riverview was experi-
enced in disaster cleanup,
having sent four members
to Texas to help after Hur-
ricane Harvey hit there in
2017.

Hundreds of volunteer
man hours were donated by
individuals and groups to
help pick up debris and trash
and clean out homes in the
lake communities around
Ashland that were affected
by the flood. Powell said they
sent out Dumpsters and gar-
bage trucks to pick up debris
at Thomas Lakes, Horseshoe
Lakes and Riverside Acres
and manpower was sent to
Willow Point to assist with
clean up. Over 200 tons of
trash was removed.

This was the first phase of
the flood relief effort, Powell
said. Now they move into the
second, or proactive phase.
This is when homeowners
are worn out from the work
they are doing to get their
homes back to normal, or
they have exhausted all their
money in an effort to get

Flood relief
moves on
to second
phase
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Car show sets museum attendance record

ASHLAND – The Father’s
Day Car Show last weekend
at Strategic Air Command
and Aerospace Museum was
a huge hit with fathers, sons,
daughters, mothers and just
about everyone.

It was the highest attended
event the museum has ever
held, according to Aly Ras-
mussen, the museum’s sales
and marketing director.

“Our attendance was 4,650
over the weekend,” said Ras-
mussen.

Car show organizer Brad-
ley Pfeiffer of Ashland said
Sunday was the biggest day
for attendance, with people
lined up outside of the mu-
seum to get in.

“It was an incredible
weekend for SAC Museum,
for sure,” he added.

Over the past few years,
the museum has held a large
show in July, on the same
weekend as Ashland’s Stir-
Up Car Show. This year
they switched it to Father’s
Day, and plan to do it again
because the event exceeded
all expectations, Rasmussen
said.

“We’ll have another one in
2020,” she said.

Pfeiffer said 181 vehicles
registered for the indoor
car show, where vintage,
antique and modern automo-
biles were parked under vin-
tage and antique aircraft.

Pfeiffer, who has orga-
nized car shows in Ashland

and Gretna for the last six
years, said they set a goal for
200 cars for this show, but
about 20 who preregistered
called to cancel because of a
slight threat of severe weath-
er for the area.

That didn’t stop others
from showing up at the show
last minute, though.

“However, somebody
drove in from Colorado,” he
added.

Pfeiffer said many of the
vehicle owners raved about
the museum and the show,

saying it was better than the
World of Wheels car show
at the CHI Health Center in
Omaha.

“They thought this was
a better venue and atmo-
sphere,” he said.

The pairing of vehicles
with aircraft was something
very special for at least one
car show entry. Mike Krass
of Elmwood brought his
1969 Hurst Oldsmobile to
the show and requested it
be placed under the B-25, the
same plane his father, Hank

Krass, worked on in the Air
Force with the 445th Bom-
bardment Squadron.

The vehicle also connected
Krass to his father.

“He helped me buy my
first Hurst Olds,” said Krass
on Saturday.

Krass, who finished re-
storing the vehicle the day
before the show, was able
to spend Saturday with his
son, Adam, and Adam’s wife,
Daisy, along with their two
children, Taylor and Aiden.

Another story linking
fathers and their cars took
place at the car show on Sat-
urday. Brandon Zaruba pre-
sented his father, Charlie,
with the restored 1969 Chevy
Malibu Sport Coupe SS that
the elder Zaruba bought al-
most 50 years ago to the day.

Charlie Zaruba bought
the car as an 18-year-old in
Albion. He has been the only
owner. But the car has spent
most of its years in storage,
waiting a restoration.

In 1997, Brandon Zaruba
rebuilt the motor as a senior
in high school and tore the
car apart. A frame-off resto-
ration began. But the project
was not completed.

Charlie Zaruba and his
wife, Gwen, moved to Grand
Island in 2004 and the car
was put back in storage at
the family farm in Fullerton
until 2015, when Brandon Za-
ruba took it, with his moth-
er’s permission, of course.

“I decided to steal the car

By Suzi Nelson
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FLOATING IN: Travis Bader with the Lincoln Sport Parachute Club lands
at Strategic Air Command Aerospace Museum to kick off the Father’s
Day Car Show on Saturday.

WAHOO – The school based thera-
py programs instituted by Saunders
County Youth Services will be ex-
panding for the next school year.

Youth Services Director Amber
Pelan said the program will be ex-
panding this fall to include East
Butler and Raymond Central High
School public schools.

This is being made possible be-

cause of an additional Nebraska
Crime Commission Community-
based Aid Juvenile Services En-
hancement grant secured by Saun-
ders County Youth Services. This
grant provides $45,150 to help fund
the new therapy programs at East
Butler and Raymond Central public
schools.

Behavioral therapy services work
to provide support for kids and
school staff that may need assistance
in understanding how to handle be-

havioral issues.
Pelan said the school-based behav-

ioral therapy continues to go well at
other schools as well.

“It’s gone very well,” she said.
The current total of the grant for

next year’s programs for all schools
is $87,422. Behavior therapy services
have been available at Wahoo, Yu-
tan, Mead, St. Wenceslaus and Ash-
land-Greenwood schools.

It costs approximately $15,000 to
have the therapist in the school one

day a week for 42 weeks.
Pelan said Wahoo Public pays to

have their therapist present at the
school for three days a week; Yutan
Public pays for one, Mead Public for
one, Ashland-Greenwood for two and
St. Wenceslaus for one.

After a year of progress, she said
the therapy programs were perform-
ing as expected. Eighty-five students
from different schools are currently

School-based therapy program expands next year
By Clayton Karloff

clayton.karloff@wahoonewspaper.com
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❛❛It’s been the consensus of the
district that El Rancho is not the

solution at this time.❜❜
Jason Libal,

Ashland-Greenwood Public Schools superintendent

REPORT: The State Auditor of
Public Accounts released its at-
testation report on the Village
of Greenwood last week. (Staff
Photo by Suzi Nelson)


