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Calendar 
Saturday, Feb. 1 

 Aircraft Adventure, 
Strategic Air Command and 
Aerospace Museum, 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 2
 Chili Dog Lunch, Ashland 
United Methodist Church, 
11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 5 
 Story Time, Ashland Public 
Library, 10 a.m.

Saturday, Feb. 8 
 Birds and Binoculars, 
Mahoney State Park, 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m.
 Daddy/Daughter Dance, 
Riverview Community 
Church, 6 to 8 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 12 
 Story Time, Ashland Public 
Library, 10 a.m.

Friday, Feb. 14 
 Swing Under the Wings, 
Strategic Air Command and 
Aerospace Museum, 6 to 11 
p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 15 
 Aircraft Adventure, 
Strategic Air Command and 
Aerospace Museum, 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.
 VFW Steak and Hamburger 
Feed, VFW Hall, 5:30 to 8 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 19 
 Story Time, Ashland Public 
Library, 10 a.m.

Saturday, Feb. 22 
 Meet and Greet with Sen. 
Tom Brewer, Ashland VFW, 1 
p.m.

Wednesday,Feb. 26
 Story Time, Ashland Public 
Library, 10 a.m.

F
ebruary is my favorite month of the year and not just 
because it’s my birthday month. The shortest month 
of the year is named for the Latin word februum 

which means purification. Together with January, it was 
the last of the months added to the Roman calendar. 
 As the last month of winter, February is jammed with big 
activities like the Super Bowl, Valentine’s Day, Westminster 
Kennel Club Dog Show and President’s Day. But it’s also 
littered with smaller, quirkier occasions like National Drink 
Wine Day, World Nutella Day, National Banana Bread Day, 
National Weatherperson’s Day, National Pizza Day, National 
Inventor’s Day, National Random Acts of Kindness Day and 
International Polar Bears Day.
 Don’t get me wrong; these are all good things to 
celebrate.
 This year 2020 – which I am calling the year of clear 
vision – is a leap year. To mark this every-fourth-year 
phenomenon,   I’m hoping to make all 29 days of this 
month matter. So for me, making experiences matter 
means making them memorable and making experiences 
memorable means trying something new each day.
 Having a curious nature and being a journalist 
should help me pursue this goal. After all, much of our 
responsibility as journalists is to seek out the unusual, give 
it a test run, ask others about it running and report the 
findings.
 For me, part of the fun of starting a new job is exploring 
new places, doing new activities and meeting new people. 
Since I started as The Ashland Gazette news editor, the 
mild winter has allowed me to start poking around greater 
Ashland, Greenwood and Memphis.
 Trust me, there are loads of new experiences out there 
waiting for me to capture in photos and in words.
 So many stories to write.
 So far, I’ve gone hiking at Mahoney State Park, 
birdwatching at Schramm Education Center, glamping 
at Kimberly Creek Retreat, supping at Round the Bend 
Steakhouse and Parker’s Smokehouse and sipping at Cellar 

426 and Glacial Till.
 But there’s so much more to do, and so many more 
people to interview!
 Like the ground hog that pokes his head out of his little 
hole on the second day of February each year, we don’t 
know until we step out into the day if we’ll cast a shadow 
or not. 
 I’ll try to take the shadow test every day this month, not 
to prognosticate how many more weeks of winter we’ll 
have but to emerge out of the winter slumps to report 
what’s new, what’s interesting and what’s important 
enough to earn your attention.
 Be aware, according to data from Stormfax Almanac, 
Punxsutawney Phil has only been right about an early 
spring or a lingering winter only 39 percent of time since 
1887 when official record keeping began.
 Regardless of Phil’s poor track record, let’s all try to enjoy 
this frosty month of hope, love, football, dogs and wine.

Discovering February Frills
By Pamela Thompson

NOOK: Glamping can be quiet, relaxing and cozy when 
cuddled next to a fire toasting a marshmallow, watching the 
snowflakes gently fall. Here the writer snuggles in the corner 
of the Nook’s porch. (Photo by Peter Heckman)

COFFEE CUPS: The interior of the two smallest units at Kimberly Creek Retreat 
reminds guests of bedding down in a Finnish sauna surrounded by warmth and 
luxury. All the units contain a leather bound comment book for guests to jot down 
any “happy glamper” notes they are willing to share. (Staff Photo by Pamela 
Thompson)


