
GREENWOOD – Rainan
Brase opened the door and
greeted every customer as
they entered and exited Bak-
ers Candies in Greenwood
last weekend.

The special treatment
came as the youngster was
raising money for a good
cause.

In the last three years, the
eight-year-old from Yutan
has raised nearly $4,750 for
Make-A-Wish by selling bot-
tled water and soft drinks in
his hometown and the sur-
rounding area.

“I like helping out kids,”
Rainan said.

When Rainan was about
four years old, he told his par-
ents, Luke and Kelli Brase,
he wanted to build a special
stand that he would place at
the end of the driveway lead-
ing to their rural home north
of Yutan. There, he could
quench the thirst of local citizens by giving away cans

of his then-favorite brand of
pop – Pepsi.

“He wanted to build a
Pepsi stand, not a lemonade
stand,” said Luke.

Luke and his father, Steve
Brase, who lives nearby,
tried to dissuade Rainan
from his idea because they
live in a rural area. But Rain-
an remained persistent.

“He tried for a year to con-
vince us,” Luke said.

Luke and Kelli did some
research to find a way for
their young son to give to
the community in a safer
manner. Rainan was a fan
of John Cena, a WWE wres-
tling star and TV personality
who holds the title for grant-
ing the most wishes for the
Make-A-Wish organization.
Cena fulfilled his 600th wish
in April, the organization re-
cently reported.

Make-A-Wish was founded
in the early 1980s to give chil-
dren with critical illnesses

WAVERLY – Two Waverly
band students had some extra
practices to get in this spring. But
the musicians didn’t mind a bit,
especially since it was all for a
special performance at Carnegie
Hall.

Camryn Hummel and Cody
Johnson went to New York City
June 19 to take part in the 2019
Middle School Honors Perfor-
mance Series. The series is for
sixth through eighth graders
and involved rehearsals and a
concert for band, orchestra and
choir. In total, 610 students from
the United States, Canada, Eng-

land, Qatar and Malysia took part
in the series.

The series culminated with a
public performance at Carnegie
Hall on June 22.

Hummel and Johnson, who
will be freshmen this coming
school year, were nominated for
the honor band by Waverly Mu-
sic Teacher Jim Kucera. The se-
lection process involved an au-
dition tape and a biographical
essay.

Hummel plays the bass clari-
net and said it was in March
when they found out they had
been selected. She recalled that
she was in science class when she

found out.
“I remember getting so excit-

ed,” she said.
Johnson said there were a few

months in between submitting
the audition tape and finding out
about being selected. He said the
wait wasn’t too bad, but he was
getting anxious.

“I was really anxious to find
out if I made it or not,” he said.

Once selected, the work just be-
gan for the young band members
because soon after they received
the music they would be playing.

Johnson said he practiced the
music almost every day, and it
was difficult to play at first.

“But, as I practiced, I got to
know it better,” he said.

The sheet music also came
with a recording of the songs. So
that helped the musicians hear
not only their parts, but how the
entire band should come togeth-
er.

Hummel said listening to the
recordings really helped her as
she practiced at home.

“That helped me feel more
comfortable with the music,” she
said.

Still, when she arrived in New
York and started rehearsing with
the band, it was an entirely new
experience.

OMAHA – Each year, Ak-
sarben pays homage to the
dedicated and hard-work-
ing Nebraskan families
who have worked the land
for generations.

These families have each
met the incredible mile-
stone of owning at least
40-acres of farmland within

one family for 100 or 150. To
put that into perspective,
Nebraska has only existed
as a state for 152 years.

The Aksarben Founda-
tion, along with Nebraska
Farm Bureau and the Ne-
braska Association of Fair
Managers, has announced
there are 142 honorees this

year for the Aksarben Pio-
neer Farm (100 years) and
Aksarben Heritage Farm
Awards (150 years).

Heritage Farm Awards
in Cass County are going to
Duane and Eileen Murdoch
(original owner was John
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Village starts mosquito control
The Village of Eagle has announced

that ABC Termite and Pest Control began
spraying for mosquito on Tuesday morn-
ing.

Additional mosquito spraying will be
done on the mornings of Tuesday, Aug.
13 and Tuesday, Sept. 10. Residents are
asked to stay out of the park from 6 a.m. to
8 a.m. on those days.
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Hummel, Johnson share experience
By Lisa Brichacek

lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

Area families to get awards

CERESCO – A wide array
of activities will again be of-
fered for this year’s Ceresco
Days.

Established in 1869, Ceres-
co is noting its 150th year. A
“Faith of our Fathers” eve-
ning at the park will get ac-
tivities started on Thursday.

Ceresco Days Committee
Member Joan Lindgren said
it just seemed appropriate to
kick off the community cel-
ebration with a nod to the
area’s churches.

“Obviously, it took a lot of
faith to establish a town,” she
said.

Faith of Our Fathers will
be a program of history, mu-
sic and inspiration starting at
6 p.m.

The program will start
with history of the United
States, the State of Nebraska
and the Village of Ceresco.
Churches from Ceresco and
the surrounding area have
been invited to share their
histories too.

Lindgren said the commit-
tee wanted to recognize that
it was not only the faith of the
immediate area that made
the town possible 150 years
ago. For example, people
from churches in Davey and
Swedeburg were key to the
town’s establishment.

That’s why it is important
to include history from area
churches in Thursday’s pro-
gram, she added. History will
be shared from the Swede-
burg Church, Bethlehem
Covenant Church, Ceresco
Covenant Church, Ceresco
Methodist Church, Imman-
uel Lutheran Church, Grace
Lutheran Church, Zion Lu-
theran Church and St. Mary’s
Catholic Church.

MUSICIANS: Cody Johnson and Camryn Hummel
had the opportunity to play at Carnegie Hall in New
York City in June. The Waverly band students who
will be entering the ninth grade this coming school
year were nominated by Middle School Band Director
Jim Kucera.

Wavery students perform at Carnegie Hall

Activities
start on
Thursday
in Ceresco

See Ceresco on Page 3

Make-A-Wish effort comes
to Greenwood chocolate store

By Lisa Brichacek
lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

GIVING: Rainan Brase of Yutan
sells pop and water during Yutan
Days to raise money for Make-A-
Wish. The eight-year-old recently
did the same at Bakers Candies
in Greenwood. (Staff Photo by
Suzi Nelson)

See Brase on Page 3

WAVERLY – The hum of
tractor motors will again be
heard on a few area roads in
advance of next weekend’s
big event at the Camp Creek
Threshers’ showground.

The annual tractor ride
will take place Friday, July
19. The tractor caravan will
pull out of Camp Creek show-
grounds east of Waverly at 5
p.m.

Duane Starr is helping to
organize the ride this year
and said this year’s route will
cover about 17 miles.

“We were limited because

of bridges out and some road
construction,” he said.

The group will head east
of Camp Creek. There will be
a stop at the park in Green-
wood for lunch and then it
will be a return trip to Camp
Creek.

Starr said there is no
charge to participate in the
ride. It is just an activity that
has been held the past sever-
al years for fun.

He is expecting at least 25
tractors, which is the num-
ber from previous years.

The ride is a bit of a build
up for the Camp Creek An-
tique Machinery and Thresh-

ing Show. That annual event
is slated for Saturday, July 20
and Sunday, July 21.

Starr said a few of the trac-
tors in next Friday’s ride will
take part in the machinery
show over the weekend. But,
there will also be drivers
from the area who just enjoy
a ride through the country-
side.

Drivers will be asked to fol-
low all road regulations and
tractors need the necessary
safety signage. Starr said
tractors with duals are not al-
lowed on the ride.

For more information,
contact Starr at 402-416-2282.

Tractor ride planned for July 19
From Staff Reports

PASTIME ON PARADE: Members of the Waverly Riptide baseball organization stay true to the Waverlyfest parade’s theme of “Making a Splash” while riding on a float during Thurs-
day’s parade. (Staff Photos by Allan Christensen)

SUNKEN TREASURE: A boy comes up from the depths with his hard-won
reward. On Thursday, Waverlyfest included a coin dive sponsored by Horizon
Bank and held at the Waverly Community Pool.

STARS AND STRIPES: The star-spangled banners billow in the breeze as two honor guards, the
Boy Scouts and the VFW Post 9875, carry the flags to start the Waverlyfest parade on Thursday.


