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YUTAN – Seven seniors
and 10 event winners led the
Yutan journalism staff to the
2020 Class C state champion-
ship, which was announced
by the Nebraska School Ac-
tivities Association on April
22.

Yutan had 43 medal-win-
ning entries and accumu-
lated 628 points to easily out-
distance runner-up Southern
Valley, which totaled 336
points with 23 medalists.
Scribner-Snyder (228) and
Doniphan-Trumbull (210)
finished third and fourth, re-
spectively.

Students submitted en-
tries from their classroom
work and judges from across
the country rated the top
eight in each of 25 categories.
Because of the COVID-19 sit-
uation, all places were based
on those entries instead of
students actually compet-
ing on-site in 13 of the cat-
egories. Places one through
eight score 20-18-16-14-12-10-8-
6 points, respectively.

Yutan’s second straight
state title marked the 12th
time in the last 15 years the
school’s program has been
state champion or runner-
up.

“Our kids were excited
about the results,” said Yu-
tan journalism adviser Rod
Henkel. “The staff members
work hard and spend hours
outside of the classroom
working on journalism proj-
ects so it’s nice to see their
efforts rewarded. We talk
about this contest being the
opinion of one person on one
day, but with our current sit-
uation, it was nice to see the
students experience some-
thing positive.”

Six of Yutan’s seniors won
at least one gold medal, with
Emily Fisher, Teagan Jacobs
and Hayley Tarumoto earn-
ing two each.

Fisher, a four-year jour-
nalism student, captured
the entertainment writing

$2

Death Notices
Church .......................... 5
Classified Section
................. Market Weekly
Public Notices.............8-9
Public Record ................ 7
Obituaries...................... 4

Opinion........................ 10
School/Youth ............... 11
Senior News.................. 5
Society .......................... 5
Sports.........................6-7
Weather....................... 12

Index What’s Inside

Thursday, April 30, 2020

Serving the Saunders County, Nebraska Area Since 1886
12 Pages • 1 Section • Vol. 139 No. 37

www.wahoonewspaper.com

• Inside this issue
Porch Proms
give students
chance to dress up

Page 11

- See Champions Page 3

Signs of Spring
Mindy Hendrickson and her children, Vada and Vander, look over the selection of flowers at R&K Country Store in Mead on Saturday morning.

The family was taking advantage of a weekend morning to brighten up their home near Ithaca. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

• Jacquelyn “Jacque” A. Babcock, 90, Omaha

• Lauren Marie Celesky, 26, Ceresco

• Marcellin “Marce” Hajek, 91, Wahoo

Yutan High captures
state journalism title

WAHOO – A pair of eaglets born
in March died during a winter
storm that blew through Wahoo on
Easter morning.

The nest, built in a dead tree
north of Lake Wanahoo, came
down under the pressure of 50 mile
per hour winds on April 12.

Nebraska Master Naturalist
Paula Hoppe has been observing
the bald eagle pair at Lake Wana-
hoo for a decade and said that she
observed their nest intact on April
11, so deducted that the nest must
have come down sometime on Eas-
ter Sunday.

The same pair of eagles has been
nesting at Wanahoo since 2011 and
this nest was the third built by the
pair over the last 10 years.

Hoppe said that it is very uncom-
mon for a nest to come down, but
did say that the tree had been dead
for two or three years.

“It is unusual, but I do remem-

Wanahoo eaglets perish in Easter storm
By Jason Unger

jason.unger@wahoonewspaper.com

2011
Nest location: South of pedes-
trian bridge in former creek bed.
Lake Wanahoo. Nest #1

2 eaglets hatched
2 eaglets fledged

2012
Nest location: South of

pedestrian bridge in
former creek bed. Lake
Wanahoo. Nest #1
1 eaglet hatched
1 eaglet fledged

2013
Nest location: South
of pedestrian bridge
in former creek bed.

Lake Wanahoo.
Nest #1.

1 eaglet hatched
1 eaglet fledged

Note: Adult eagles observed
carrying nesting material to
sediment trap in September.
Once leaves fell in October we
were able to see a new nest in
the sediment trap, North of Lake
Wanahoo and County Rd. O. East
of Sand Creek. Nest #2 built.

2014
Nest location: Sediment trap
North of Lake Wanahoo and
County Rd. O and East of Sand
Creek. They had begun building it
in September but January winds
left it hanging in the tree at a 45
degree angle. By February they
were back in business and set-
ting on the nest.
Nest #2 – first year used.

1 eaglet hatched
1 eaglet fledged

2015
Nest Location: Sediment trap
North of Lake Wanahoo and
County Rd. O, east of Sand
Creek. Nest #2

Nesting attempt failed

2016
Nest Location: New nest still in
the sediment trap but in a tree
north of the previous nest. Nest
#3.

2 eaglets hatched
2 eaglets fledged

2017
Nest location: Same as last year,
Sediment trap north of County
Rd. O, east of Sand Creek. Nest
#3.

3 eaglets hatched
3 eaglets fledged

2018
Nest location: Same as last year.
Sediment trap north of County
Rd. O, east of Sand Creek. Nest
#3

2 eaglets hatched
2 eaglets fledged

2019
Nest location: Same as last
year. Sediment trap North of Lake
Wanahoo and County Rd. O east
of Sand Creek. Nest #3

3 eaglets hatched
3 eaglets fledged

2020
Nest location: Same as last
year. Sediment trap North of Lake
Wanahoo and County Rd. O, east
of Sand Creek. Nest #3.

2 eaglets hatched
2 eaglets killed on April 12

when winds blew the nest down.
Tree had been dead for a couple
of years.

Lake Wanahoo Bald Eagle Nesting Survey

- See Eaglets Page 3

WAHOO – Saunders Coun-
ty has reached double figures
in the number of residents
diagnosed with COVID-19,
including the first pediatric
case in the county, as the
governor calls for an end to
some of the restrictive mea-
sures put in place to stop the
pandemic.

Three Rivers Public
Health Department reported
the 10th case in Saunders
County on Saturday. The pa-
tient was identified as a male
in his 50s. He is isolating at
home and all of the people
who have been in close con-
tact with him have been
asked to self-quarantine.
They will be monitored by
health department staff twice
daily during a check for fever
and respiratory symptoms.

One day earlier, two cases
were identified in Saunders
County, including one child
and one adult, according to
Three Rivers. They were
tested during a mass testing
event on April 21 in Fremont.
In total, 25 confirmed cases
in the Three Rivers jurisdic-
tion were identified during
the testing event. Twenty-
one people from Dodge Coun-
ty tested positive, including
10 children. Two adults from
Douglas County also were
confirmed to have the coro-
navirus. All but four of the 94
people who were tested were
close contacts of previously
lab-confirmed cases.

“This reinforces the im-
portance of self-quarantine
for close contacts of con-

firmed cases. It is essential
that individual’s social dis-
tance while at home and stay
home if they are sick,” the
press release said.

On Monday, six more cas-
es in Dodge County were re-
ported, including a male in
his teens. All are self-isolat-
ing at home, the health de-
partment said.

Saunders County Emer-
gency Manager Terry Miller
said the mass testing event
is the reason for the spike
in cases in the Three Rivers
area, which includes Saun-
ders, Dodge and Washington
counties.

In general, Nebraska re-
mains well below the num-
ber of COVID-19 patients
originally expected, Miller
said. As of Monday, there
were 3,028 positive tests in
Nebraska and 56 deaths.

“Statewide, from what was
predicted back and Decem-
ber and January, we’ve been
below in cases and hospital-
izations and also deaths,”
said Miller.

Saunders County has also
come in below expectations
when it comes to the num-
ber of COVID-19 cases in the
county. The first case in the
county was announced on
March 24. A woman in her
50s had tested positive in
what the health department
called a “community spread”
case. On day later a second
case was identified in a per-
son who was a close contact
of the first case. The second
individual was a female in
her 50s.

County COVID-19
cases now up to 10

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com

Paint Job
Employees with Color Dynamics of Burlington, N.D., paint the water tower in Mead on Saturday. The

new water tower was installed last fall as part of a project to improve the village’s water system. When
completed, the tower will be painted with a map of Nebraska and a star to indicate where Mead is located,
according to Village Clerk June Moline. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

YUTAN – The Yutan City
Council agreed to hold a
meeting with stakeholders to
discuss a possible tax incre-
ment financing project.

At the council’s meeting
on April 21, the council de-
cided to set a May 6 meeting
date with the city council,
Yutan Board of Education,
Yutan Volunteer Fire De-
partment and the public to
talk about Melvin Sudbeck’s
request to use tax increment
financing (TIF) for a pro-
posed housing subdivision.

Sudbeck, of Melvin Sud-
beck Homes, told the coun-
cil in September that he
was planning to build 200
homes over the next decade
on a 70-acre parcel on the

Meeting
planned to
discuss Yutan
TIF project
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By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com
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