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Extension webinar to prepare ag producers for loan renewal
LINCOLN – A Nebraska Extension webinar planned for Jan. 14 at noon will feature a panel

discussion offering strategies for agricultural producers to prepare for operating loan renew-
als.

The webinar will focus on balance sheets and cash flows, including details on how to value
assets and inventory, refinancing, correcting negative working capital and more. It is the first
in a series of webinars designed to assist farmers and ranchers to better understand their finan-
cial positions.

Panelists will include Dallas Zimbelman, branch manager of Archer Credit Union, and Ne-
braska Extension agricultural economists Jessica Groskopf and Austin Duerfeldt.

Registration is free at farm.unl.edu/webinars.

RAYMOND – Unfolding a
tie dyed t-shirt is like open-
ing a present every day.

And for Meagan Brandt
and her two children, Everly
and Owen Korger, they now
get to open new presents ev-
ery day with their tie dye
business, O & E Creations.

“It’s such a surprise every
time you open a tie dye be-
cause you don’t really know
what it’s going to look like,”
Brandt said.

In spring 2020, Brandt
had been laid off due to the
pandemic and Everly and
Owen were at home learn-
ing online because Raymond
Central Elementary in Val-
paraiso was shut down. Go-
ing a little stir crazy as most
families throughout the
country, Brandt, Everly and
Owen picked up tie dyeing
after one of Brandt’s aunts
dropped off an old kit.

After experimenting with
a few shirts and seeing how
much fun all three of them
were having, 10-year-old
Owen had the idea to sell the
shirts.

“I had started to do some
research, because the tie dye
that we had used was craft
store dye and so it wasn’t
like the best quality,” Brandt
said. “We wanted to be sure
that if we were going to sell
them (the tie dyed items)
they were going to last a long

time.”
Through her research and

different Facebook groups
she joined, Brandt learned
more about the correct type
of dye to use. Shipping took
five weeks for Brandt and
her kids to receive the fiber
reactive dye, so in that time
they were able to watch tuto-
rials and educate themselves
on different ways to tie dye.

The process which Everly
and Owen are most involved
in is the liquid dye process.
First, Brandt will scour the
shirts in the wash with a
soda ash solution to get out
all of the extra moisture for
dyeing.

Once the shirts are
washed, Brandt and the kids
will decide what designs
they want to do, like a heart

or spiral. Instead of rubber
bands, Brandt will utilize
a wax string called sinew
string to create a sharp white
line.

“A lot of people think tie
dye is just rubber bands,”
Brandt said.

Once the items are all tied,
Everly and Owen will then
apply different colors until
the shirt is totally saturated

with the dye powder and wa-
ter mixture. Then, the shirts
will be wrapped in plastic
and placed somewhere warm
for about 48 hours while they
set.

Brandt said the next part
of the process is most im-
portant, but also the most
time consuming. When they
rinse the shirts, they do sev-
eral soaks with soap and run
them through the laundry
until the water is almost
clear. Brandt said they do
this because they don’t want
their customers to have the
dye bleed on other laundry
when it’s washed. She also
suggests customers wash the
tie dyed items with cold wa-
ter.

Brandt also does a pro-
cess that involves ice, which
splits up the colors by the
color components they are
made up of. She has been uti-
lizing the recent snow to her
advantage.

“I’ve actually really been
enjoying the snow,” Brandt
said. “That’s free ice.”

While the ice process takes
about 48 hours to complete,
she also has a process that
takes much less time called
low water immersion. With
this, Brandt said she ties
up the item, dyes it without
soaking it in a chemical solu-
tion and then mixes it with
chemical water in a crock
pot where it sits at a certain

Raymond family finds stress-free success in tie dyeing
By Elsie Stormberg

elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

O & E CREATIONS: Seven-year-old Everly Korger (right) and her brother, 10-year-old Owen Korger (left) dye
shirts in their home in Raymond on Dec. 31. The siblings and their mother Meagan Brandt began a tie dye-
ing business back in spring of this year as a way to kill time during the beginnings of the lockdown. (Staff
Photo by Elsie Stormberg)

See Tie Dye on Page 3

WAVERLY – The News contin-
ues a review of 2020 with the second
half of the year.

The COVID-19 pandemic contin-
ued to color everyday life, with es-
calating positivity rates and deaths
in Lancaster County cancelling ac-
tivities and delaying the start of the
high school winter sports season.

On a good note, area schools re-
opened their doors to students at
the start of the school year in Au-
gust, despite having been closed
from March through the end of the
previous school year.

July
The pandemic and the associated

Directed Health Measures (DHM)
crafted by the state to help stop the
spread of COVID-19 forced the Wa-
verly Chamber of Commerce board

of directors to decide early in June
to cancel the Waverlyfest parade
and fireworks.

Sherman “Sherm” Dunkin nev-
er met a stranger. The Waverly
man lost his battle with COPD at
the age of 76 on April 15, when the
world was in the early stages of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Only five peo-
ple were allowed to attend funeral
services at that time. So his wife,
Peggy, delayed funeral services un-
til the restrictions were relaxed. A
graveside service with full military
honors was held July 10 at Rose Hill
Cemetery in Waverly.

The Raymond Central FFA is
working with the Lower Platte
South Natural Resources District
(NRD) on a three-year plan which
will include incorporating natural
shrubs, trees, test plots and expan-
sion to the south, the main goal be-

ing to provide an outside learning
classroom.

When the Emerald Ash Borer
was discovered in Greenwood in
2016, the village’s Parks and Recre-
ation Committee decided to be pro-
active, taking down about 10 ash
trees in the village park before the
insect caused so much damage that
they would become a safety hazard.
The committee has been slowly re-
placing the trees as funds warrant.
This summer, the village received
a grant from Black Hills Energy to
plant two trees at the park. They
planted a maple tree at the east end
of the park and an oak tree in front
of the Greenwood Depot Museum in

mid-July.
The Village of Eagle held an

auction on July 18 to sell surplus
items, including a Quonset hut that
had formerly been used as the vil-
lage maintenance building. But the
building did not sell during the auc-
tion, according to Travis Moore,
chairman of the village’s Board of
Trustees.

The Nebraska State Patrol is in-
vestigating a crash that occurred at
the Interstate 80 westbound weigh
station near Waverly on July 23, in
which a minivan crashed into and
entered the weigh station building
itself. At approximately 6:35p.m., a
Mazda MPV minivan crashed into
the west side of the building, which
is an office and work area for troop-
ers in the Carrier Enforcement
Division. The weigh station was
closed at the time of the crash and

there were no personnel inside. The
sole occupant of the minivan was
transported to Bryan Health Center
West Campus in Lincoln with what
are believed to be nonlife-threaten-
ing injuries.

August
The Waverly senior Legion base-

ball team saw their season come to
an end with an 8-2 setback at the
hands of Hickman in the COVID-19
State Tournament held in Ashland
over the weekend of Aug. 1 and 2.

The family farm founded by An-
ton and Mary Rezac near Valparai-
so had an estimated 40-foot-long ple-
siosaur excavated out of the farm’s
original 160 acres in November 1964
by the University of Nebraska State
Museum with support from Lin-
coln Gem and Mineral Club. The
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TWISTED TEE: Meagan Brandt
twists a t-shirt before her chil-
dren can tie dye it.

NEW CREATION: Owen Korger
uses multiple dyes to tie dyes his
shirt after its been wrapped.

PROCESS: Meagan Brandt wash-
es out a tie dyed shirt after the
dye has had time to set.


