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Wedding Planner
Art makes perfect wedding gift
By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

WEDDING DAY LINGO: A crash course in wedding terminology can
help couples make more informed choices along the way.

Wedding terminology to
know before the big day
GIFT OF ART: Three prints of paintings by Gene Roncka – “Together,” “Treasured Moments” and “Bouquet
of Love” – are among the most popular pieces purchased by shoppers looking for the perfect wedding present for a new bride and groom. Roncka’s work is sold at his gallery, Willow Point Gallery, in Ashland. (Staff
Photo by Suzi Nelson)

A lot of people
buy art for
wedding gifts.
~ Mary Roncka
Gallery. He “enhances” his
prints by overlaying a new
detail onto the high quality
giclee print. This provides a
one-of-a-kind piece of art at a
lower price than an original
painting.
Artist Kim Cooper also
has a gallery in Ashland,
called Cooper Studio and
Gallery. Cooper said he does
not sell many of his paintings as wedding gifts, but a
line of pottery he retails for
his friend John Dennison of
Omaha is very popular for
newlyweds.
“Mostly for wedding gifts,
what we sell is pottery,” he
said.
Dennison’s
pottery
is
beautiful, but also functional. It is safe to be used in microwaves and ovens and can
be washed in the dishwasher, Cooper said.
“It can be used for serving food and décor both,” he
added.
The pottery comes in three
or four different color lines,
but the white/beige line is
the best seller because it is
a neutral that goes with any
color scheme, according to
Cooper.
Many shoppers buy Dennison’s pieces to add to the
new couple’s already-established collections. If the

WORDS OF LOVE: Calligrapher Laura Capp, owner of Postscript in
Ashland, created this unique piece of calligraphic art for a wedding gift.
(Photo provided by Laura Capp)

BEAUTIFUL AND FUNCTIONAL: Pottery by John Dennison, sold at
Cooper Studio and Gallery in Ashland, is often purchased as a wedding
gift according to gallery owner Kim Cooper. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)
wedding gift is the first piece
of Dennison pottery they receive, it could inspire them
to continue collecting in the
future, Cooper said.
At Postscript, a quaint stationary, paper goods, book
and art print shop in Ashland, shoppers can purchase
a highly personalized piece
of calligraphic art for the
bride-and- groom-to-be.
Owner/artist Laura Capp
she has written wedding
vows, poems, song lyrics and
special passages in a variety
of scripts on beautiful papers
that are then framed and given as gifts.
“Someone gave me a passage that was going to be
read at the wedding and they
gifted it to that couple,” Capp
said.
Although not a wedding
gift, Capp crafted a special
wedding memento for one
couple by creating a decorative wedding certificate.
“One
couple
commissioned me to do a wedding
certificate they had signed
on the day of their wedding,”
she said.
Capp also make leatherbound photo albums that
also can be great wedding
gifts. Shoppers choose the
color of leather and the binding style to make the piece
unique for the prospective
couple, she said.
Many brides and grooms
register for gifts at large
stores and retailers prior to

Looking for a small country church
for your wedding day?
We have what will make your day more special
Any denomination welcomed
Pump organ available - Air conditioned
Call for more information

Camp Creek Threshers
17200 Bluff Road, Waverly
402-786-3003
www.ccthreshers.org

their wedding. Cooper said
he will allow prospective
brides and grooms to register at his gallery so they do
not receive duplicates of the
pottery or other gifts. Mary
Roncka does not have a wedding registry, but she does
try to keep track of wedding
purchases.
“Especially if it’s a local
one and we know that more
than one person will be shopping here for them,” she added.
All three businesses also
offer gift certificates that can
be purchased for wedding
presents.

Couples about to embark
on their wedding journeys
will likely learn a thing or
two about party planning
once their engagements are
over and they are newly married. Wedding planning can
seem overwhelming and a
tad confusing at times, but a
crash course in wedding terminology can help couples
make more informed choices
along the way.
 •Blusher: A short, singlelayer veil that covers the
bride’s face before the ceremony.
 • Boutonnire: A single
flower bud worn by the men
in the bridal party.
 • Canap’s: Bite-sized appetizers served during the
cocktail hour of a reception.
 •Civilceremony: A marriage ceremony conducted
by a council official or justice of the peace at a municipal location rather than in a
house of worship.
 • Cocktail hour: Typically an hour-long interlude
between the wedding ceremony and the main dinner
of the reception. Guests have
time to arrive and mingle before being seated.
 •Corkagefee: A fee some
establishments charge to allow guests to bring their own
wine.
 • Dais: A podium or platform raised from the floor
where the bride and groom
are seated.
 •Deposit: A percentage of
the total cost of service given
to a vendor to secure a date
for their services.
 • Drag’es: Round, small
edible balls of sugar that ap-

pear on wedding cakes.
 • Escort (seating) cards:
Printed cards that direct reception guests to their seats.
 • Fondant: A sweet, plyable product used to decoratively cover layered cakes. It
can be used in lieu of straight
buttercream.
 •Handlewrap: Ribbon or
fabric that wraps around the
stems of a bouquet the bride
and wedding party carries.
 •Maid/matronofhonor:
The title given to the woman
who assists the bride and
stands closest to her at the
altar. ‘Maids’ are those who
are unmarried, while ‘matrons’ are women who are.
 • Master of ceremonies:
An individual who will work
with the DJ or band to announce the various components of the wedding reception.
 • Nosegay: A small bouquet or flower arrangement
typically given to the mothers of the bride and groom
before the ceremony.
 •
Processional/Recessional: Musical pieces that
mark the entrance and exit
from the wedding ceremony.
 • Receiving line: A line
of the key people in the wedding who welcome and greet
guests.
 •Stationery: All of the paper products used at the wedding, including invitations,
programs and enclosures.
 •Tablescape: A word that
describes the multiple components of centerpiece designs.
Learning some basic wedding terminology can simplify wedding planning.
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ASHLAND – When it
comes to finding a unique
wedding gift, an art gallery
can be the perfect place to
shop.
Historic downtown Ashland is the home of numerous art galleries and art-related stores where original
works of art by local artists
or prints of their work can be
purchased to commemorate
the couple’s special day.
The popular wedding website, theknot.com, lists art as
one of “Fifty-five Great Wedding Gift Ideas.”
According to theknot.com,
wall art is great for couples
who are moving into their
first home.
Mary Roncka of Willow
Point Gallery in Ashland
said many original paintings
or prints by her husband,
artist Gene Roncka, were
given as wedding gifts over
the years and now hang in
homes throughout Ashland.
“A lot of people buy art for
wedding gifts,” she said.
The gallery sells about 40
pieces a year for these occasions. Most of the time, the
purchasers are buying prints
that are custom-framed at
the gallery, she added.
Mary Roncka said there
are several favorite prints
that wedding guests like to
buy for the couple. Most are
themed around romance and
couples.
“We
have
‘Treasured
Times’ and ‘Together’ that
are used a lot as wedding or
anniversary gifts,” she said.
“’Bouquet of Love’ is another
piece that we like to advertise for weddings.”
Shoppers also like to buy
artwork that is geared toward shared interests of the
couple, Roncka said. There
are several paintings and
prints that feature some type
of water fowl for hunting
enthusiasts while sandhill
cranes prints make great
gifts for birdwatchers, she
said.
Gene Roncka’s paintings
of local churches are also
given as wedding gifts, Mary
Roncka said. St. Stephen’s
Episcopal Church in Ashland, a historic church that
is no longer serving a congregation, is often chosen,
she added.
Gene Roncka is the exclusive painter at Willow Point

