
ASHLAND – Two hairy
characters took first place in
the Ashland Area Chamber
of Commerce’s annual Scare-
crow Decorating Contest.

In the business category,
the Bank of Ashland’s “Cous-
in It” scarecrow was named
first place.

The character from the
“Addams Family” was made
from straw and sat at the cor-
ner of 14th and Silver streets.

First place in the indi-
vidual category went to the
“Oscar the Grouch” scare-
crow made by Jackie Fudge
and Anita Starns. The Sesa-
me Street character was lo-
cated at the intersection of
15th and Silver streets and
had a sign that said “Have a
Grouchy Halloween!”

Honorable mention in
the business category was
awarded to Platte Valley An-
tiques for the scarecrow they
created with a pumpkin head
and blue lace cape.

Carol Tucker’s scarecrow
version of Harry Potter
earned honorable mention
in the individual category.

First place winners re-
ceived $25 in Chamber
Bucks, which can be used at

any participating Ashland
area merchant that is a mem-
ber of the Chamber of Com-
merce.

GREENWOOD – For more
than 50 years, David Moll
has been a commercial pilot.
The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) recently
acknowledged this accom-
plishment by giving him the
Wright Brothers Master Pi-
lot Award.

“It’s a lifetime achieve-
ment I’m very proud of,” said
Moll, a commercial pilot at
Duncan Aviation in Lincoln.

The award is given to li-
censed pilots who are feder-
ally certified and have been
flying for at least 50 years.
It recognizes pilots for their
professionalism, skill and
aviation expertise, accord-
ing to the FAA’s website.
Moll, of Greenwood, is one
of just 5,600 American pilots
who have received this pres-
tigious award.

In 1968 Moll sat in the pi-
lot’s seat for the first time at
age 15 in Minnesota, where
he grew up. He took his first
solo flight just three days af-
ter his 16th birthday.

“My father was a pilot and
it was easy to get started at
the time,” he said.

He attended Mankato
State College (now Minneso-
ta State University, Manka-
to) in Mankato, Minn. and
majored in business with a
concentration in aviation,
because the college’s flight
school was a part of the

school of business.
“That was very handy,” he

said.
He got his pilot’s license

during his first year of col-
lege. While in college he
taught flying and worked at
the airport to earn money.
He was on the go from morn-
ing to night, a trait necessary
to be a pilot.

“In order to get where you
want to be in this business,
you really have to push hard
constantly,” he said. “You
have to be dedicated to the
trade.”

There was never a ques-
tion what field Moll would
end up in after college.

“It was something I’d been
doing for several years and it
just seemed like second na-
ture,” he said.

He continued working as
a flight instructor after col-
lege, until he took a job with
a charter airline in Minne-
apolis.

It was a business flight to
Lincoln to pick up an air-
plane at Duncan Aviation
that brought Moll to Nebras-
ka for the first time.

“That’s how I got my first
ride in a Learjet,” he added.

He began working for Dun-
can Aviation in 1976 after
earning his Learjet type rat-
ing. He flew many different
aircraft during those early
years at Duncan, including
a Cessna 206, a Mooney, an
Aztec, a Baron 55 and 58, a
Bonanza, the Cessna 310, 402,
414 and 421 and the Learjet
23, 24, 25 and 35.

In 1977, he was chosen
to captain a Learjet 35
that Duncan had leased to
Northrup Aircraft Corpora-
tion in Saudi Arabia. He flew
Northrup employees around
the Middle Eastern country
and made occasional trips to
Greece or Switzerland.

“For a 25-year-old, that
was quite an experience,” he
said.

After two years, Moll left
Duncan to be the chief pilot
for a company in Atlanta. He
married Nancy McKinney, a
long-time Duncan Aviation
employee who was able to
continue the job she was do-
ing in Lincoln while living in
Atlanta.

Moll later worked as a con-
tract pilot, where companies
who needed an extra pilot for
a trip would call him up and
offer him a spot in the cock-
pit.

The aviation industry took
a nose dive in 2008 when the
economy tanked, Moll said.
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LINCOLN – Secretary of State
Robert B. Evnen announces that
the 2020 election calendar has been
published on the Secretary of State
website.

Dec. 2 is the first day for candidates
to submit their filing documents for
federal, state or other multi-county
district offices. Any forms filed prior
to Dec. 2 would not be accepted and

would be returned. Important dates
to note include Dec. 1, 2019, First day
for candidates to submit their filing
documents; Feb. 18, 2020, Last day
for incumbents (any current office
holder) to file for office on the primary
election ballot; March 2, 2020, Last day
for non-incumbents (new filers) to file
for office for the primary election.

Secretary of State releases election calendar
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FIRST STRUCTURE FIRE: The Ashland Volunteer Fire Department’s newest engine got its first run at a struc-
ture fire last week. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

TWINS: The Ashland Rescue Department put their new rescue squad (on left) in service on Oct. 28 to work in
tandem with their other rig when multiple calls come in or multiple patients require care. (Photo by Chad Hart)

New engine rolls to first fire Backup squad put in service

ASHLAND – Even though
it’s been in service since
May, the Ashland Volunteer
Fire Department’s new fire
engine didn’t go to a struc-
ture fire until last week.

The new pumper truck
was called into action on Oct.
31 when the Ashland depart-
ment helped with a garage
fire at North Lake near Lou-
isville, said Fire Chief Mike
Meyer.

The new engine was built
by Pierce Manufacturing
and it replaces another
Pierce-made engine that
was purchased in 2006, said
Second Assistant Fire Chief

Chad Hart.
Its main purpose of the en-

gine is to pump and carry wa-
ter and transport tools, hose
and extrication equipment.
The department chose a new
style of engine, called a Ve-
locity PUC (Pierce Ultimate

Configuration) pumper. The
rig is shorter in length than
the old one, and it fits more
easily in the fire hall bays.

“It’s designed for smaller
houses,” said Meyer.

The new engine carries 250
more gallons of more water
than the old one, an increase
of 750 gallons to 1,000 gallons.
That extra 250 gallons is
the equivalent of one to two
minutes of firefighting time,
Hart said.

“Which does make a differ-
ence,” Meyer added.

The increased water stor-
age is important because the
Ashland fire district covers
a lot of rural homes and lake

ASHLAND – When the Ashland Rescue
Department heads out on an emergency call,
it is likely someone in the district will need
them again before they can get back from the
first call.

“A lot of times were have multiple calls, or
multiple patients,” said longtime department
member Mike Meyer.

That’s why the department has two rescue
squads. Recently, the backup squad experi-
enced “major mechanical failure,” forcing
the department to purchase a new unit.

“So we can provide emergency medical
services to the community when one squad is
gone,” Meyer said.

The backup unit has been out of service for
about three months, said Meyer. As a result,
the department has had to rely on Green-
wood or Yutan for mutual aid.

“That puts a bind on the community,” said
member Tiffany Alcorn.

Due to the time crunch to get a second
squad up and running, the department was
not able to purchase a fully customized unit
like they did in 2016. It takes six to eight
months to complete a fully-customized unit,
said member Chad Hart.

“We didn’t have the opportunity to build
this,” he said.

Instead, they chose a stock unit, which

ASHLAND – The Ashland-Green-
wood Public Schools Foundation has
pumped more money into their scholar-
ship fund, meaning more students will
benefit from the hard work of this or-
ganization and the generosity from the
community.

Foundation President Pat Timblin
said they are giving $12,000 worth of
scholarships for the 2020 graduates,
which is almost $10,000 more than pre-
vious years. This is due to generous do-
nations from the school district patrons
and friends and their support of fund-
raisers like the live and silent auction
during the annual banquet.

“It’s the first time we’ve had an in-

crease like this,” Timblin said.
Previously, the foundation gave a to-

tal of $2,500 for scholarships. These were
divided up into two $1,000 scholarships
to students going to a four-year college
or university, and one $500 scholarship
for a student headed to a trade or techni-
cal school.

Now, the foundation will give four
students going to a four-year college or
university $2,000 scholarships. They
have also quadrupled the number of
students going to a trade or technical
school who will receive a scholarship,
from one to four. And the tech/trade
students will receive $1,000, twice the
amount of the previous scholarships.

“It’s something we really wanted to
do for the kids,” said Timblin.

In addition to the scholarships, the

foundation has two other main focuses.
They fund teacher grants, which pro-
vide special programs for elementary,
middle school and high school students
that are requested by teachers. These
programs fall outside of the district’s
regular budget items. Timblin said the
foundation gives about $10,000 a year
for these grants.

The other focus is a big project that
may take more than one year to accom-
plish. For example, the foundation gave
donations over a number of years to the
school district to renovate the elemen-
tary playground.

This time, the focus is the outdoor
classroom at the middle school/high
school that is located in the west wing.
Timblin said they are currently getting
bids for the project.

Welcome to town

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

Moll recognized with FAA aviation award
By Suzi Nelson

suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

From Staff Reports

GROUCHY SCARECROW: Oscar the Grouch, made by Jackie Fudge and
Anita Starns, won first place for the individual category of the Ashland
Area Chamber of Commerce Scarecrow Contest, which ended on Hal-
loween. (Staff Photos by Suzi Nelson)

School foundation increases scholarships

AWARD: David Moll and his wife, Nancy, celebrate after Moll receives
the Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award in July.

HAIRY SCARECROW: The scare-
crow of “Cousin It” made by Bank
of Ashland won first place in the
business category.

Creativity wins local
scarecrow contest

❛❛We need custom
(engines) here

because we have
issues bigger
departments
don’t have.❜❜

Mike Meyer,
Ashland Fire Department

❛❛We’ve got to keep up with
the science behind what

we do.❜❜
Chad Hart,

Ashland Rescue Department
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