
WAHOO – Chris Kober
has big plans for Wahoo.

Since he purchased what
was formerly known as D & D
Coin Laundry in April 2020,
he’s purchased over $230,000
in new equipment, including
the cost to remove old equip-
ment and install the new
equipment. Ultimately, these
machines will be able to sup-
port larger loads of laundry,
lower the costs for customers
and make the laundromat
more environmentally effi-
cient.

On Dec. 28, he received
20 new washers and 12 ma-
chines with 24 dryers. When
he purchased the building,
Kober said it was with the
understanding that it needed
new equipment.

“The old equipment re-
quired a lot of maintenance,”
he said. “During the last six
months, I’ve been constant-
ly trying to continue to fix
equipment and keep equip-
ment running but it is old

enough that literally, you
could fix something on it to-
day, and the same piece of
equipment would quit work-
ing tomorrow.”

With the machines, Kober
said he won’t have to deal
with as many maintenance
issues which will be a cost
saving aspect as well as with
the washers’ ability to mea-
sure how much water should
be utilized by how much
each load weighs.

Technology is a big factor
with the equipment, Kober
said. Along with its ability to
measure water, the washers
can spin out at a high rate
meaning that more water is
rung out before going into
the dryer.

With the laundry being
less saturated, it will spend
less time in the dryers result-
ing in a more efficient, cost
effective process.

“From an environmental
standpoint, it will be much
more efficient on water us-
age, gas usage, electricity us-
age,” Kober said.

Kober also purchased four

machines that will be able
to accommodate and wash
king size comforters instead
of just queen size comfort-
ers with the previous equip-
ment.

Kober said he originally
planned to have the new
equipment up and running
by the end of the summer,
but because of the pandemic
he experienced delays.

“I’ve been really working
hard to try and get every-
thing done,” he said. “In the
middle of the COVID pan-
demic and everything else
you know everything just
took longer to do than what
I had hoped.”

Along with the new equip-
ment, Kober also hopes to
add a laundry attendant to be
present a few days a week for
a couple of hours, depending
on how business goes. Long
term, he would like to have
an attendant who would be
in the shop Monday through
Sunday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and provide a laundry drop
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WAHOO – Being a Saun-
ders County supervisor is
more than just showing up
to the county courthouse and
voting on Tuesday morn-
ings. It takes courage and re-
search and a certain level of
expertise, Ed Rastovski said.

In Rastovski’s nine years
of experience in the District 6
seat, he’s tried to do just that.

“It’s working with board
members, and having the
courage for a board to stand
up and do the right thing for
a community,” Rastovski
said.

On Tuesday, Rastovski at-
tended his last county board
meeting. Former Wahoo Pub-
lic Schools Board of Educa-
tion member Tom Hrdlicka
was elected to take his seat
after the General Election in
November and will be sworn
in at the Jan. 12 meeting.

The 74-year-old said he
opted out of running for
the seat again because he

wanted more time to travel
and spend with his family.
He also felt that nine
years on the county
board was more than
enough.

“Nine years is
enough time to make
a difference but not
overstay your wel-
come,” Rastovski said
in an email.

He said he’s enjoyed
his time as a supervi-
sor and having the
opportunity to work
with other board mem-
bers on projects like chicken
barns, stabilizing the budget
and lowering the tax levy.

When Rastovski was ap-
pointed to the county board
in January of 2012 after for-

mer Supervisor Jim Fauver
resigned at the end of 2011.

At the time, the coun-
ty was undergoing
major financial issues
and still recovering
from a multi-million
dollar budget deficit
in 2010.

He said he put his
name in for nomina-
tion because of en-
couragement from
other community
members like Willard
Hunzeker, Loren Lin-
dahl and Greg Hohl

because of his financial expe-
rience as superintendent of
Wahoo Public Schools for 12
years.

2020 in Review

Rastovski bids adieu to
Saunders County Board

- See Rastovski Page 2A

OUT WITH THE OLD: Chris Kober works on removing old equipment from Wahoo Laundry on Dec. 28 in
Wahoo. Kober took over the business in April of 2020 and is now working to install new washers and dryers
to the laundromat. (Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)

By Elsie Stormberg
elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

- See Laundromat Page 2A

WAHOO – Many have called 2020
a year to remember, with the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the presidential
election and so many other events
filling the 365-day period.

While these events affected the
Wahoo Newspaper coverage area,
many other local events had just
as great an impact. Here’s a look
back at some of the events that took
place in the first half of 2020.

January
Utility rates are set to increase in

Wahoo for the first time in nearly
seven years. Utilities General Man-

ager Ryan Hurst said that electric-
ity will go up 2.4%, water rates will
increase 5.2% and wastewater fees
will rise 4.3% in 2020. Natural gas
rates will increased, but monthly
rate adjustments continue.

Kelsey Sasse joined Dr. Jason
Glock at the Wahoo Dental Asso-
ciates in Wahoo. Sasse grew up in
North Platte and graduated from
the University of Nebraska Medical
Center College of Dentistry in 2017.

Saunders County Deputy Chris
Lichtenberg beat out six other nom-
inees to earn the 2019 American Le-
gion Law Enforcement Officer of
the Year award.

A two-story white house with red
trim was removed from its founda-
tion at Ninth and Linden Streets on
Jan. 11 and transported to a new
home miles away. Josh and Court-
ney Girmus bought the house and
hired a David City company to
move the structure to a three-acre
lot in a subdivision they developed
one mile south of Mead. The lot
where the house previously stood is
owned by Barb and Eric Hart, who
live next door and plan to incorpo-
rate the property into their yard.

On Jan. 8 the former Mead rail-
road depot moved from the Village
Park to the west side of town, des-

tined to become a family gather-
ing spot and later a home. Bill and
Patti Thorson acquired the build-
ing from the Village of Mead. The
structure had been used as a day
care for many years, but stood emp-
ty after it closed.

The Raymond Central Board of
Education voted during a special
meeting on Jan. 20 to intervene
in a lawsuit regarding a proposed
chicken barn to be located near the
junior-senior high school.

The Wahoo City Council ap-
proved hiring FES, a nonprofit or-
ganization from Lincoln, to help
develop and implement the city’s

brand in time for the city’s 150th
birthday celebration.

Raymond Centrals Public
Schools received the Education, In-
novation and Research Empower
grant, a major federal grant to help
the district work to improve STEM
awareness.

Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts
talked about tax relief during the
Saunders County Livestock Associ-
ation annual meeting and banquet
on Jan. 27.

A recent economic development
survey by NPPD showed Wahoo’s

2020 will be known as year to remember

- See Year Page 3A

Wahoo laundromat owner plans new
services for city and surrounding area

Part 1 - January through June

By Elsie Stormberg
elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

Ed
Rastovski

“I’ve worked with a lot of board
members and I would rank Ed right
at the top. He has been just a great

person to work with.”
~ Dave Lutton, Saunders County Board Member

WAHOO – As of Monday,
nearly 450 people have re-
ceived the COVID-19 vaccine
in the Three Rivers Public
Health Department district,
which includes Saunders
County.

The health department re-
ported on Monday that 448
individuals have been vac-
cinated. Three Rivers has
also provided 330 immuniza-
tions to community partners
to vaccinate individuals as
well.

The vaccination plan laid
out by the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Health and Human
Services is being followed
by Three Rivers, according
to Executive Director Terra
Uhing.

“We have had a lot of in-
terest in individuals want-
ing to get the COVID-19 vac-
cine, please know that we are
working through our phases
and tiers as quickly as we
can,” said Uhing. “Please be
patient with us as we only
have a limited amount of
vaccine at this time.”

The state changed the pri-
ority for Nebraskans over
the age of 75, moving this
group up to Phase 1B. Phase
1B will begin with people
over the age of 75, followed
by workers in critical indus-
tries who are unable to work
remotely. DHHS said in a
statement on Monday that
vaccinations in Phase 1B are
projected to begin later this
month as supplies become
available.

Three Rivers has started a
contact list for individuals 75
years and older that wish to
be vaccinated. Go to https://
nalhd.sjc1.qualtrics.com/
jfe/form/SV_cFU8KpGUaby-
2QAZ to be put the list. No-
tification will be made when
vaccines are available.

Angie Ling, DHHS inci-
dent commander, said in a
press conference on Mon-
day that Phase 1B will not
start for another two or three
weeks as the state finalizes
details such as the method
by which the vaccinations
will be accomplished. There
are multiple methods includ-
ing community vaccine clin-
ics with health departments,
health care providers and
pharmacy partners, Ling

Interest in vaccination increases
From Staff Reports

- See COVID-19 Page 2A
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